
Assault on Abel JSi oton at Westfield^ N, Y. — Page, 72. 



MEMOIR 



OF 



REY. ABEL BROWN 



HIS COMPANION 



C. S. BEOWN. 

1 < 



W0RCKSTE3.- 
PUBLISHED B V T H I-: AUTHOR, 
I S49. 



Entered according to tho Act of Congress, in the yea* 1849, by 
C. S. BEOWN, 
In the Clerk's Office of the DiBtrict Court of Massachusetts. 



INTRODUCTION. 



It seems due to the character of an individual, wh6 haft 
i. bored long and assiduously to promote the best iatereata 
of his fellow-beings, that his life should be portrayed^ after 
he has ceased to act in his corporeal nature, and whisn his 
memory, or the influence of his life, alone remains^ en- 
deared to his friends, and spectre-like to his foes ; for, 
" though dead; he yet speaketh." Then let him reiterate 
the truth in his own words, and let his deeds be recorded 
as the best evidence of a life devoted to the service of his 
fellow-mortals, and of his God. 

Oiiering no apo'ogy for this little volume, I merely 
would premise, that I have done the best, that my preca- 
rious health, and circumstances would allow, and that I 
have been obliged to nly essentially on the correspott- 
dence and papers of Mr. Rrown, in connection with my 
own personal knowledge. Having little available informa- 
tion from even known resources, many important incidents 
may have been omitted, but an index, I trust, has been 
given to his general character as a christian, and aa hunif- 
ble reformer of the age in which he lived and wrought. 

The character of an individual, whether good, neutral, 
or evil, is held in various degrees of estimation, as it is 
seen and appreciated only by partial lights, and not by the 
just blending of all its colors. These produce the hat- 
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mony of the whole, and the general effect ia often differ- 
ent from that of the separate tints and shades. This, 
which is frequently the case with those engaged in affairs 
of the state, who are held up to the scrutinizing gaze of 
the public, is still more so with the reformer, from the pe- 
culiarity of his position. Boldly arrayed against popular 
institutions, he awakens and excites personal feeling and 
indignation, by his appeals to the conscience, as with dem- 
. pnEitrati9|i and energy he exposes the odious sia or vice to 
ji^w,, .clausing the evil-doers to behold and comprehend its 
enprpjiity, ; and seek for its removal. In such a position, 
people ate inJluenced by interest or prejudice in deciding 
fin the .reformer's character. One doubts his sincerity, 
another his talent, another perhaps, his object— as being 
unworthv of nooular excitement or attention. Thus it is. 
and however self-denying a reformer may be, his efforts 
obtain him tittle credit for disinterestedness of purpose or 
benevolence of action. So selfish are mankind generally 
ia their aims, that they can hardly conceive how any per- 
son can be actuated by different motives from their own, 
they not having experienced the divine principle of love, 
which animates his spirit in every obligation, and in every 
pursuit of life. For these reasons, the writer has dwelt 
somewhat in detail, on minor points of interest, deeming 
them essemial, in no small degree, to the delineation of a 
true picture. Could these memoirs only stimulate others, 
to a life of greater self-den,:al and perseverance in the 
cause of . the persecuted,, she will have fu!ly attained her 
object. C. S B. 
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CHAPTER I. 

His descent— Birth— Natural activity and love of business— His guardian 
Sister — His experience of a new life— and choice of Profession. 

The subject of this memoir, was born at Springfield, 
Massachusetts, in the year 1810, Nov. 9th. His parents 
were respectable, inasinuch as they were christians, and 
trained their family by precept and example in those vir- 
tues that adorn the christian character. Abel was the 
third of six children, including an only and dearly be- 
loved sister, of whom some account will be given in suc- 
ceeding pages, — indeed, sufficient to throw light on the 
subject of this volume. His father, Abel Brown, was 
native of Springiield, son of Collins Brown, " a respecta- 
ble farmer of retired habits, known but little abroad." 
His mother was native of Hadley, Massachusetts, whose 
name was Joanna, the daughter of Timothy Lyman, who 
graduated at Yale College in some year between 1775 
and '78, and afterwards studied the profession of medicine, 
in which capacity he settled in the vicinity of Northamp- 
ton. The ancestors of Abel, on the maternal side, were 
members of the church in charge of President Edwards, 
and his mother seems to have imbibed much of the spirit 
of thos6 times, when the Lord moved as upon the face of 
the waters, the ^ast multitude who thronged to listen to 
the eloquent pleadings of the inspired preacher. In those 
days of earnest devotion, to be a christian, implied s6me- 
thing more than " a name to live." Who kno^^i the ex»- 
2 
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tent of sach an influence, even to the present hour. It is 
for this reason, I notice the naembprship of those venera- 
ble fathers and mothers. 

Abel spent his earliest childhood at the home of his 
parents, in the place of his nativity, until his removal with 
them at the age of eleven years, to the state of N. Y. 
Madison County. 

In size he was of ordinary stature, with proportionably 
large head and chest, affording him much of the sanguine, 
united with a quick nervous temperament. His forehead 
finely, arched, indicated intellectual powers, of no ordinary 
characier; while with a cheerful, yet steady and deter- 
mined eye, he pursued every object of his undertaking 
with resistless energy. Still, " easily governed as a child" 
by pes-suasion and appeals to his consciousness of filial 
obligation, yet not a subject for arbitrary discipline. 

His swiftness in pedestrian plays with his School-fellow? 
was somewhat remarkable, — as with the speed of an ante- 
lope, " he would often outstrip them in the race:" Of 
dancing too, he was fond. It is needless to say, however, 
that with him, it was mere pastime in an hour of childish 
glee, confined to his younger days — the ebullition of a joy- 
ous heart, when nature showed nought but a sunny face, 
(the mirror of his own) and the world itself, seejnaed, one 
enticing chann. Such is infancy — and sin alone unfolds 
a different view to the w'oepigg eyes of manhood; throw- 
ing; its darkening shadows over all that is beautiful and 
fair, and filling the cup of life with bitterness and woe. 

He was said to be " a natural scholar, and quick to 
learn yet when young, was sent to school as conven- 
ience would permit, rather than receiving ihe benefit of a 
systematic course of instruction (I should judge.) 

It is certain that at an early age, he manifested a dispo- 
sition for business. Some kind of employment, he ever 
sought. Inspired by this natural disposition, enhanced by 
necessity, the child of poverty — at the age of twelve (as he 
himself informed me) he was extremely solicitous to enter a 
store — and a,ccQi;dingly did — business of some kind seemed 
to be his life. Afiable in his manner^ and prompt in his 
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calling, he gained many friends. I have heard him speak 
also of assisting in ibe care of children, in a i'aniily, when 
young, and of visiting with them and sharing equally in all 
their privileges as social guests. This fondness of chil- 
dren and tender solicitude for their welfare, was very 
noticeable in after life in his' intercourse with familiea as 
a lecturer abroad, and was a subject of remark. I have 
heard him speak also, of hearing political discussions in 
stores, which may have contributed to interest his mind 
in matters of this kind. 

He is represented in tne following terms, in the numer- 
ous credentials he received as clerk, at different periods, 
as being "faithful, trustAorthy, competent, &c." and as 
" never having abused the unlimited confidence reposed 
in him." 



CHAPTER II. 

Family Letters— Christian Experience. 

The correspondence between himself and sister, evince 
a kindred sympathy and interest in the welfare of each 
other. Indeed his sister seems at an early age, to have been 
to him a guardian angel, to keep him from temptation, 
waywardness and folly. 

Deeply imbued with the love and knowledge of Divine 
truth, she was abundantly qualified to counsel and advise 
her younger brother, and her little sermons undoubtedly 
exerted a salutary influence over his heart and life. 
While at the Academy at Fredonia, Feb. 8th, '29, she 
writes — . 

I feel much interested in your prosperity, and hope you 

enjoy yourself in G- . Yet remember Abel, that 

perfection is not to be found in any person or situation in 



15 



MEMOIR OF ABEt BKOWN. 



life. Let me entreat you, dear brother, not to seek happi- 
ness from the things of this world exclusively, entwining 
yiour affections around, them fis ybur only treasure. Con- 
sider they are of the earth, earthly, and must soon return 
to dust. We ourselves also, are passing av/ay fast as the 
wheels of time can carry us. Religion will prepare us 
better to enjoy the things of this life and fortify our minds 
to meet all events with calmness and resignation. 

In another letter she remarks — 4^bel, if we have so far 
sustained a good character, it U highly important that we 
strive for it through the remainder of life. 

At nearly the same time, he writes to his brother Edwin, 

" Since leaving home, the Lord has (I trust) shown me 
my perilous condition ' out of Christ.' I have been made 
to feel that I was a great sinner, I' have thought of join- 
ing the church in this place, but do not know that I am fit 
to belong to a people devoted tc God as much as that body 
ought to be. Such a responsibility is resting on a person 
of this description, that I think and fesr I should be a 
stumbling block to poor sinners. 

Brother, do you think of the obligation voi' are under 
to live as a christian ? Do you t 'link of tl Covenant you 
made with your God whc; ^u was buried with Christ in 
baptism ? Oh, if you do, as you value your soul, do not 
break it. 

" He that putteth his hand to the plough and looketh 
back, is not fit for the Kingdom of Heaven." 

"During this period (at nineteen years of age) he 
joined the church at Fredonia, and immediately became 
interested in Sabbath Schools and the cause of God uni- 
versally — and in whatever he engaged for the cause of 
Christ, he entered with his whole heart." 

Even from his first experience in the divine life, beseems 
to have been confirmed and established in those high and 
holy principles of religions obligation, which he ever man- 
iifested in after life. 
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PltOM HIS SISTER. 

. . . . I am exceedingly anxious that you live de- 
voted to God. In ali thy ways acknowledge Him and He 
will direct thy path. Your young companions may for- 
sake you, but let them take knowledge by your life, that 
you have learned of Christ. After relating her own ex- 
perience, she farther adds, — A. let us live a self-denying 
and Cross-bearing life, and that Being who has been the 
God of our dear parents will be ours aiso. 

While interceding at the throne of grace for ourselves, 
Jet us not forget our dear brothers at home. 

BunhirTc, Sept. m, '30. 

Dear Sister,— As I am deprived the privilege of attending 
Covenant meeting this afternoon, I write you a few lines. 
I was quite disappointed in not attending Association, yet 

endured it very patiently, but Mr. informed me that 

I could no more attend meetings during week days, while 
I live with S. H. & Co. I have heard you had a good 
meeting at Carroll, and am glad others can have the privi- 
leges and enjoy them if I cannot. But Cynthia, I hope 
I shall not always be obliged to live as I now do, although 
I think it is all for the best I have enjoyed myself much 
this afternoon thinking of my dear brethren and sisters. 
Oh Cynthia, how pleasant it is to get away from the cares 
and troubles of this world and sit down with those we 
expect to meet in heaven ! 

From a certificate of commendation given him (at 
twenty years of age) by a Mercantile Company, it seems 
that he was eminently qualified for business, and that " his 
integrity and moral character were irreproachable.^' 

He was alternately engaged as a student and behind the 
counter, as a means of support in the prosecution of his 
studies — while his sister was much employed in teaching 
school. There seems also, to have been a reciprocation 
of favors bietween them, always so delightful and praise- 
worthy in families. 

2* 
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At this time his sister writes 4hu8 : 

" i believe our trials have served to increase our union ' 
and strengthen those ti 5S of divine love, which should en- 
twine aroundrtfee hearts of all the children of God. Oh 
yes, Abel, I begin to thiuk irials are good— ^they only 
serve to make the path of the righteous to shine brighter 
and brighter. We all the time need something to w&m 
pur affections from this wo/ld and calise as to love and 
serve God more and belter, I do soraetimcB feel to cmx- 
fide in God, * Lord I believe, help thou -^inrJ unbelief.' " 

March 31st, .'3 J, To a friend Abei wnfes, as follows ; 
I never, until within a few days, felt to give myself up to 
the service of God in a/^ respects, but I now feel willing 
to put «// on board Zion's ship and give God the helm. 

Mr.JP. iasgetting the Presbyterian yoke on so hard, that 
it will gall his neck (I think.) 

Remember nse to all friends. Tell brother Hale, that 
God has seen fit to bless me in a straight forward course, 
&<5. What my future destiny is, I know not — ^my oiily 
desire (as respects myself) is, to live so that I shall be 
approved in that day, v/hen I am called to the judgment 
seat of Christ. 

FROM CYJSrrHlA. 

Sept. 30th, m 

. . . . I plainly see that I love this world so much, 
that there is very little of the i^a;/»«r dwelling in my heart. 
A. undoubtedly, you think, you have many trials and dis- 
appointments to encounter — well, these are the common 
lot of all God's people. Through much tribulation ye 
enter the kingdom of Heaven." You and I have but just 
entered the field of battle — shall we desert at the com- 
mencement? No, my brother — the victory is for those 
who fight. Let us endure as good soldiers of "Jesus 
Christ, the great Captain of our salvation," who will 
shortly bear us conquerors, through him who hath loved 
us, away to His heavenly mansions, where we shall sing 
"the song pi" Mosfes and the Lamb, forever and ever.^' 
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Do Abel, trust in God for direction in every affair of 
life. Let us pray for each other, long as health und life 
remains. 

In a subsequent letter to his sister, he writes-^" As for 
the things of this world, I have come to the conclusion, 
that it is all vexation of spirit. The mcae I engage in 
them the more perplexities I find." 

Lockport, May 6th, '31. 

Ob, my Dear Sister, 

What shall I say — ^In viewing the situation 
of ray father's family— those near and dear to me by the 
ties of consanguinity. I am almost resolved to say, I will 
turn my attention (exclusively) to their temporal welfare 
aitd to the affairs of this life. The Lord has (I trusty 
take?! from me the desire of possession in this world, with 
all its vain pursuits and delusive charms — and I now 
think myself willing to relinquish all for the service of 
Christ, could I only see my dear brother (for whose inter- 
est I feel deeply) in a way to obtain an education. Yet 
God is able to banish all my fears and place all my hopes 
on His blessed cause. Think calmly while you read. If 
I could see you, I could then unbosom my feelinjfs, but I 
tell you, and I hope in the fear of God (strange as it may 
seem) that I feel it my duty after asking of God as I trust 
—to preach — and my dear sister, if you ever felt to prat/ 
for your brother, pray now, that he may be willing to go 
forth and discharge his dfxti/, relying on God alone to 
bless and sustain his efforts. 

When I look around and see how " white are the fields," 
— and the laborers so few, I feel anxious for the time to 
go and thrust. in the sickle and share in the bounties of so 
glorious a harvest. I feel as though I want to wear out 
this body and these lungs in the service of God. 

The path to riches and honor in this world look easy, 
but not inviting. It is nothing to be rich in this world, 
but to be rich in grace, is all I wish—or to be more plainly 
understood, I desire (I think) nothing so much as to be a 
faithful minister of Jesus. God has seen fit to bless me 
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abondanUy since I tried to sqrve him—and he has said, 
his grace is a]!-9ufficient. 

The church in this place; has of late received swne 
precious jeveels, although some are dead weights in Zion. 
Should Providence permit, X shall go out to Ghautauque 
in, about two months, when I hope to have a message for 
some of those who sleep in Zion. Oh remember me at 
the mercy seat. 

P. S. i expect to leave the business I am in, in about 
six or eight weeks if tiie door of Providence is opened. (My 
employer is now in New York.) You may keep this let- 
ter within your own breast, until you hear from me again, 
as I may be deceived on this subject, but talk to God much 
about it. r hope all will trust in God, not in Abel, — I 
cannot give the things of this world. A. B» 

Many things of a family nature in their correspondence, 
(ni9t suited to the public eye) tend equally with the pre- 
ceding, to exhibit his character in the kindred relations 
he sustained — such as proffers of assistance to his broth- 
ers in obtaining an education, which were duly appreci- 
ated and readily accepted. 

Such simple exhibitions of his views and feelings, as 
these frank and unassuming letters present, carry far more 
evidence of his true character, than the most labored ar- 
guments in Ethics, or the mere solution of intellectual 
problems in divinity, In consideration of so valuable tes- 
timony, it is hoped the compiler will be excusable for 
making ^o copious extracts therefrom. 

Lockport, June 17th, '31. 

" Dear Sister, 

Yours I have — Jesus reigns — Let the earth re- 
joice — all I can say is, what hath the Lord wrought I I 
have often thought 6f the youth in fair Ghautauque, and 
when in a measure, I have realized their situation at the 
bar of God, I think I have felt in heart to say, Lord, save 
or they perish ! Let us for one moment look back, when 
we were without hope and without Christ in the world, 
busily engaged in decorating these mortal bodies, which 
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soon must be food for worms, vtnd see if we are not under 
obligation to s&rve God while we live for even permitting 
us to bear some humble part in accomplishing his pur- 
poses. Oh, how humble should christians feel when C od 
in his infinite mercy has vouchsafed unto them his Holy 
Spirit, to guide and direct them into all duty — and to as- 
sist them to speak and pray to diyine acceptance. Christ- 
ians should ever realize that their strength is perfect 
weakness, and depend alone on the strength and merits of 
Christ 

If you who are Baptists, are now, all only willing that 
God should reign, and will lay by your party feelings, you 
will soon be built up a spiritual house, against which the 
prince of darkness or his followers cannot prevail. I hope 
you and those dear sisters with you, will do and realize, 
that the cause of Christ is worth infinitely more than all 
earth beside — and pray God to keep you humble, that 
you may never cease your efforts, until you see "the 
church coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon the 
blessed Jesus." All that is required of you is, to perform 
the duties allotted to you as individual christians, in the 
love and fear of God, and leave the event with Him who 
knows what is best for his children. Christians are apt 
to have an unscriptural anxiety about God's affairs, are 
fearful he will not manage jusj; right — but if you ever 
feel any thing of tins, be assured that t/ou are not right. 
Don't trouble yourself about the affairs of God, he will 
permit error, delusion, strife and tumult to reign just as 
long as he sees fit, and then will bring it to m end. — 
Would that T were more reconciled to the will of heaven. 
I wish to make a few plain remarks to you, and others, 
could I see them, on the example those in your situation 
should exhibit. For several years you have professed relig- 
ion, yet you are still young. Those younger than yourselves 
will probably make the same profession ; to whom will 
they look for example? To sister Brown, Burgess, Mal- 
lery, &c. If then young christians should thus look to 
you for instruction, what conduct should you bear towards 
them ? In the first place, you should always greet them 
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with that pleasant salutation, sister. Oh, how my feolings 
have been dampened by the title Mr. from one whom I 
really thpiaght to be my brother. This affectionate saluta- 
tion is often omitted in the presence of strangers — but it 
is wrong so to do— for see, says the stranger, those clirist- 
ians are ashamed of each other. . 

2d. We should be careful to enqtiire after the welfare 
of their souls, whether they enjoy the presence of Jesus or 
not — and very soon, it would be our greatest delight to 
tell each other how much of heaven we have enjoyed sii^ce 
last we met. 

3d. Let our conversation be in heaven from whence we 
lotiik foi: the Saviour. 

Finally, we should endeavor so to act that we can look 
up implicitly toward heaven and ask God for a blessing 
on oui' labors. We are apt to forget to pray together. 
We should make it a practice (on all proper occasions) 
when we meet and when we part, to begin and end at the 
mercy seat." 

Again he writes — '* I am at present busily engaged in 
the things of this world, but expect ere long to be liberated, 
and with pleasure I look forward to the heax'enly employ- 
ment, to which I jtrust, my Saviour has called me. Al- 
though, I must say with one of old, Who is sufficient 
for these icings." " Praise the liord," for the arm of the 
Jehovah la Almighty. I love you all dearly, but hope I 
love Jesus and his cause more. I want more humility ; 
I cannot tell you all my wants, but Jesus knows them. 
The road to heaven lies through this world, and as our 
Captain went before, let us follow and submit cheerfully 
to tbe temptations of Satan and all the enemies of God, 
recollecting that " they work for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." 

" Then shall I be satisfied when I awake in his like- 
ness." 

Let us so live, that when called upon at death, we can 
say, — I have done what I could. That we may be per- 
mitted to reign together in heaven, is the earnest prayer 
of your brother, Abei. 



CHAPTER III. 

Studies Divinity at Hamiiton— Continuation of correspondence with hi« 
; sister-— Letter to his parents and brother. 

Although kind offers of commission were presented him 
(at this age) in mercantile business, he declined, on the 
ground that " the Lord had other work for him to do." 
And being still desirous to continue his studies with refer- 
ence to the- ministry, he entered the Lit. & Theo. Sem. 
at Hamilton. 

Soon after his arrival in H. he thus describes his jour- 
ney from Forestville, &-c. being a review of former scenes 
and acquaintance, together with his new abode. 

Oct. 29th, 1831. 

My Dear Sister, . I arrived in 

Lockport Sunday after I left you about ten o'clock — 
found all warm friends and well. Started on Mbnday 
Morn, "on board boat" with Eider Tucker. Arrived at 
El bridge in time to hear the first sermon at the sitting of the 
Convention. Elder Elliott stood in the pulpit and spoke 
from Rom, 8th : 3d and 4th verses. I think I never heard 
a sermon from mortal lips, that exhibited more of the 
greatness, goodness" ahd love of God. He indeed showed 
himself to be a man of talents, eloquence and powers of 
reasoning, yet he appeared desirous to use , them all in 
showing the loveliness of the Saviour and not himself. It 
was a very interesting season, and they indeed appeared to 
sit together " in a heavenly place" in Christ Jesus. 

Thursday, proceeded on our way and arrived at Syra- 
cuse in the evening — heard the converted Jew preach. 
Started in the morning and arrived at Morrisville about 
noon. I now feel quite at home. Called on most of the 
friends J visited the grave yard, and there saw the little 
mounds raised over the bodies of many whom I once be- 
held Walking the streets of Morrisville. There is a sweet- 
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ness in the thought, in viewing these sepulchral homes, 
that the mortal part only rests there. It seemed very 
pleasant to read the names of those who (as I trusted) 
died in the triumphs of faith, for while I gazed on the 
earth .that hid their bodies from sight, I looked — and by 
the eye of faith, saw them rising in the likeness of Christ. 
I saw the grave of Miss L. (Oh, that fair form is now 
wasting away.) I felt as though I could weep, but some- 
thing whispered, she has gone to God who will do no in- 
justice. 

AH my young acquaintBnce received me very cordially : 
those of us who were once boys and girls together, now, 
apparently took more delight in conversing with each 
other than ever. But my sister, they don't love Jesus. I 
endeavored in my feeble manner, to tell them that Jesus 
had died to save sinners, and that they must believe on 
Him if they would be saved— yet none but God can turn 
them. I hope I love to pray for them. I went to Messrs. 

■ ; the young ladies inquired particularly about you 

and expressed a wish to see you, which I think was real. 

I arrived here last Monday evening — called on brother 
Dean and was welcomed to his abode, and for the first 
time was permitted with him to address a throne of grace. 

We rise in. the morning at half past four — assemble in 
the Ghapel at Ifive and attend prayer, (O Cynthia, it is a 
pleasant place.) Breakfast at about half past six, — have 
porridge and bread for breakfast, — meat, sauce and bread 
for dinner, or leave the meat and take butter, as we 
choose. For tea we take cold water, bread and butter. 
This is the fare of most of the students or of the abstinence 
society ; but tea, coffee, &c. are furnished for those who 
wish them. 

Cynthia, the word self-denial means a great deal. In- 
form yourself in what' duty consists, and " go thou and do 
likewise." Sister, I would write more on this subject, 
did room admit. I do not like to write such a letter as 
this, but knew you would expect it, therefore comply. I 
had much rather be telling you about the Saviour, for He 
appears exceedingly precious to me at this time. The 
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closet lias been very sweet to me, although I have the sanie 
temptations of mn and of Satan to v/ithstand as ever. I 
hope you grow in grace every day, for this is your privi- 
lege. I think I feel more sensibly the presence of God — 
that He is ever looking into the innermost recesses of the 
soul. It is a fearful consideration, — but if we can hide 
under the Saviour's wings we are safe. What unholy 
creatures we seem, when we realize that the all-piercing 
eye of Jehovah is upon us ! 

To all I hope none of you meet at the mercy seat 
without remembering Abel, especially in a family capac- 
ity. God will hear prayer. 

Remember -me to all the dear brethren and sisters — 
especially to those v/ho bade me such a hearty farewell. 

Yours in a precious Savior, A. B, 

22d Feb. — This morning have been reading the 18th 
chapter of Matthew. I find that I owe God ten thousand 
talents, and that when I had nothing to pay. He, as I trust, 
forgave me all the debt. On examining my heart, I . find 
also that I have been like the wicked servant who took his 
brother by the throat, when he owed him but one hundred 
pence. O, shall I ever possess the forgiving spirit which 
characterized our Saviour. I have often thought if I 
could go to F., I would with pleasure confess to those 
who stood opposed to me in opinion, that I did not feel the 
forgiving spirit of Jesus. My sister, it is our duty, if we 
do wrong in the least, even to a person who has all his 
life-time abused us, to go to tliat person and confess our 
fault. We must confess and forsake our sins, if we would 
find mercy. Have all the dear brethren and sisters in For- 
estville church, confessed all their wrong feelings toward 
and expressions about their opposing brethren and sisters ? 
If they have not, they cannot expect to be blessed in soul, 
and they certainly have not done their duty. We must do 
those things in which we ask God to bless us or ne can- 
not have free access to the mercy seat, and if w?. are shut 
firom that blessed place, we are surely in a lamentable con- 
dition 

3 
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Sunday Eve, Feb, 26. — I have just received a letter 
from brother Thomas. He tells me he hopes he is a 
christian. I hope you will lead him along. I want to 
talk with you about self-denial. Bear with me a little lon- 
ger. I find it is our duty to deny our taste well as any 
other vain desire. I find by experience that I enjoy good 
health and live without pies or cakes, tea or coffee. A 
plain, simple diet is for our health ; it costs the least, and 
God approves. A contrary course injures our health, costs 
aiore, and God disapproves. I only mention this subject, 
and leave it with you to pray over. In doing the will of 
God, there is great reward. 

Hamilton, May 25, '32. 
Very Dear Br. Edwin : — I know not how to address you 
as you may be in eternity before I am ever permitted to 
see you. I know not why you are afflicted, while I enjoy 
health. You cannot be a greater sinner than I am, there- 
fore that caimot be the reason. I can only say, "Even so, 
Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight." I hope, my 
brother, you will neither murmur nor repine at your lot ; 
for the Lord does all things well. He knows when it is 
best to send affliction upon his children, and when best to 
take them to himself. Only resign all into his hands and 
trust in JeSus for salvation, and you can meet death with a 
smile. Do not think your situation and lot hard ; for 
when compared with others they are not. A short time 
since, I was at the County Poor-house — went around 
among the sick and conversed with them about their 
eternal interest. I found many without hope in Christ; 
two in particular were miserable, compared with your sit- 
uation. They sent for me to visit their chamber. I im- 
mediately complied with their request. I went to the bed- 
side of the first, a black woman, about middle aged. She 
was in great, distress — told me she had a hope in Jesus and 
expected soon to be with him. Yet, said she was willing 
to bear all the pain the Lord saw fit to inflict, as he would 
not send one too many. The other was an intelligent 
looking young woman, whose husband had become a 
drunkard, and left her, with a dejtf little child after bring- 
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ing her to this land of strangers, sick and alone, Avithout 
any friend but the mercies of the public. In this situation 
she was carried to the poor-house. She was almost over- 
powered with grief. She said that she had an aged father 
and mother in Massachusetts ; but they were unable to 
render her any assistance, and she was unwilling to have 
their hearts broken by the sad intelligence of her situation. 
After telling her about Jesus and his suffering, she, look- 
ing at the little child, said, " Were it not for this, I would 
willingly die." I looked at her and then at the black avo- 
man, who asked me if I was willing to pray with them. I 
kneeled by her bed-side, and tried to commend them in 
the name of Jesus to Him who hears prayer. Afiier I arose 
they thanked me for what they esteemed kindness, and I 
soon retired. I have reflected much upon the scene since 
that time, and have endeavored to compare their situation 
with yours and mine. They have no father who prays for 
them ; no mother to soothe their anguish and answer their 
calls; no affectionate sister to sympathize with them. in 
their affliction, and no friend to call and tell them about 
Jesus. I hope, my brother, you will be calm and undis- 
turbed when thinking of your situation, and try to realize 
that you are not at your own disposal ; but that God has 
sent this affliction upon you for some wise purpose : and 
although you may not think or see why it is so, yet, trust 
in God, and believe him when he says, " all things shall 
work together for good to them who love him." 

The only desire the christian should have to stay in this 
world, should be to warn sinners to flee from the wrath to 
come. The Lord knows when to take them to accomplish 
his purposes. You may at last meet around the throne 
with hundreds of immortal spirits, who were brought to 
see their situation through the instrumentality of one con- 
verted at your death. 

Death, to the impenitent sinner is the " king of terrors" ; 
but to the christian, it is the beginning of life. Is it a 
terror to be free from sin, and to be like Jesus? The 
thought of being like Jesus has many times filled your soul 
with joy iuexpressible. But, O my brother, what will the 
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reality be ! Now we look only by an eye of faitii into 
Heaven, seeing Abraham, Isaac and Moses, with angels 
and Jesus — and even this infant glance almost overcomes 
us ; but what will be our joy when seated in their midst ! 
I have sometimes been ready to inquire, why am I not one 
of their number ? It is because this clog of clay holds me 
down to earth. But I trust you will soon have the privi- 
lege of leaving this hinderance, and death alone can sep- 
arate this mortal from immortality Then do not fear to 
die, for death is no more than raising the curtain which 
hides Heaven from our view. We should be willing to stay 
here just as long as God would have us, and bear with pa- 
tience all the afflictions he sends upon us ; for we never 
can suffer as much as Jesus did. I want to see you very 
much, hut do not expect it in the flesh. There will be no 
death around the tlirone of God. There, we can praise 
that Jesus who died to redeem us without interruption. 

0 how sweet his name will sound when sung by an im- 
mortal tongue ! Were there not a world of sinners who 
never heard the sweet name of Jesus, I would gladly go 
with you to His Father's mansions. I must bid you adieu. 

1 shall, in my feeble manner, try to pray that God may 
give you a calm and unmoved spirit ; and that, whether 
He permits you to live or die, you may be His. Oh, my 
brother, trust in God and/ccr not. Farewell. 

In the prosecution of his studies he was obliged, as he 
had hitherto been, like many other students, to rely entire- 
ly on his own exertions for support, excepting occasional 
favors from his family, always given with a good will and 
a hearty "God speed," which to him was more than an 
encouragement to effort. 

In his sister he never failed to find a sympathizing friend 
to cheer him onward in his course, as from her lips and 
pen she dropped the words of consolation and of love. 

Hear her say in that aijgel voice, " Go on, my brother; 
my soul says, go — Yonder is the prize laid up in Heaven 
above." Then pointing the way she proceeds — "but ever 
be mindful that through much tribulation we enter the 
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kingdom of heaven. There are many enemies to encoun- 
ter; but they shall be deistroyed, and we come off more 
than conquerors through Him who hath loved us. Oh that 
I could do something for God during the little time I may 
be permitted to live. I feel that my life is almost spent. 
Had it been spent in usefulness, then I could meet death 
with a smile — but Jesus lives ; therefore have I hope. I 
have enjoyed many pleasant seasons in my little retired 
chamber since you left. Sweet have been my meditations 
on heavenly things, and you, my dear brother, have not 
been forgotten. May the Lord ever be your guide is the 
prayer of your unworthy sister. I now retire — " and 
there, in the sanctuary of a sister's heart, w as he again 
and again remembered. 

In a letter dated, Hamilton, Dec. 5, '31, he thus writes: 

Dear Parents : — I trust, I have felt and do still feel 
grateful for your unceasing kindness to me. I am led to 
thank God for permitting you to Hvc, and be a guide to. me 
- in youth. But the privilege of receiving religious instruc- 
tion in childhood, is one that I never have realized as I 
ought. Where should I have been or what ray fate, had I 
not have had religious parems to instruct me — God only 
knows. I think I have (of late) had a small view of the 
blessings resulting from praying parents. 

You appear precious to me when I think of the circle 
around a father's fireside, or when I think of you as earth- 
ly friends, who Will alivays sympathize with me in affliction, 
but when I think of you at the mercy seat, pleading in ray 
behalf, then it is, the cord is fastened in my inmost soul. 
Then we are cemented together with a Saviour's blood. 

We ought to be very humble before God for permitting 
us to labor in His cause. We should not think, we are 
making sacrifices, when we are called to give up Father, 
Mother, Brother or Sister, or even our children for Christ's 
sake. I hoped to have been permitted to have supplied 
your temporal wants, when old age deprived you of strength 
— but I trust Jesus will then lend you His sustaining arm 
on which to lean, and v/ili not only go down with you to 
3* 
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the borders of the grave—but will lead you through the 
valley of death—and present you spotless before the throne 
of His Father, while he exhibits His wounded aide and 
points to Calvary, saying, — there I purchased these with 
my blood! 

N. B. I hope, you will not trouble yourselves about 
ray temporal welfare. A. B. 

Writing his Sv^er, Dec. 25th, '31, 

In view of the heathen world, he was led to exclaim — 
Where is the christian, who thinks enough of the Saviour 
and the souls of men to leave the parental roof and all 
civilized society, to go and teach them, how to escape the 
wrath of God, I have asked myself, are you willing to 
make these sacrifices, leave home, Father, Mother, Broth- 
ers and Sisters and America with all its enticing charms, 
for the privilege of teaching poor benighted heathen that 
Jesus Christ was crucified that sinners might live ? I do 
not know what to answer, but sometimes trust, I can free- 
ly say — here Lord, am I — if thou canst accept of 
so sinful a creature. I know not where, it will be my 
duty to labor, I must leave it until future years to deter- 
mine ; hoping, I shall be willing to go wherever the Lord 
would have me. - You are bound to me my sister, by en- 
dearing ties, and I vainly hoped to have strewed your path 
with temporal blessings, but the Lord in mercy has shown 
me (in a degree) that this world is neither an abode of 
pleasure or of rest, and that we ought not ;.o think of rest- 
ing here below, but rather be anxious to wear out these 
mortal frames in the service of our Divine Master. With 
these feelings I ask you solemnly — are you willing to be- 
come a Missionary 1 Are you willing to live, labor and 
die, pointing sinners to the Lamb of Got? ? I do not ask 
you to go to Burraah, there are heath'^n chis side of that 
benighted region- -I oni) -?.sk, are /c "illing to give 
yourself up to the cause of Christ, andpiu.^, orodtoopen the 
door and make you willing to enter in. The poor Indians 
call — The distant vallies of the west cry, " come over and,, 
help us" ; and on all sides the voice is heard, " tell us how 
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to escape an eternal hell — and who Jesus Christ is." I feel 
aa though I could with pleasure give you the parting hand 
and say, go, labor for Jesus. I know we are not fit or 
worthy to be Missionaries ; but Jesus is worthy. These 
feelings are not of the moment, and the more I inforn^ 
myself upon the subject, the more I long to have my 
desires granted. It is not impossible for God to open a 
door that you may go out and labor for Hiin. I tmst we 
feel that we are the Lord's and not our own. We ought 
not to have any interest of our own separate from Christ : 
and Christians must devote their time, talents and influ- 
ence to the cause of Christ before the isles of the sea shall 
rejoice, or Ethiopia stretch forth her hands unto God. 

To his youngest brother he writes : 

Dear Brother Lyman : — I love you dearly and want to 
see you very much. Yet I am not sure that I ever shall 
see you again in this world. I wish you to remember that 
you are not too young to die ; and if you die a wicked boy 
you can never go where Jesus is. Jesus loves to hear lit- 
tle boys pray, and delights to see them good boys. I hope 
you go to the Sabbath School and to meeting i very Sab- 
bath. I send you this little map, in order that you may 
find the place where Jesus was born, and where be was^ 
crucified. And when you find these places, think that this 
Jesus died and was crucified because we were sinners, 
and that He might save us from going down to hell. — 
Please to keep this map very nice, and learn to answer all 
the questions in the table. Go to school and learn all you 
can now, while young, so that you may know something 
when you come to be a man. I want you to write me the 
first opportunity you have of sending a letter, and tell me 
whether you go to sabbath school or not, and what you 
study at the day school, and all about what you are doing, 
and what is done in Forestville. Tell brother Edwin, I 
want to see him very much. From your brother, Abel. 



CHAPTER IV 



Second yenr at Hamilton— Hio Practical Efforts in the Cause of Sabbath 
Schools— Missionary Letters— Journal. 

He seems to have considered a Theoretical course of 
studying Divinity, as it is termed, best promoted by a 
divine course of action. He therefore was not satisfied 
with being cloistered within the walls of an Institution, 
without doing something toward the great object for which 
he was preparing himself. He accordingly was much en- 
gaged in exhortation and prayer with his fellow students, 
and in study of the scriptures, with stated seasons for med- 
itation and devotion. 

In writing to his sister, he casually remarks: — I have 
charge of two Sabbath Schools and two Bible classes j one 
in each. 

Severe in self discipline, he practised every self denial 
requisite, with his limited means, in the prosecution of his 
studies — which also served fully to develop his principles 
and mould his character to the requirements of the gospel. 
He also improved whatever time he could command, in 
publicly teaching the gospel of Christ, as indicated in his 
journals and letters. 

Hamilton, Feb. 6, 1832, 
My Dear Sister : — I know not as this will ever get to 
you, but will pen down a few thoughts. 

I have just returned from Morrisville, where I have 
spent three weeks, it being vacation. Have attended meet- 
ing almost every day in the village and vicinity. I have 
visited most of the people in M. with whom I was acquaint- 
ed, and tried in my cold hearted and feeble maimer to tell 
them about Jesus ; but I know so little about Him myself 
that I could neither do or say but little. Oh that I was more 
like my blessed Master. While I live, let rne labor for 
Jeaus. This world, my sister, how vain it is ! What will 



MEMOIR OP ABEIi BROWN. 



33 



the heathen do — no Saviour to shelter them from that 
Almighty storm that is fast approaching. Can we meet 
them at the judgment seat of Christ, and stand our- 
selves acquitted, unless we do all we can to deliver 
them from this awful state. The youth of our land must 
come up to their rescue. I hope you will train the dear 
children under your care, with the blessing of God, in such 
a manner that they will not live for themselves. 

TO THE SAME. 

14 Feb. '33. 

I have thought, and am da'Iy thinking, concerning the 
subject I have before written you ; but no favorable oppor- 
tunity has yet presented itself for consideration. I trust 
that you are laboring for the Lord where you are. We 
should make it our object to glorify God in every position 
of life. Self must altogether be laid aside^ if we would 
labor acceptably in his cause. 

15th Feb'y — I was unexpectedly called to lay aside 
my pen last evening, therefore resume it to-night. I have 
been thinking what I have done for Jesus in my life, and 
my feelings and thoughts I cannot describe. I received 
your letter to day, and this evening I have been thinking 
about you, and have thought God would humble you at 
the feet of Jesus, if he never did me- — That he would per- 
mit you to labor for him successfully, if I am not. I think 
if I could see you I should talk as follows : — 

" Dear sister, we profess to love Jesus, and swy that we 
wish to labor for him ; therefore it becometh us to lay 
aside every thing that keeps us from the Mercy seat and 
hinders us from serving Him. Now are we willing to 
show by our actions what our words say we desire ; are 
we willing to put off the fashions of the world— our fine 
clothes — and are we willing to sacrifice our good names — 
willing to be called singular, enthusiastic, self righteous^ 
fools, and all other slanderous names which a wicked 
world can heap upon us. Are we willing to deny self en- 
tirely and take up our cross and follow Jesus, if he leads 
us into the burning furnace ? The blessed Jesus had not 
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where to lay his head. Methinks I hear you say, gladly 
would I make any sacrifice ; or, I would not think any 
thing I could do for Jesus a sacrifice. 

I have not mentioned the subject to any one, and shall 
not until I hear from you ; and if you answer me as I trust 
you will, 1 shall use ray influence to obtain for you a situ- 
ation, that you may go and labor until you hear the 
voice, "Child, your Father calls, come home." 

I take great pleasure in meeting you at the mercy seat. 

Adieu, my sister. ABEL. 

In his Journal he thus describes his labors on a preach- 
ing tour. 

Springfield, Sept. 8, 1832. I have only a moment 
to write. I have been in town two weeks, and the Lord 
I trust lias been with me.. Have preached nine times. — 
The Lord appears to be hovering over this place. (Chico- 
pee Factories.) I have not as yet had time to visit any of 
my relatives ; but am under the delightful necessity of 
meeting an audience every evening. There are about 
eight hundred inhabitants in this place. My heart ew' 
twines around this people ; but duty will soon call me to 
leave them. I have had some views of eternity, and of the 
awful condition of the sinner in the world of spisrits. Oh, 
when will men learn to be wise and consider their latter 
end ! Have seen Eld. Ezra Going to-day, and heard him 
preach. He is a going man, and may the Lord bless his 
labors. ' 

I take satisfaction in praying the Lord to forgive and 
" wake up" those drowsy professors who clog the wheels 
of Zion. The time has already come when Christians 
must show, by their acts of benevolence, that they are 
such, or be accounted drones in the hive of Christ. I feel 
to bless the Lord that the youth in the church of God be- 
gin to live and act some as Jesus did. Our Saviour be- 
came poor, that we might be rich. And dare we refuse 
to follow his example 1 May heaven forbid. 
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Avon, Hartford Co. Conn. Sept. 13. 

I am attending a protracted meeting in this place. God 
has seen fit to bless me since I came here — but I stand 
almost alone. Ministers do not preach here as in N. Y. ; 
and christians are not awake to their eternal interests. I 
I do not know why I have been brought to this place, or 
what the Lord is about, to do with me. I hope I am wil- 
ling that God should do with me as seemeth good in his 
sight. When I look back, and see where most who have 
lived upon this earth have gone, and reflect that most, now 
on the stage of action, are hastening to the same dark 
abode, what can I do, but throw myself in the way, and try, 
with all the powers which God has given me, to stop men . 
froin plunging into the abyss of woe. A sOul in hell eter- 
nally ! how awful the thought ! who can endure it ? 

I came through Hartford on my way to this place, but 
had not time to go about the city much — took a view of 
the place from the top of the Baptist Church. It is pleas- 
antly situated, and contains about ten thousand immortal 
souls. There appears to be miich wealth and talent in the 
city. Oh, that it was all devoted to the cause of Jesus ! 
But let others do as they may, here Lord, accept of ray 
unworthy self — time, talents and all — and for Jesus' sake 
use them to promote Thy glory, or take me firora the 
world — Thy will, Oh God, be done," 

Springfdd, Sep. 15. — Arrived here this morning from 
Avon. Have had a precious time during my absence from 
this place. It appeared to me that God was willing to save 
sinners; but his professed ministers and people stood in 
the way. In view of this, I felt to pray " in groans that 
cannot be uttered," before the Throne^ that God would 
break the hearts of His servants. 

On Friday morning, the man who preached on Thurs- 
day P. M., with a heart apparently almost insensible, this 
morning got. down upon his knees, being the first who had 
kneeled, and Offered a petition, with all that childlike sim- 
plicity with which the ministers of Jesus should pray. It 
was pleasant to see the tears roll down his stately cheeks. 
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The chiirch biegaa to weep> and sinners began to cry, 
"Fray for me." lu this situatioa I left them. 

Madley CXma/, jScp?. 18, 1832. On Saturday 
eveningr last found myself very much fatigued, but attend- 
ed meeting. Tried to preach two ,^ermons on the Sab- 
Bath at the Factories, and one at ^iliijraansett in the 
evening: The great God, I trust, h^jpfed me. On Mon- 
day came to this place — shall continuls about two hours. 

During his visit in this region, he notices the attention 
tn\d kindness of various relatives ; also the respective ch ijr- 
acter and condition of their families, in all of which, he 
manifests the most lively interest for their spiritual well- 
fare. Some are represented as being without hqpe in 
Christ ; otliers as devotedly pious. 

« J__ — - is like the man in the gospel, * I haye^jnarried 
a wife and cannot come.' R-,-~~ has built hini a house 
aii4 is soon to be married. His heart is all full of farms, 
iiouses, cattle and sheep, and every thing else, except Je- 
sus, and his religion. Grandmother Pendleton is still liv- 
ing, although 94 years old. She is a poor, helpless, insen- 
sible old lady. I have visited the house and farm where I 
was born,; but it does not appear as it did in childhood. 
The beautiful bed of lilies is gone. The stately oak has 
been removed — -the shzd has fallen and decayed — -the fine 
peach trees are not seen, and even the house itself is de- 
caying, and ffist falling to pieces." On this scene he 
makes no comment j for he never flowed himself in vain 
regrets jmd sad reflections. This was a peculiar trait in 
bis mental disposition. He was too much engaged in the 
duties of the " ever varying present," to , indulge in the 
dreamy shadows of the past. 

South Ifadley, Sept 26: 
Last evening, .tried^ to preach in this place, and real- 
ized in s^ime degree tha presence of the Saviour. I know 
not why I am thus favored, for I am fuUy (Sensible, that I 
am one of the most sinful beings on earth-shaving siniied 
against great light, and crucified the Saviour afresh, again 
and again. Still, God, in His unbounding mercy, has 



MEMOIR OF ABEL BHOWN. 



37 



seen fit to bless me abundantly. When I realize how this 
sinful world has used the lovely Jesus, I am constrained 
to wonder and am astonished that He has not left it to rts 
own choice. 1 am aware of my indiiference to the great 
concerns of eternity, compared with what I shall feel in 
the light of another world. Yet still, I am under the 
painful necessity of seeing those who are even more in- 
different than myself — but they must soon awake or be 
called unprepared, to give an account of their steward- 
ship. 

To Cynthia. 

With reference to a prospective field of usefulness in 
some Missionary Station. 

South Hadley, Sept. ^i6th, '32. 

Ever be found using all proper means 

to facilitate the object you so much desire to accomplish. 
I love you as I do myself, but I lov.s the cause of Jesus 
more than I love your society. I hope we shall get wh^c 
Jesus is in a few short years : until that time, let us be wil- 
ling to be separated, if the bleeding cause of a suffering 
Saviour thus demands. The poor perishing heathen caS 
up all the energies of my soul at times. Were I pre- 
pared, I would gladly leave my native shores for those 
where^darkness reigns. I have enjoyed myself very well 
sifice I have been in this section of country. I have 
spent most of my time at S. where the Lord is moving 
upon the hearts of the dear youth. I have preached every 
Sabbath but one since coming here. Six have been bap- 
tized, others are waiting and some are saying, " What 
shall I do to be saved?" The people in W. are in a 
cold dead state. Dea. P. is the most engaged of any 
among them, and he is not more than half awake. I have 
trji-^d to talk to them, but there appears a mountain of ice 
hinging over them. Many of the old professors and even 
ministers seem to press me down into the dust. *' Awake, 
thou that sleepest and Clirist shall give thee life." The 
more I think, do and see relative to these things, the 
more I realize the importance of christians acting accord- 
4 
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ing to their profession. But sister, there is a generation 
of youth coming into the churches, who will unshackle 
themselves from past errors in the church, and give their 
all to Christ and his cause. Be faithful to young christ- 
ians, talk to them, pray with them and impress on their 
minds the importance of giving all to Christ. Not only 
do your duty to the world, but arouse others that they 
may help you in doing this great work. 

We can do but little, yet if the multitude of youthful 
friends take hold with us, great things will be accom- 
plished. When you see a young christian in an error, 
tell them frankly in christian meekness of it, and God will 
bless you and them also. I have of late, talked to some 
of our sisters about their curls, ribbons and rings — and to 
brethren about their watch trimmings, and nearly all of 
them have said, I am wrong. Some have even taken 
them off in my presence and said, I will no longer wear 
these unnecessary ornaments. The only way is, to be 
faithful, or these errors will not cease to exist. The 
friends, one and all, speak of you in the warmest terms, 
and seem to desire your welfare. Yours, Abel. 

Continuation of Journal. 

On way to New York, Steam Boat McDonough, Oct. 
2d, '32. — I have just left the dear young friends at C. 
Factories. I have in that place, I trust, enjoyed the pres- 
ence of the Saviour. Never have I found a company of 
young friends, who one and all, gave so many tokens of 
their love and untiring zeal in the cause of Christ. "The 
spirit of Missions is fast rising in their minds. Last eve- 
ning at a Monthly Concert of prayer, while relating to 
them the circumstances of Boardman's death, they seemed 
in heart to say, let me like him labor and die in heathen 
lands. 

In conclusion of a scene — he adds, I often had the pleas- 
ure of hearing A. talk about Jesus, with a heart broken 
by his grace, and I saw her weeping when speaking of 
her sinfulness, and at last had the satisfaction of seeing 
her come rejoicing from the watery grave. 
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Hamilton, Oct 8, 1832. 

Arrived home on Saturday last, having been absent 
seven weeks. I have found the only way to do any good 
in the world, is to live in the closet. It is the only place 
in which I can at present take solid satisfaction. There 
I find Jesus, and He is always ready to hear. There I 
see my own sinfulness and exalt the blessed Saviour. 
There I feel for sinners and try to pray for them. There 
I get my spiritual strength renewed, and I catch some 
of the flame of Heaven. Yes, 'tis a blessed place, 
for Jesus shows his smiling face. I prize it above ali 
other places below the sun, for there I get my daily food, 
and there I drink my daily draughts to slake my thirsty 
soul ; and the water is ever pure, for Jesus has cleansed 
it with his blood. 

He seems not to have been satisfied with entreaties to 
his sister to become a missionary, but actually made en- 
quiries of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions in rela- 
tion to the subject. On finding that " single females were 
not permitted to go out under their protection," he ad- 
vised her to labor for the Indians at the West; and to this 
end an early opportunity presented itself, as the following 
communication will show. 

■ , .. ^ 

Hamilton, July 7, 1833. 
Dear Sister Cynthia,~Sister Bingham, a Missionary at 
Sault De St. Marie, three hundred miles from Detroit on 
the straits of St. Marys, is here, and informs • me that she 
wishes a young lady to return with her or to go up this 
fall and join the Mission. She says that Indians have 
been down to the stations from many hundred miles west, 
who v.'ere desirious to have the Missionaries go and settle 
among them. The station is in a very prosperous condi- 
tion, yet they want more help, and ray sister, xvill you go 
and help them, if the door is opened ? Think, dear sis- 
ter and try to do as Jesus would have you. I shall wait 
all farther proceedings until I hear from you. 

Yours in haste, Abel Brown. 
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The invitation found a welcome response in the heart 
of her who had long \ waited the mundate of her Saviour to 
some field of Missionary labor, — and now how could she 
refuse. Accordingly, the ensuing autumn she started for 
the expedition. 

With reference to the departure of his sister, under date 
of Oct. 14, he writes, 

I am unable to express the gratitude I feel to God for 
permitting me to beborn of parents who are willing to give 
up their children to the cause of Christ. My father and 
mother never appeared so precious to me as within a week 
past. I am almost led to think that I never loved thera 
before. Yes, my mother, it is better to wear out this 
mortal part in teaching Indians about Jesus, than to lay it 
in the tomb before the vigor of life is spent. Let her live 
among the heathen — labor and die among them. Then 
when Gabriel shall blow the trump of God, let Cynthia 
rise with the dear red sons of the forest, and go up and 
reign with Christ. 

Nov. 9, 1832. This day closes the tv/enty-second year 
of my life. On reviewing the past, I am constrained to 
say, I have done nothing for the Saviour who died for me. 
My childhood passed thougthlessly away. The days of 
my impenitency were spent in such a manner that i can- 
not think of them without shuddering, and even since I 
hope to have loved Jesus, I have continued to disobey his 
just commands. As to my own enjoyment, it is so much 
obstructed by sin that my course is very much retarded, — 
still, can but love Jesus and put my trust in Him. " He 
is my soul's bright morning star," — and " He my rising 
sun." And on Him my hopes depend. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Continuation of Loiters and Journal— Third year at Hamilton—Tha Mis- 
sion family. 

Hamilton, Not), llth, 1832. 

This day I have been reading the Journal of Elder 
Judson, and while I have traced him over hills and across 
rivers, now walking until his worn feet prevented, then 
rowing his little boat up the Salwen — here preaching in 
the open air — there in a shed — writing his journal in the 
canoe and sleeping on the ground — have almost thought 
I was accompanying him. I would gladly be with him, 
and trust I shall yet retrace his steps. The heathen ap- 
pear to be willing to hear concerning Christ, and who can 
withhold the gospel from those who are seeking to know 
its influence 1 Surely not those who have the spirit of 
Christ. Gladly would I exchange these exalted shores for 
the delightful forests where Burnians and Karens rove. 
How pleasant to point them to Jesus. Surely I should 
want a thousand tongues that all might hear of His lovely 
name. When reflecting on this subject I almost forgot 
my own unworthiness — but Jesus is worthy and in his 
name I hope to go. I have promised the Lord that I will 
wear out this mortal frame in Africa — ^yet let his holy will 
be done. " Here am I Lord, do with me as seemeth 
thee good." 

Hamilton, Nov. IQth, 1832. 

Dear sister, — Yours of the 25th Oct. came to hand yes- 
terday. I had been waiting for it with deep anxiety. 
When I think of the hand that wrote, as being where I 
have long prayed that it might be, I feel in a measure 
happy. Last spring, when you wrote that you were sick, 
my sweet anticipations forsook me. It appeared that the 
door was forever closed. I wept and prayed, but how 
4* 
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could I willingly submit that you must die before you had 
done any thing for the perishing heathen. But how good 
the Lord was, for He showed by that affliction that with- 
out his assistance we could do nothing. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord, that He has ever given you a hear to 
labor for Him, and more especially, that He has humbled 
it sufficient to make you willing to labor among the In- 
dians. I doubt not, you often feel when looking over some 
delightsome forests to say, " where is the lamb for sacri- 
fice." Your feelings accord with mine in this respect, 
but let us not be discouraged, for Jesus Christ is intersted 
in this work, and He will raise up men after his own 
heart who will gladly be sacrificed upon such an altar. 

As regards my own views and feelings on this all-ab- 
sorbing topic, I can only say, I delight in praying for the 
heathen and I hope to wear out this mortal body in labor- 
ing for their good, but in what part of our world, (if God 
should spare my life and make me humble,) I shall labor, is 
known only to him. When I read of the benighted Afri- 
cans, I almost vow to render them my services. The is- 
lands of the sea, Burmah and the Indians are often called 
to mind, and I think of their v/ants and degradation with 
feelings indescribable, but cannot as yet do any thing to 
help them. I trust the Lord will keep me through hia 
truth and make me willing to go where the cause shall 
most demand. You are aware how persons feel when 
they take a religious publication and read that assistance 
is wanted in Greece — Oh, say they, I will go and help 
them. They read again, that France is ready to receive 
the gospel, — they say within themselves, can I not help 
them,— and as they continue to read, other places are pre- 
sented to view, until at last the world appears before them 
with all its wants. Then they cry " here Lord am I, send 
me where thou wilt." When I enjoy the presence of the 
Savior I have similar feelings. I have received two let- 
ters from mother since you left home. She says, some- 
times I feel as though I cannot part with my children j 
at other times I commit them into the hands of .Tesus that 
they may work in his vineyard. Her heart, she says, was 
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rent when you left her, but sk<s feels reconciled to the 
will of heaven. When we think of the situation of our 
parents, we feel that it would be desirable to continue with 
them and comfort their hearts ; so also the glories of 
heaven were inviting to the Son of God, yet He did not 
refuse to leave them for a season, even that He might die 
on the cross. May we not then gladly leave father, moth- 
er and all friends, for so glorious an object as the exten- 
sion of our Redeemer's kingdom, and when the resur- 
rection morn shall come, may we not hope to meet our 
friends in a world which knows no change, forever to 
dwell in the home of the blest 

With reference to his brothers he remarks, you know 
that when the Lord called me to leave my business, it was 
with many tears that I gave up the idea of educating my 
brothers, but God has been better to me than either tears 
or fears. How unsearchable, &c. But dear sister, they 
have no hope in Christ. 

Come my Cynthia, let us pray God for tlrem and don't 
ask anything less than that He should make them faithful 
ministers of Jesus Christ. I find, God is just as willing 
to do great things for us as He is small, and the more we 
ask, if we ask aright, the more He loves us. * * * 

In looking forward to the work in which I design to 
labor, I tremble at the thought of appearing before the 
bar of God, there to give an account how I preach. Not 
less fearful is that also, of addressing in the name of 
Christ my fellow men. Had I the views of the apostle 
Paul, I could cheerfully go forth with the assurance that 
God would bless my efforts ; but who can do any good 
in preaching v/ith such a heart as mine. I feel that all 
I am and all I possess is the Lord's, p ..u that my life is to 
be sacredly devoted to his cause, i am aware that I can 
do nothing without the assistance of divine grace, and that 
I have abused all the blessings which God has bestowed 
upon me. Still, I cannot think of going back — and if 
I stand still, I shall only be a curse to the cause, — 
therefore go forward I must or perish. The subject of 
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self-denial, has occupied my mind very much since my 
return from Massachusetts. The great majority of pro- 
fessing christians appear to have just as much self-denial 
about them, as they can have and gratify all their selfish 
desires and appetites. Many say, virhat I have, is mine, 
I therefore have a right to eat, drink and wear what I 
please. If religion does not consist in loving God with 
all the heart and our neighbors as ourselves, and if. these 
affections do not manifest themselves by our actions, I 
know not what evidence ive have to think we are christians. 
It seemb to me also to be very inconsistent, for christians 
to talk about loving Jesus and yet have no desire, conse- 
quently put forth no effort that others may enjoy the same 
blessings. Many say, that I err, in carrying the principle 
of self-denial to so great an extent, but if I am in an error 
1 am with Judson, with Paul, and I think I may safely 
say with Christ. When I mention the name of our Sav- 
iour aa an example of self-denial, I blush and am ashamed 
of my own. Oh Jesus, are there none to walk in thy 
footsteps t Help me. Lord, to follow Thee. 

It seems from his own account, that the same abstem- 
iousness of living still marked his course, only more rigid 
if possible — boarding himself, &c. With reference there- 
to, to his sister he remarks — never have I enjoyed better 
health, never was more thankful, never, if I am not de- 
ceived, felt so much for the cause of Christ, and never 
was permitted to come so near the mercy seat as at the 
present time. ' 

1833, Jan. 6, Sabbath morning. — I have for the week 
past been collecting some Missionary intelligence to pre- 
sent before our christian friends, and it sets my soul on 
fire, to go forth and bear the toils of a Missionary life. 
What a poor world this would be to live in, had we not 
the privilege of laboring for Jesus. What are all the 
social enjoyments of friends compared with the blessedness 
of preaching the gospel to the heathen. 

Again he says, God in his providence has so ordered 
that I cannot go far hence to the Gentiles, unless He sees 
fit to remove the obstacle now in the way. 



MEMOIR OF ABEL BROWN. 



45 



In referring to his views and feelings respecting those 
with whom he was called to labor, it seems that tlie oh' 
stacle preventing him from turning his attention directly 
to the "heathen world," was found in the obvious and 
therefore imperious necessity of laboring at home in his 
own native land. Still he held himself ready and willing 
to obey the call of God wherever it might lead him.— It is 
perhaps enough, that he possessed the spirit of a Mission- 
ary, for God only requires the heart, with submission to his 
will. 

Feb. 18, 1833. — I have of late felt more anxiety aboat 
being filled with the spirit than ever before in my short 
life — I have seen many ministers who appeared to know 
and say many things in themselves excellent, while the 
spirit of God seemed not to be with them, — and I have ob- 
served that all such men do not seem to have their labors 
blessed of God, while the more ignorant and unlearned 
who possess piety of heart are blessed abundantly. These 
with some other things have been visible witnesses to me 
that unless one is endowed with the Holy Spirit, he can 
be of no use as a servant of Christ. Then follow his hours 
of retirement and study in his little Bethel, (as he - was 
wont to term it) into whose sanctuary I would not farther 
intrude. Suffice it to say, such was his idea of prepara- 
tion in rendering himself able to "impart the word of life 
skillfully" and with success to others, aside from mere 
technical theology. 

Hamilton, Feb. 28, 1833. 

My Dear Absent Sister, — have this P. M. received 
your letter, and while I have been reading and thinking 
where the person who wrote it labored, I have felt to say 
with the Psalmist, '* Oh that I had wings, then would I fly 
away" not to " be at rest," but to lead the poor heathen to 
the Lamb of God.. 

Never, my dear, did you appear so precious to me as at 
present. I loved you when we thought not of God, be- 
cause you was my only sister, — but now I love you because 
I see you putting on the image of Jesus. I love you as a 
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sister, a christian, and a missionary. Believe me when I 
tell you, I esteem you too much to wish you even here. 
Every time I think of you, I feel more and more to say. 
Oh Jesus, spare her and permit her to labor for the Indi- 
ans, and bring us at last to dwell with Thee. 

Relative to separation from home and friends, he adds, — 

There is a consolation in the thought, that Christ will 
help us to overcome those afiections that would debar us 
from his service. True, we must pray much and "wrestle 
with the angel of the covenant" — but soon he will say., 
your name is Israel, for you have prevailed with God. In 
view of the work of the Missionarv, we need neither fear 
nor despond, for it must and will prosper. The more we 
become like Christ, the more the powers of darkness will 
rally their adherents to obstruct our way, but what are all the 
wicked men and devils and evil passions combined, to hin- 
der us when we have an Almighty Christ to intercede for 
us. In view of the agonies in the garden who would not 
labor, and with a bleeding Jesus before our eyes, who 
would not deny self and suffer all that earth and hell can 
inflict, for the privilege of telling the poor heathen about 
so dear a Saviour. Dear sister, go on, — my soul says^go. 
Ke^ the glory of Christ and the worth of deathless spirits 
in view, and God will nerve your arm for the conflict 
while on earth, and at last receive you to his embrace in 
heaven. 

Mar. 3d, 1833. I sensibly feel my unpreparedness to 
write you, and were it not that you are my only sister, 
and were you not expecting me to write I should lay aside 
my pen, but bear with me if I am not as much like Jesus 
as yourself. B>ealize that I have not loved Jesus as long 
as*you have, and if we had grown in grace every day — you 
would have been at an immense distance in advance. Bui 
sister, the more I see of the loveliness of Christ the more 
I long to be like him. I do not desire so much to go to 
Heaven now and be clothed in his likeness, but I want the 
humility, devotedness, self-denial and self control, and love 
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for dying sinners which he possessed, i see so great a 
want of personal piety in myself, and in far t6o many of tha 
servants of Christ already in the field, that I almost despair 
ever being of any use in the vineyard of my Master. We 
must feel as did one of old when he said, *' rivers of water 
run down mine eyes because men keep not God's law," 
and then when we address sinners we shall see the effect. 
Jesus could weep — and Paul could weep in view of the 
condition of sinners, and cold must be the heart that re- 
fuses to feel when called to address those who are more 
than eighteen hundred years nearer the judgment seat. 

During a temporary visit of his sister home, he writes 
the following. 

Hamilton, July 4th, 1833. 
Very Dear Sister, — By your letter of the 26th ult, I was 
happy to learn that you were at home, but happier to 
know that you are soon to return to the v/ilds of the for- 
est. You say you would be happy to see me, and I assure 
you I should be happy to spend a few weeks in your soci- 
ety, yet I know not that it will be consistent for me to 
gratify that desire. Believe me, when I tell you it is not 
because I love you the less, but a sense of duty alone 
keeps me from my parental abode. Dr. Bolles from Bos- 
ton was here, when I received your letter, and after know- 
ing your situation and that of brother Meeker and wife, 
said that if brother M. had prepared a new alphabet for 
the Indian language, he would have to stay in Boston 
until a new font of types could be cast, which would 
probably detain him five or six weeks, therefore, as you 
doubtless know what brother M. is expecting to accom- 
plish, you can easily judge whether he will be detained 
longer than you wrote me or not. Brother and sister 
Wade are here teaching four brethren and five sisters the 
Burrnan language. Brother and sister W. appear to live 
as they have so often (by their letters) said that others 
should. 

My Dear Cynthia, bear with me if I raise a warning 
voice, for I assure you I do it with the best wishes of my 
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heart. I do not imagine that you have overcome all the 
inclinations of the natural heart, even though you have 
become a Missionary, — neither do I think you are above 
temptation, therefore just permit me to say, that as you 
have seen the vanity of the vain trash of earth, so I hope 
yon will show by all your intercourse with others, that 
you esteem it of too little worth to have your attention 
even for an hour. Manifest the same self-denying spirit, 
whether among heathen or sitting amid the splendor and 
pomp of an enlightened society. You may perhaps be 
presented things, which would not be consistent for you 
in your present situation to receive or use — in such a case 
try to act the part of wisdom. I sometimes think, that 
many christians think more of seeing and pleasing Mis- 
sionaries than of pleasing the Saviour — to such, say with 
one of old, " Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sins of the world?" There is one other way in which, 
if I mistake not, the devil will try you — and that is, by 
getting persons to intimate to you, or tell so that you may 
hear of it, that you are very pious and Christlike — but I 
pray you listen not to such insinuations, for if you do, I 
can tell you by sad experience, you will be deceived. Do 
not understand me by these remarks, to think you are 
destitute of piety, — for this is not the case, but I do not 
think you are as free from sin as our Master Jesus. With 
very little piety we may be called pious by a majority of 
professing christians, but let us ever remember, that it is 
vastly different with us in the eyes of a holy God. What'< 
ever be your situation my dearest sister, live so near the 
Saviour that you can say, " none of these things move me." 
AndnowJI commend you to God, hoping and praying, that 
through his grace you may be enabled to live above the 
flatteries or frowns of this deceitful world, and that while 
on earth you may ever be found faithful in the service of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Concerning the reasons, for denying himself this last 
and only privilege of seeing his sister in this world, he 
thus writes : 

I am extensively engaged in Sabbath Schools in Madi- 
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son, and if I should leaee they would doubtless lose their 
interost in such a degree that many children who have been 
taken from the paths of vice would again return. We 
are also preparing the most flourishing school for a, pub- 
lic examination, and I cannot leave should our object be 
accomplished. There are other young men better quali> 
fied to conduct Sabbath Schools than myself, but there 
are none acquainted in that town to whom I dare resign 
my place ; furthermore, some of my childken begin to feel 
that they are sinner?, and how can I leave them ? I know 
that I should receive much benefit from a personal inter- 
view with you, but I cannot go unless duty seems to re- 
quire, and this is what 1 know you wish me to consult- 
Weep not, sister, for if we deny ourselves this gratification . 
for Christ's sake, He will gratify us with the blessed influ- 
ences of his spirit, which is far superior. I say then, ray 
dear sister, go on and labor for the good of the perishing 
heathen, and if I never see you again on earth, may I meet 
you in heaven with the fruits of your labors and the crown 
of your rejoicing. 

The Mission Family. 

Having received instruction from the Board to leave 
St. Mary's and remove west of Mississippi river, Cynthia 
had embraced the opportunity, while preparing for the 
expedition, of returning home. After spending four 
weeks, (in the words of her mother) ' ^he then took her 
last mii final farewell of us ail,' an'' d her co-laborers 
at Cleaveland. They lefl that pJ ng the summer, 

and directed their course to the Si Mission, N, W. 

Frontier of the State of Mo. On t. ■ .<ist of October, '33, 
Mr. Merrill and wife,' with Cynthia, proceeded on tjieir 
route for the purpose of visiting new tribes, for the etune 
benevolent end. With two young men for guides, they 
pursued their way through a trackless prairie, inhabited 
only by wild beasts and Indians. They were out a num- 
ber of days longer than they anticipated, and consequeaffy,- 
became reduced to a very scanty allowance of provision' 
They lay at the Platte river four dayrt before they could 
5 
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cross, on account of the wind and ice, with nothing but 
their tents to cover theiu, and those afforded but a slight 
protection. On the 5th day they crossed and arrived at 
the settlement of the Ottoe Indians, where they formed a 
new station. 

In allusion to these circumstances of trial and sufferiiig 
he is led to exclaim, how sweet must be the cold that is 
endured for Christ's sake. Oh how luxurious the hunger 
that is felt for the sake of carrying the gospel to the 
he 'then. 

EXHORTATION TO HIS SISTER. 

Be not faithless but believing, for " it is through much 
tribulation that we enter the kingdom of God," and al- 
though clouds and darkness are round about you," yet 
retain an unshaken confidence in God, and He will pro- 
vide. Lift up your head and rejoice in the God of your 
salvation, and continue to go on cheerfully in teaching 
the perishing Indians. Flesh and blood* may fail, but 
only to give life immortal to the soul. Let others do as 
they will, but may we labor and die to bring the souls of 
men to God. Farewell. Abel Brown, Jk. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Labors in Western and Central N- Y. for the promotion of S. Schools- 
Leaves Hamilton and studies at Homer — Becomes a Lecturing Agent 
in the cause of Temperance. 

In addition to previous efforts in the cause of S. 
Schools, he now labored continuously, for three succes- 
sive years, in the same benevolent enterprise — pursuing his 
studies at intervals as time and opportunity would allow. 
He seemed to deem it sufficient in his Theological course, 



MEMOIR OF ABEL BROWN. 



51 



to have entered the school of Christ, whose matchless ex- 
ample, was illustrative of the principles he taught — and 
as His disciple, he endeavored to conform his life thereto ; 
receiving the doctrines of Inspiration as of literal import 
and direct application in all the walks of life — when with 
too many, those same truths were received as accompanied 
by great difficulty, sacrifice and self-denial ; these however, 
he never looked at except to brave. He therefore went 
forward as one having a divine commission to preach 
wherever and in what way the indication of Providence 
might lead him. Preaching on the Sabbath relative to 
the utility and practicability of S. Schools — then survey- 
ing the ground of operations, visiting families, conversing 
with children in the high ways and by ways, and indeed, 
in these actual observations, he found ample soope for 
missionary effort, even in the enlightened State of N. Y. 
A few citations from his well stored journal will suffice in 
relation to this part of his career. 

Hamilton Institution^ — 

Nov. 4:th, Sabbath Evening, 

Have just returned from Brookfield where I have been 
engaged in efforts to promote the welfare of the youth in 
that section. The parts visited are destitute of S. School 
instruction and most of the people are willing to remain 
thus. Had the opportunity of addressing the first church 
on the subject of S. Schools. Soon as I mentioned my 
intention of sneaking in behalf of this cause, some began 
to gaze with a jealous eye — and when I commenced the 
subject eight or ten left the house, unwilling even to hear 
concerning the nature and object of this Institution. 
Those who stayed gave good attention, and before the close 
of my remarks many wept, and others seemed to say, I 
will do something to relieve the dear children in our laud. 

Nov. lOth. This day have again visited B- , and 

there rode from district to district, and ascertained the 
situation of the children residing within those limits. 
The whole town, a few districts excepted^ is a moral 
waste. Professing christians are cold indifierent. 
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My heart is pained, in looking at nearly sevea hundred 
children in that place, growing up without any of the re- 
straints of the gospel. 

His sermons slww him to have been weli furnished to 
the good work, and should have met with the hearty re- 
sponse of every professed lover of Christ ; and this was 
the case in those places where the subject was fully un- 
derstood and appreciated. But the ignorance and preju- 
dice attending the introduction of this system,, foirm a 
strange contrast to the zeal and enthusiasm with which this 
Institution was hailed at a later period in almost every 
portion of Christendom. 

When wearied with exertion, and faint with toil in the 
arduous duties of his calling, he says — there is a happi- 
ness in retiring to the forest and there rolling off the bsjr- 
den which my soul feels for the youth of this countiry 
upon the Savior. 

Nov. 24th. This has been to me one of those days of 
hard labor, to which every person who is engaged in the 
cause of Christ is subject. Have been at Nelson, Cazen- 
ovia, Eaton and Woodstock. In ti^ese towns there are 
hundreds of children growing up destitute of religtoBS in- 
struction. How long it will be thus, time only will de- 
termine; as for myself, I cannot cease my efforts, until 
hey are differently situated. 

Institutim — Sunday Eve, I>ec. 8th. 
Last Sabbath I spent in Smithfield and had the pleas- 
ure of tarrying with Mr, G. Smith. I had seeM the man 
in public ami in private, in both of which places he is to 
be admired and hdoved; but far more in his family- does 
he exhibit the father and the christian. His conversation 
was replete with interest and instructi^i, and his singing 
was with the spirit and understanding-." He read the 
Scriptures with reverence and godly fear, and prayed as 
if filled with the spirit of Chri«t. With delight on Sab- 
bath morn he went into the S. School, and with the sim- 
plicity of a child, did he talk to the childresi of Jesus and 
urge them to repeat %vithout delay. Mr. Smith is one of 
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the few men who possessing great natural and acquired 
talents is equally at home in the councils of State and 
with the little child, as with a paternal hand he would lead 
it to the fold of Christ, 

The S. School in Peterborough is well conducted, and 
where many souls have been born of God. 

Dec. 19th. This day has been one of deep anxiety for 
the impenitent. Have had free access to the mercy seat 
and some faith in God, that he was about to pour out his 
spirit without measure upon this place (Hamilton.) Visi- 
ted S. School at 9 o'clock A. M. and had the privilege of 
talking to the children. Many wept over their condition, 
others seemed thinking deeply, and eight or ten have 
lately given themselves up to Christ. The female teach- 
ers especially, are agonizing for the souls of their Schol- 
ars. Attended church at eleven, and this evening — and 
have preached to an assembly about two miles distant, — a 
deep solemnity seemed to pervade the audience and I felt 
as though God's spirit assisted me. Jesus seems more 
and more precious, the closet a paradise, and praying a 
casting off of my anxieties upon Jesus — there I find peace 
indescribable and faith which takes hold of the promises 
of God. 

Again he was led to view himself as expressed in the 
following extract from his journal. 

God has seen fit to teach me that I have not even had 
the form of godliness. I have labored by night and by 
day to benefit my fellow men. I have prayed for them 
with a feelmg of sympathy even unto tears, but that I have 
had any thing more than human sympathy in trying to 
pray, I do not much doubt — or that the glory of God in 
these exercises has been my object, I do as much doubt. 
I have prayed, because it was a privilege — and I have 
labored, because I longed to see my fellow beings in a 
bettor condition, and could not bear to see them following 
the downward road to perdition. True, I have not wished 
to engage in any thing but the service of Christ, but my 
vieVs of a holy consecration have been as great as the 
hei*then have of the true God. But blessed Savior, I 
5* 



54 



SIEMOIR or ABKL BROWW. 



thank thee that the spell is broken, and that Thou hast 
raised iny mind and enlarged my views of thyself and 
word, and that I now no longer see Thee at a distance, 
but that I can dwell in thy presence and feel thy spirit 
pervading my inmost sonl. 1 am Jess than nothing — 
Christ is all in all. Thou hast taken the clay and used 
it thyself, whilst the vessel has been striving against Thee 
— but here am I — form, Oh form me to the image of 
Christ. Oh Savior, drive from my soul every thing but 
Thee. 

Oh how heavenly is the place of prayer — for certain 
it is, that God is there. 

At another time he seemed to himself "like a man who 
stands at the entrance of a delightful garden, gazing with 
supreme delight upon its pleasantness, but is not pre- 
pared to walk in its beautiful alleys." The christian often 
feels the necessity of consecrating himself "anew and anew 
to the love and service of his divine Redeemer, and as he 
passes on " from perfection to perfection,*' the former 
seems nought to his present attainment. But the true 
idea of cosecration as here presented, was an entire re- 
nunciation of self to the will of God, and a feeling of ut- 
ter helplessness in himself alone, and reliance on Christ, 
not only as the Author but Finisher of the work of grace 
commenced in his heart, to his complete and final salva- 
tion. 

So much more vivid were hijS conceptions, that he felt 
that he had entered aneic the divine life " a life of giving 
up all to God, and living for Him." He says, I have for 
years thought that the gospel of Christ demanded that 
men should deny self, but never have so fully realized it 
as at present. It appears to me that if the spirit of God 
is to dwell with me, I must eat, drink, sleep, talk and think, 
and act with direct reference to his glory, God not only 
demands that I should preach for his glory, but that in 
the smallest transactions of my life I should have his 
glory in view. God has so fi\r enabled me to overcome evil 
that I can, in most instances, govern my words and actions, 
but these sinful thoughts disturb my peace. 
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In these seasons of delightful commumon with God, 
which He so graciously condescends to vouchsafe to the 
children of men, he was led to the following reflections. 

This world has no charms, the society of friends is not 
inviting — every thing but Christ and his cause has dwin> 
died to a point. Those who wish for worldly honor, can 
have it, but to me it is vain and contemptible. 

Of his friends he says, " dearly as I love them, could I 
sit down with my father and mother and brothers in fami- 
ly converse, or were 1 permitted to see my sister in her 
Indian hut, they could yield rae no comfort, for they could 
not hold intercourse with God for me, which alone can 
render me peaceful and happy. Christians are prone to 
think too much of themselves and too little of their fellow 
beings. I&one of these delightful exercises of co tem- 
plation, he suddenly exclaims — but why should I allow 
myself to be thinking so much of my own enjoyment, 
while this earth is filled with misery. Oh ye vho seek 
after honor, pleasure, ease or riches, how low and debas- 
ing are your joys. You despise the joys of the drunkard, 
in like manner do I despise your foolish pursuits. Oh 
how pitiable is your condition, seeking pleasure where 
misery alone dwells Why will you thus debase your no- 
ble powers? You think yourself rich, but Oh how poor. 
For you I weep, and for you will I pray and labor. 

About this time he left Hamilton (having received a 
regular dismission from the Institution) and removed to 
Homer, to pursue his studies under charge of Eld. Whit- 
ing. In view of the responsibility of his calling as a min- 
ister of Christ, he was often led to exclaim, "if it be 
possible, &c." Still (he continues) I dare not cease, but 
how can I see men reject the gospel and meet them at the 
judgment seat and witness against them? Yst who could 
" hold his peace," while men all around are so unlike 
even the resemblance of holiness. One thought has 
very much occupied my mind, namely, how I can bear to 
say " amen " to the sentence of condemnation pronounced 
upon my fellow beings, without having made the mighti- 
est exertion to turn them from sin. 
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. Extract from a letter to his brother Lyman under date 
of Aug. 2m, 1834. 

. . . . , Thirteen years of your life are gone — 
and every moment of them which you have spent in idle- 
ness is lost — and you never, ao never can live them oyer 
again. If for a moment you will reflect on the amount of 
time you have spent in play, I think you will very much 
regret that it was not better improved. Had you been as 
industrious as many boys of your age, you now would have 
b^^n able to read the Greek Testament with as much flu- 
ency as you can your" Virgil. Can you not see how much 
time you have lost 1 Make then every possible effort to 
improve what remains. Every moment, is a part of all ihe 
time which God has allotted you. Therefore, let each men 
ment be spent in preparing for future usefulness. Do you 
enquire how this object can be accomplished 1 This, my 
brother, is what I wish to tell you. You remember that 
from our earliest days, our dear Father has daily com- 
mended us to God in prayer. He has done this because 
he has ever known that we could not live unless God sus- 
tained us — that we received our breath from God; also 
that he daily gave us our food, health ahd all the blessings 
of which we were the recipients, — and he also knew that 
God could tak/> aioa^ these blessings and our lives, at any 
time. -God ateo numbers even the hairs of your head and 
watches over you when asleep and when awake — and has 
preserved you from a thousand dangers, of which you 
knew nothing. He also sees you when you are studying 
your lessons, and at all other times ; you indeed cannot 
see God, but He is nearer to you than any thing you can 
see. Now, as God is all around yOu and hears all that 
you say — and sees all that you do — and knows all your 
thoughts, how careful you should be to think and act in 
such a manner as will please Him, If you would thus 
meet His approbation and be useful, you must study your 
lessons ; not that you may be a great man, a fine poet or 
an eloquent orator, and thereby gain applause — but that you 
may improve your mind, and obtain knowledge, and there- 
by, be able to learn more concerning God, and better 
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serve Him. Study to fill your heart with the love of God, 
and the love of those beings of His creation around you, 
and be satisfied, to be no greater scholar or finer gentle- 
man, than these tempers vi'ill make you. 

Consider, that every ignorant person and wicked boy 
that you see, is your brother, — and instead of despising, 
love him, for he was made in the image of God and if you 
hate him, you also hate God who created him. Never 
think or study how you may obtain the most money or be 
the most honored, but how you may do the most good. 
There are many other things, concerning which, I wish 
to write you, but I must omit them for want of time. 

From your Brother, 

ABEL. 

To his Mother he writes the following : — • 
I received yours, of the 10th inst., and read it with 
pleasure. I am glad you are so careful to correct every 
seeming error of your sinful son — bft^ rest assured, all 
your fears are groundless. H. mnsi have received his 
ideas from the fact that Prof. Whiting and myself some- 
times hold a controversy upon a subject, concerning which, 
we think alike— sometimes he takes the wrong side and 
sometimes I do — just for the sake of argument and better 
preparing myself to advocate the truth. I have at times 
advocated the doctrine of Universal Salvation, that I might 
thereby be shown its errors. Concerning the doctrine of 
the sinner's coming to Christ, we have the same opinion, 
only I do not know but that I am the strongest Calvinist. 
I am very far from believing that the sinner can or will 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, unless the Holy Spirit 
enlightens his mind and changes his heart. I never advo- 
cated the doctrine only as above stated 

Why should I pray, if " I had renounced the Holy Spir- 
it?" Concerning my plain manner of preaching, I have 
only to say, that to God I stand accountable. I hope, my 
Dear Mother, you will not regard every report that the im- 
pure breezes wafl along, but first try to ascertaia the truth, 
and then make me pay one and six pence for a good and 
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kind reproof. I hear many stories concerning myself and 
others, which I know to be false, but they do not trouble 
me in the least. I have heard that I was expelled from 
Hamilton — when I have a regular Dismissal in my pocket 
--^but I never even take pains to contradict such reports ; 
and now my dear parents pray much for me. 

YoatH, in the hope of Heaven, 

ABEL. 

In studying the New^^estament in its original language, 
he remarks — there is an excellency in the Scriptures dis- 
cernable only by those who possess the spirit of their Au- 
thor. From his Dissertations also, it is obvious, that he 
valued the Scriptures' as the medium ol* communication 
between God and man in making known His will and 
character, and therefore, claiming preference, over any 
other moral science," to his attention. 

With reference to his feelings for the impenitent at this 
time, in comparison with those at a former period, he 
says — ihen l could weep profusely over the condition of 
men — though much of this was- a sympathy not the entire 
fruit of the spirit — but now, the distress of my soul is 
such, that I cannot weep ; tears indeed might prove a mo- 
mentary relief, but their flowing will not unburden my 
soul. I think, I can say with Paul, " a constant heavi- 
ness of spirit," ^c. 

Since gratitude is ever coupled with true humility, he 
was led to exclaim, in view of his unworthiness — '* It 
seems as though God was about to humble me with His 
mercies." At another time, he says, I have so much con- 
fidence in God, that I think, severe aflictions would prove 
the most kind blessing, yet' I may be mistaken. Still, if 
I would only " get low enough in the dust," blessings 
would flow through rough channels. 

Dec. 7th, '34, Sunday Evening, 9 o'clock. 
This day has been to me one of some labor — have rode 
about 28 miles to ascertain the condition of the children 
in this County. Christ's gospel seems very precious to 
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night. The path of self-denial is also desirabHe. I would 
have the privilege of viralking in it. O may I die daily, to 
every thing but Thee and Thy cause. 

Passing over similar accounts to the ope above stated, I 
will myself give a Compendium of his labors, from his S. 
S. Journal. 

Homer, Apr. 20th, 1835. 
Spent from 7 until 10 o'clock, in coJlacting money and 
adjusting accounts, for the examinatibn of the Board — 
from 10 until 4 o'clock in visiting poor families in Court- 
landville — saw much niiseri/—m€t the Board at 4 JP. M. 
Of one place visited, he says, the inhabitants appear to be 
given up to cursing. From thence I went tv/o or three 
miles N. W. through a part of the town, where I am glad, 
no one lives. In writing of one congregation, he says, I 
became convinced that some of them were opening their 
eyes about half way to the importance of the subject. Their 
Pastor, Elder P., is really engaged in the good cause, but 
having formed his habits and manner of action in a dif- 
ferent age from this, and having other excessive labors to 
perform, he can do little more than talk to his people in 
favor of the object. He will encourage any cause, calcu- 
lated to make men better. Among the obstacles in his 
way, he says — There being such a multiplicity of denom- 
inations, that think it not prqper to unite with any sect ex- 
cept their own, renders it exceedingly difficult, for the 
friends of S. B. to advance the good cause. 

Truxton, Sunday, Apr. 26<A, 1835. 
Addressed the Presbyterian Church in A. M., and the 
Baptist in P. M.-^-met th friends at 3 o'clock, and foi ned 
S. S. Teachers and friends of S. S. Association in the town. 
The Officers are, — a Methodist, President, — Secretary, 
a Presbyterian, — Treasurer, a Baptist, and the Direct- 
ors, were also from the different sects ; all of which Ot 
ficers, constituted an Executive Committee. In his excur- 
sions he did not fail to visit the most obscure villages, 
seeking the abodes of vice, poverty and wretchedness, 
that he might impart the words of instruction to the igno- 
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rant, administer the kindly warning, and gently reprove the 
erring, and to alleviate the woes of the suffering. Many 
affecting cases of the last named class are given ; one in 
particular, of an elderly man who lived with his daughter 
—-she " dependent on the care and protection," and he on 
the hospitalities, of a drunkard, (her husband.) After 
united prayer and conversation, the old man gave glory to 
God, for the friendly call, and the woman disconsolate and 
weary with watching beside the sick among her little onen, 
felt her hopea brightened and her strength renewed, by the 
uiiexpected visit. Thus in visiting families to ascertain 
their condition and want of religious instruction, he was 
led to see the misery of Intemperance, and immediately 
enlisted in the warfare to extirpate an evil so direful in its 
consequences, proving alike destructive to man's moral 
nature and to the relations he sustains to his Maker, and 
to his fellow beings ; thus forming a mighty obstacle to 
the progress of truth and christian effort. He according- 
ly, sought every opportunity to portray the evil in the light 
of its own hideous deformity, by detailing facts from his 
own personal observation, and urging the necessity of ref- 
ormation. Pledges of co-operation, were often given by 
devoted individuals, to sustain and forward this noble un- 
dertaking. In the rallying contest, to the soldiers of the 
cross, he seemed to say, as Lord Nelson inscribed on the 
Banners of his army— -I expect every man to do his duty ; 
and something was done (the Lord be praised) in the de- 
liverance of thousands of poor, ignorant, ard even de- 
graded children in those sections of country wherein he 
labored, raising them from the paths of immoraiity and 
vice, to respectability and usefulness in society, and it is 
hoped, that to many, such efforts extended even to the sal- 
vation of their souls. These were beneficial results, to 
say nothing of the reflex influence on parents and S. S. 
Teachers in the work of instruction. 

As a sample of his usual manner of rest., the followiing 
is an indication : 

May mk, 1835. 
Returned to Homer and found myself so much fatigued 
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that it was necessary to resfc one day. Spent it ia writing 
Report for the Board and ia reusing general intelligence. 
Attended Temperance Meeting in Cortland Village in the 
evening. 

From a general survey of 3. Schools throughout the 
country, in one of his Lectures he remarks : 

The destitution of the 458 counties upon the Atlantic 
slope may be learned in some measure, from the fact, that 
in the counties of Madison, Cortland, Cayuga, Erie and 
Chautauque, there are about 80,000 children, and only 
about 18,000 of them were in S. S. one year ago, and as 
many as 30,000 of them were destitute of either ncoral or 
religious instruction. Having been through all the coun- 
ties except Erie, I am sure, that there are as many as the 
30,000 who do not attend meeting or S. S., and have no 
religious parents to instruct them. 

From his Journal, it appears also that he visited places 
in other counties contiguous to those mentioned. During 
the entire period of his labors in this cause, he also en- 
gaged in various Agencies for the dissemination of books 
and periodicals — collectively, forming a valuable auxiliary 
to the institution of S. Schools, wherever established. 

As a Licentiate Preiicher, he labored in Oswego, during 
the Summer and Autumn of 1835. Under date of Sept. 
21, he writes : 

. . . . . Attended a Prayer Meeting at Eld. Saw- 
yer's. Brethren and sisters seciaed to pray anew. My 
own soul was more deeply roused than ever, to pray for 
sinners here. Oh, how precious the souls of men aj-.pear- 
ed. Brother Norfleet, a colored man and minister, was 
present. He sung and prayed in his good negro slave 
style. Sunday morning, preached in the Baptist church. 
In the afternoon the house was billed and all in a mass, 
locked me direct in the face and perfect stillness pervaded 
the audience. Eternity was the subject. They all thought 
for the moment, and then I feav the world rushed in again. 
The dear 6\d man seemed filled with Jesus' love, and all 
were interested in him personally, if not with his subject. 

" He whom the truth makes free, is free indeed." 
6 
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In a subsequent letter to his sister, (then a Missionary 
at Bellevue) a particular friend of the subject of this 
memoir, writes the following, under date of 

Sept. 16th, 1834. 

I received a letter from Abel a week since. He was 
well, and in his ugual good spirits. Perhaps, it may not 
be wrong for me to say to you, that your brother is tend- 
erly beloved by me. Four long years since, when I was a 
child, I gave hini my heart, with a promise of my hand 
when I should be old enough; and never for one moment, 
have I repented of that promise on my own account, and 
a fearful change must come over me, ere I ever shall. I 
never have spoken to you on this subject, for I dared not 
begin, but have many times wished you would ask me, 
had the subject occurred to your mind, and then I should 
have told you all. If I have done wrong in speaking to 
you so freely, or if it seems to you unmaidenly, forgive 
me, and think it an error of the head and not the heart. 
After relating her recent experience in religion at that 
time and her joyful anticipation of seeing Abel, she re- 
marks, I can now appreciate his worth. 

From her superior education and intellectua' endow- 
ments, united with her disposition to serve God, she was 
eminently qualified to unite in any benevolent enterprise, 
destined to elevate and bless her fellow beings, or raise the 
fallen from the paths of vice and degradation. In this de- 
voted lady (Miss Mary Ann Brigham) Mr. Brown found a 
valuable assistant in the cause of Temperance, iia the col- 
lection of facts, visiting families, &c. Accordingly in the 
Autumn of 1835 she accompanied him to Auburn, on his 
agency in behalf of this cause, and was kindly received 
and sustained by the friends in that place. 

The following letter will serve to show the light in which 
her labors were appreciated : 

Albany, Oct. 15th, 1835. 
Abel Brown, Jr. : My dear Sir— -I have just received 
and read with the most lively interest, the narrative of facts 
signed by Miss Brigham. Allow me to thank you both. 
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in the name of our Society and of our common Immamty, 
for this labor of kindness and love. May you both hear 
the welcome plaudit — " I was sick and in prison and je 
visited me." Oh that the healing and restoring iniluence 
of the Temperance reformation, could be borne into all 
those abodes of consummate wretchedness ! Oh that wO' 
man, wherever dignified and elevated and blessed by the 
heavenly influence of Christianity, would lend her aid, to 
bear that influence onward, until all the dark places of the 
earth shall have been enlighteneu, and all its miserable 
sinks of sin purified ! To this end let us toil without 

ceasing. 

I remain yours truly, 

EDWIN JAMES, 

Cor. Sec. N. Y. Tern. Soc. 

While no feeling but that of gratitude was felt and 
expressed on the part of friends in the cause of Temper- 
ance, a very different sensation was produced among those, 
engaged in the ungodly traffic of selling spirituous liquors, 
the venders as also those who were made victims, to this 
degrading vice, and sold to beastly intoxication. 

A short account of the affair, is found in his Journal, 
penned some months after the occurrence, in connection 
with that of similar treatment at a subsequent period : 

I was whipped by a grocery keeper, last Fall in Au- 
burn N. Y., also assaulted and seized in the street, and an 
attempt was made to drag me from the house or cowskin 
me in the same, and at last was forced to leave the place 
or submit to the fury of a mob, headed by a number of 
grocery keepers ; among whom were Jonas Brown, Fred- 
eric I. Ciute, Thomas Munroe and others of a similar 
Btamp. 

My " crime" was that of visiting about one hundred 
Drunkards' families, and telling to the community their 
wretchedness. 

The Mob pursued me about eight miles. I left my con- 
veyance and fled to the woods, and was hunted for until ten 
o'clock at night. At one time they came within thirty 
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feet of me. I oftien prayed for them and felt confident, 
that God would deliver me, yet I felt deeply the impo- 
tency of every thing bttt God to sustain rae. I trembled, 
and oiften found myself saying, '* they will have you yet." 
I never before could sympathize with David, when perse- 
cuted by Saul. 

In a description of these scenes to myself, he said, that 
about il o'clock A. M., the mob collected, consisting of 
some five hundred persons, surrounding the hotel where 
he was, and that in consequence of a man rushing into the 
house to seize him, the Inn Keeper became alarmed for the 
safety of his house, and ordered Mr. Brown to quit, conse- 
quently, he was obliged to make his way directly through 
the assembled multitude ; yet on account of his smallness 
in stature aiid swiftness in running, passed unobserved, and 
succeeded in reaching the conveyance in wait for him. 
On reaching a certain distance, as previously stated, he 
was overtaken by a man on horseback, who was employed 
for the direct purpose of taking his life. Those who were 
with Mr. Brown, had taken the precaution to fin the vehi- 
cle with clubs, &c , as weapons in case of an assault ; 
and Mr. Brown said he thought, how easy it would be for 
them to take the life of tliis higlivray assassin — the next 
thought, that struck his mind, was the awful frite attend- 
ing such a soul iu Eternity. The man thus employed to 
commit the deed of violence, seemed a!so to relent. Mr. 
Brown, therefore, considering him as a hireUng in the 
business, offered him five dollars to leave him, and then 
fled for the woods and was pursued, as before stated, unti! 
10 o'clock at night ; making a twelve hoars chase froim 
the starting point at eleven in the morning. 

Rev. C. Van Loon, in allusion to the affair, told mfi 
that in taking lodging for the night at a house, he was re- 
ceived by the inmates, as a supposed convict from the 
State Prison, and harbored with the intention of returning 
him the next morning to Auburn. A satisfactory cxj[^a- 
nation, probably averted the design. 

Friends were not wanting at this juncture of eveats^^ to 
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assist and sustain Mr. Brown, in his efforts thus to ad- 
vance the cause »f Temperance. 

Among the numerous letters of sympathy addressed to 
him at this time, is the following : 

Albany y Sept. 9j?A, 1835. 
My Dear Sir : — rejoice, that you have been persecut- 
ed for righteousness sake. It is one of the instruments 
God uses to advance His own glory, and we should rejoice 
to be His instruments, no matter how much we suffer. 
You can with great propriety congratulate me on this point. 
The persecution, I am now enduring is tremendous, and 
I have to withstand it almost singlehanded, except that I 
feel that God is working for me, and will support me in 
the opposition. I am now enduring from wine drinking 
Christians, Rum sellers, Beer makers, &c. &c. I pray 
God for counsel constantly. We must all seek direction 
from Him. But to the subject of your letter. Send us, 
my dear Sir, your Manuscript at once. We dare publish 
any thing that is true, avoiding personalities, and if these 
tales are of the character you name, they may be made a 
blessing to the nation. Should we conclude to publish 
them, we shall scatter them to the four winds. The time 
has come foi increased effort, and we are prepared to in- 
crease our labors in any way and every way to promote 
the great work. We are now circulating almost millions 
of documents gratuitously, and we are trusting to Provi- 
dence for the means — we never yet have trusted in vain. 
Should we publish your documents, then I suppose those 
who have desired their publication, and have subscribed, 
\s\\\ help us. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your Brother in being persecuted, 

E. C. DELAY AN. 

An A<1 Jress to the Public, was also issued, commenda- 
tory of 'ih^i course pursued by Mr. Brown, and relative to 
the attendant circumstances of those riotous proceedings, 
from which, the following is an extract : 

" Mr, Brown, of whose good moral character we have 
*6 
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sufficient testimonials, came to this village a few weeks 
since, with a view of making it a temporar}' residence. 
Being warmly enlisted in the' principal benevolent opera- 
tions of the day, and particularly in the Temperance re- 
form, and Sabbath School institutions, he determined to 
exert himself in the promotion of these two philanthropic 
objects in our village. Accordingly he proposed to visit 
personally the groceries, where, in open violation of the 
law, spirituous liquors are daily sold, to investigate their 
character— company, — and amount of safes^and from 
thence, by correct estimate, and actual observation, to trace 
directly the influence of the traffic on the families of their 
customers, and indirectly on the inhabitants of the entire 
town. And having obtained these facts, he designed at a 
general meeting of the citizens to lay them before the pub- 
lic, in the hope that these details of the misery and vice 
existing in our midst, wouM excite more activity in the 
cause of temperance, and thus remove, or mitigate that 
most fruitful source of evil, to our beloved country and 
village — Intemperance. 

Whilst visiting the abodes of the poor and wretched, he 
also proposed to procure relief for the suffering and des- 
titute — to secure the attendairce of children at some one 
of the village Sabbath Schools, and enlist the feelings of 
the parents in the support oi these institutions. 

These were the objects^ and these the motives that 
prompted Mr. Brown to enter upon a work so arduous and 
self denying. The' very objects and the very motives, 
though exercised upon a diminished field, that prompted 
the immortal Howard, to trace to their miserable habita- 
tions the loathsome victims of vice and debauchery — to 
seek out and visit in their cwn wretched hovels the sons 
of poverty and distress. 

He made known these intentions to a few individuals, 
who encouraged him to proceed, and accordingly he had 
been engaged for weeks in prosecuting his labors— -when 
on Thursday the 27th of August last, being then prepared 
to lay the facts he had obtained before the public, a paper 
waa forcibly taken from his bands inr our streets by cer-^ 
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tain individuals, and publicly read : Which paper^ being a 
private memorandum, contained a list of drunkards, of gro- 
cers, names oS families upon virhom he designed to call — 
in relation to the objects he had in view. To which actU' 
al enumeration, rumor fuid mistatement added the names 
of other citizens, all of whom were represented as includ- 
ed in the same catalogue of confirmed inebriates — which 
names also it was confidently affirmed were designed to be 
published. Such rumors and false statements having soon 
gained general credence, an extraordinary commotion en- 
sued, and Mr. Brown, without trial, was held forth and 
denounced as a libellous scoundrel and disturber of the 
public peace. A few who considered themselves particu- 
larly aggrieved in the heat of the temporary excitement, 
not mindful of the salutary laws of our land, attempted to 
inflict summary punishment by a resort to personal vio- 
lence, from which attempt however, we are happy to say, 
he providentially escaped unharmed. And we are still 
more happy to he able to state, that some of his most de- 
termined opposers have since in a spirit of commendable 
c&ndor and honesty^ acknowledged their error, and ex- 
pressed a regret that by a momentary ebullition of passion 
they were betrayed inio so great an excess. 

The above is a correct and unprejudiced statement of 
the grounds of the recent disturbance — and we are there- 
fore prepared to make the positive declaration, that the ex- 
citement originated in no sufficient cause, but sprung sole- 
ly from false and erroneous representations. That he de- 
signed to collect and publish facts in referance to Intem- 
perance, we have said — and to this no friend to the gen- 
eral cause of humanity could object — but that he intended 
to publish names, we deny upon his own authority and as- 
sertion previous to the disturbance. He refused repeated- 
ly to give the names to his most intimate friends — declar- 
ing that he considered himself honorably bound to sooie 
poor families from whom he obtained facts not to reveal 
names, and that he never would be guilty of such a breach 
of faith — and of this determination his friends at once saw 
and acknowledged the propriety. Should any think that 
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the mere having in his possession sa«h a memorandum, is 
an evidence of his intention to publish it^— we would sim- 
ply ask how any person, being a stranger, could collate and 
properly arrange a ma^ of lacts relative to individuals 
without a memorandum ? 

Thus, then it appears manifest, that the charge instituted 
against Mr. Brown, of an intention to libel our citizens , 
and create an unwarrantable excitement, is groundless. 

Should it be said, that the manner of obtaining these 
facts is highly objectionable, as it is a disingenuous method 
of prying into the secret concerns of families, and* an offi- 
cious intermeddling with the affairs of others ; — -we would 
observe, that the character of such procedure depends, 
very raateriallyt upon the motives which prompt to the in- 
vestigations ia question. What patriot, what philanthro- 
pist can object to the efforts of benevolence for the relief 
of misery, how delicate soever the circumstances, with 
which it may have relationship ? All our sympathies, the 
spirit of benevolence, and the word of God, in which that 
spirit breathes pure and heavenly from the Throne of The 
Highest, urge us to the abode of wretchedness and wo, to 
weep with those who weep, to sooth the anguish of broken 
hearts, and to guide the young and helpless into the paths 
of virtue, respectability, and usefulness." 
. A sample of the facts were also given, of the most thril- 
ling description, and the Report was signed by eighty in- 
dividuals, whose names will be held in everlasting remem- 
brance, by the lovers of Temperance. 

Some months subsequent, he writes the following letter ; 

Fredoniay Feb. 1st, 1836. 
Mt Dear and only Sister : — You still share in the af- 
fections of my heart, although I was married to Mary Ann 
Brigham on the fourth of December last. I am laboring 
in the Sunday School in this County—during the present 

winter Mary Ann's heal' h is better than 

formerly, and my own is almost perfect—heat and cold, 
. winds and storms are alike to me. 

The churches generally, are declining in 
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piety, but God is raising up some Ministers, valiant for the 

truth, and there will be a reaction 

All my S. S. efforts seetn to be blessed. There is good 
coming out of the Temperance, Anti-Slavery, and Moral 
Reform Society. The cause of Christ is rising in our 
land I there are a noble few who fear none but God, who 
arc marching boldly on. We expect opposition, but God 
sustains us. We have mobs, &c., but all does not. deter 
us. I have been publicly mobbed, cowskined, knocked be- 
side of the head, and assaulted five or six different times 
during the year past, but God delivers me, and puts all 
mine enemies to confusion. Our laws here are not our 
strength-—" God is our refuge and strength," &c. Some of 
the whiHkey manufacturers talk of whipping me, but I 
fear them not. All goes well with me, long as I pray. I 
have been talking Temperance during a part of the sum- 
mer, and have endeavored to show the manufacturer and 
vender, that they are chargeable with the sins of the drunkr 
ard, and this makes some repent and others to gnash 
their teeth. . . . There are a host of children, com- 
ing under the influence of religious instruction The 
cause of Anti-Slavery has very much opposition^ but it is 
advancing and will soon prevail. The truth will always 
prosper. I am an Abolitionist in the full sense of the 
word, yet I have found little time to say or do muich in the 
cause. Labor on, my dear Sister. My dear wife sends 
her kind regards, and all send hearty love. Adieu. 

ABEL BROWN, JR, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Preaches at \( A8.<fieId, N- Y.— Trials and persecution— la publicly whip- 
ped^ &o— I-abbrs in Pe»c«»vlv«niar— Lectures in behalf of the Ameri- 
can Anti Slavery y^ociety--ii a Epistolary Address to the Senior Class 
of Hamilton Institution. 

The ensuing Summer, Mr. Brown was located at West- 
field, in the work of the Minisuy, some account of which, 
is found in his Journal at this period. 

WestJield,JuJif 23d, 1826. 

For a few days past, have been in deep 

distress. Have before been whipped and pounded and 
hunted like the fox, by men more savage than wild beasts, 
and have had afflictions of various sorts, but never any 
thing that took hold of my very life, like the present. In 
prayer all is light, but elsewhere, all is dark. I have al- 
most wished for death. 

Have this day been making some enquiries relative to a 
religious Newspaper. The Pulpit and Press, with few ex- 
ceptions, are silent, in reference to the sins of Adultery, 
and to Intemperance, in many cases, and Slaveholding — 
and but few men, do or say, more than what public opin- 
ion will sustain. As for real and entire consecration to 
Christ, there is little, except in name even among those 
who preach. Alas I Alas ! Too true. For myself, I am 
ashamed, also for my Country and People. If I preach 
and live according to the truth, all men will hate me. I 
seem to be known and hated now, by many — or men seem 
to hate to hear about their own sins." 

After giving an exposition of Bible truth in reference to 
prayer, at a preparatory lecture, he remarks — ^The truth 
was highly commended, but I fear, a very few, if any, will 
obey it. Enough are always found to commend the truth, 
but few to live in accordance thereto. 

July 28«A. 

In the morning, Elder Zeqas Freeman called. Had a 
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pleasant interview. Brother F. informed me of the spec- 
ulation now in progress among the Ministers. The church- 
es and leaders seem to be going after the world. The 
minister^ who spends a portion of his time in business 
transactions, cannot spend the same time in preaching 
" Christ crucified.'' The Apostles thought it not fit for 
them to leave the ministry (or preaching " Christ cruci- 
fied") to even serve tables for their brethren, although 
some were neglected — and can it be best for ministers 
who h xve most talent, to devote so large a portion of their 
time to this work of gain ? How would Paul have ap- 
peared attending auctions to- buy land, and how do minis- 
ters appear now in pursuing a course directly opposite to 
that of Paul. The right course seetns clear — ** a single 
eye to the glory of God," in the conversion of sinners. 

Sunday, Aug. 21, 1836. 
Preached in A. M. to Baptist and Presbyterian Churches 
in Presbyterian house in Westfield. Text — Luke 3 ; 15. 
Pleasant state of mind during the exercises. All heard. 

Aug. 23f?. 

Attended the Anniversary of the Chautauque Co. S. S. 
Union at Maysville. Talked temperance in the evening. 
As I went from the house to my lodgings, saw ten or fif- 
teen mea around a poor drunkard. The tavern keeper 
had sold him liquor until he could not walk alone, and 
then thrust him into the street. I could get neither house 
nor place for a long time, where any one would take him ; 
at last, found a barn to which I led him, and he was laid, 
on the hay until morning. He repented and confessed in 
the morning, and went home. 

Sunday , Aug. 28th, 
At 5 o'clock, lectured at Portland Har- 
bor. At half past 7 o'clock lectured at Westfield. Con- 
gregation large and solemn. Text — Eternity. A dnmk- 
en man hallooed in the street, and disturbed the congre- 
gation until the cause was ascertained. He had been 
whipping his wife. 
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Westfield, Sunday, Nov. 6tk, 1836. 
^ Having received &n invitation from the Presbyterian 
Church to preach in their house, the brethren of the Bap- 
tist Church thought proper to accept the same. In A. M. 
used as a text, " Rebuke a wise man and he will love 
thee." Showed the duty of Christians in reference to re- 
buking sin, and rebuked the sin of Gambling, Whiskey 
making, and other public sins. 

Nov. dtli, 1836. 

This evening while walking through the streets of West- 
field, was attacked by Doct. C. Jones, who struck me about 
thirty or more times, with a rawhide. 

I felt while he was inflicting the blows, calm and com- 
posed. Christ held my spirit, as quiet as when sitting by 
my own blessed fireside. My eye was injured by the end 
of the whip. The Doctor cursed and swore awhile, and 
commenced whipping again, but the blessed spirit kept my 
heart and lips. After my return home, had an hour of 
swee*. communion with God, and could pray with a sin- 
cere heart, for him who inflicted the strokes. I have not 
even an unkind thought, although I was rather severely 
whipped. 

There were ten or fifteen of the most enlightened hat- 
ers of God about me, while 1 was receiving the lashes. 
They all seemed thunderstruck, and one (a Lawyer) who 
has threatened caning me, became as gentle as a lamb, 
and said to one of his fellows — " I should not think it 
possible, for a man to endure thus, and not become en- 
raged !" 

The reason assigned for whipping me was, that I had 
slandered him in the pulpit. I had been preaching against 
gambling, and the Doctor considered himself slandered. 

Sunday, Nov. ISth, 1836. 
Being earnestly pressed by the Presbyterian minister, 
(Mr. Gregory) preached in the Presbyterian Church, to 
the congregations united. The house was filled. The 
text — Rom. 12 ; 19. The congregation listened attentive- 
ly. A class of Infidels, Gamblers, Adulterers, and Rum- 
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sellers, and Haters of God, having bonded together, pass- 
ed resolutions to whip, tar and feather, and otherwipo 
abuse me. Bro. Gregory felt anxious to identify, publicltf 
his interest with mine — and after servi-ie, said — " Togeth- 
er we live or die." 

Mr. Brown continued to preach ia Westfield and vicin- 
ity, for the space of several months, notwithstanding the 
opposition he was obliged to surmount, often being threat- 
ened with similar treatment in other places, by those who 
gloried in his having been whipped. 

His sermons were not harsh, bitter or invective, but 
scriptural, full of point and seasonable rebuke. 

The solemnities of eternity, afforded him a theme of 
warning and instruction to his hearers, in view of the fmal 
retribution of the wicked. " Christ weeps over Jerusa- 
lem," one evening, formed the subject of his discourse. 
In accordance with wh'ch, he says, ** my heart was deep- 
ly impressed." 

Westfield, Dec. Qth, 1336. 
Dr. C. Jones : Very Dear Sir — " Prepare to ireet thy 
God" is a warning given by God himself; and that 1 may 
not be found unfaithful to one, who has, unintentionally 
perhaps, caused me to hate evil and love Christ more ar- 
dently, I remind you of this awful, awful injunction. 
Since the unhappy evening, in which you were left to sin 
against God so openly, I have felt extremely anxious that 
you should be converted and become as a little child. 
You have not injured me in the sight of God, and whatev- 
er man may say, is of little consequence. It will be but a 
few days, before you and myself will stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. Are we prepared ? For myself, 
I frankly say, that the thought of meeting a holy, holy 
God, causes me to tremble. The sacrifice of Jesus, af< 
fords me the only consolation. " The blood of Christ, 
cleanseth from all sin." Therefore, I have some hope, 
yes, I have a perfect hope, that I shall eventually dvrell 
with Christ 

Will not you, my dear Sir, repent of your sins and 
7 
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ask pardon through the blood of Jesus. "Though hand 
join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished." 

Your sincere friend, 

ABEL BROWN, JR. 
[Dr. J. whipped me November 9th, 1836.] 

North East, Pa. Aug. Qth, 1837. 

Have been laboring at Westfield4intil Ist 

of May, when I expected to have gone to Ohio— even 
marked and started my goods — but those v/ho owed me 
could not or would not pay me, therefore, was compelled 
to stop. The brethren at this place, entreated me to set- 
tle, and sent for ray goods and brought them about the 1st 
of June. 

While in Westfield, enjoyed some of the love of Christ. 
Mr. G. forsook me, when my cause became unpopular, 
Poor man, may the Lord have mercy on him. 

Wjhen I came to this place, T found about thirty hearers 
upon the Sabbath, Church divided, and every thing but 
real heart piet^ abounding. 

Have usually talked to four congregations on the Sab- 
bath, and at present superintending two S. Schools beside. 

. .... I feel myself, a poor vile sinner, unfit to 
do anything, and deserve to be condemned for not saying 
or doing much more. 

His preaching was of that stamp, that his hearers could 
not easily occupy a neutral position. 

. . . . . Concerning them he says — Someprofess- 
ors greet me with apparent delight, others are very outra- 
geous, and leave church before I hardly begin to speak, 
&c. A revival of deep and extensive interest (through 
the blessing of God) seems to have been the result of his 
labors at this period. 

/ Aug. 17tk. 

He writes — ^Visited Erie, saw Brethren Bakers, and 
made ^rrangeraenits for forming a County Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society. 

On the 30th September (following) attended the Annual 
Meeting of the Erie Co. Domestic Missionary Society. 
Preached the opening sermon. ' Behold the Lamb of God.' 
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North East, Pa., Nov. 16th, 183?. 
This day was ordained. Father Geo. Sawin made the 
Ordaiming Prayer. He appeared to pray in the spirit. 
Felt calm daring the exercises. Eld. Wm. T. JBoyaton 
preached the Sermon. Zt was such as the occasion re* 
quired. 

Sunday, Nov. l%th, 1837. 

tn th6 morning attended S. S. at half ]^ast 10. At 
noon baptized. * * In P. M. lectured two hours, in 
behalf of the American Anti-Slavery Society* In the 
evening, preached at Freeport. 

From his correspondence, at this time, it isobvioos that 
he was much engaged ia devising planis, &c.j to forward 
the cause of the slave. 




The following Epistolary Address will serve to illustrate, 
in some measure, his views and feelings relative to the 
duty of Christians, in the upholding and sustaining the 
sin of oppression and robbery, in the form of human Sla- 
very. 

North East, Erie Co. Pa., 
Oct. mh, 1837. 
Messrs. Ira Corwin, E. E. L. Taylor, Wm. Everts, and 
others, late members of the Senior Class, in the Col- 
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legiate department of the Baptist Literary and Theolog- 
ical Institution at Hamilton, N. Y. : 
Dear BitETHREN—The acquaintance which! have en- 
joyed while a Class-mate with you, has given yotf a place 
near ray heart ; and in thus pabliely addressing you, I 
would honor the cause which we all profess to love, aitd 
if I speak of what I think yoiir errors, I will endeavor to 
do it with kindness. 

You are watchmen upon Zion's waifs. You are to hear 
ihe word from God's mouth, and faithfully dfeliver the same 
to the people. You are not to shun to declarethe '* whofo 
counsel of God." You have finished a ColJegiatfr course 
of study — received the approbation of your Professors, ami 
applause of the denomination of Christian*, to which we 
liold membership. You are now a|b)out to enter upon a 
aourse of Theological studies, under the guidance of 
rhoee Divines whom we have been accustomed to venerate, 
My^ object, in addressing you, is to endeavor to persuade 
jou to leave that Institution immediately ; I do this, because 
2 think you will sustain American Slavery, by continuing 
members of the Institution in its present condition. My 
belief is founded upon the following reasons : — 1st. That 
Institution courts the support of Skveholdera aad their 
apologists. 

Slaveholding ministers and laymen frequently risit the 
Institution — great pains are taken to obtain their favor. 
Nothing is said to them respecting the sin of Slavery, or 
if it is mentioned, it is only to say that the circumstances 
justify its continuance. The contributions of Slavehold- 
ers are received. In return, your Professors go to the 
South, talk and pray, but hold their peac^. in reference to 
" the peculiar Institution"— Slav wy. . ^ , , 

Yoar Professors neglect to cry against 

ihe sin of Slarebotding. These men profess to bt Teaeln 
era of the pure Religion of Jesus Christ. Their station 
gives them ah extensive influence. I learn from the min- 
utes of the last Triennial Convention of tl^ Baptists in 
the U. S. held at Richmond^ Va., that two of them were 
among the Speakers on that occasion. In thQ Stat^ of JK, 
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Y., their influence is almost boundless. Indeed, itmi^f h^ 
said, that the teachings of the Hamilton Professors are 
exhibited in almost every town in the State. If ^A^y neg« 
lect. to hear the cry of the poor, ministers, less informed; ' 
readily think.themselves excusable. Your ProfessOTS preach 
in behalf of the heathen, and correctly charge that man, who 
neglects the call of God through them, as lacking the es- 
sentials of piety; and a prominent argument, presented, bjr 
the Agents of your Institution when soliciting funds iSj 
that young men are trained within its walls, to preach the 
Gospel to the. benighted nations of the earth. And ia it 
true, that those very Professors hold their peace, when two 
and a half millions of Americans are forbidden even the 
Bible! 

You are forbidden speaking against the sin, or the right 
of : free discussion. The eoi^nce of this is, that an Anti- 
Slavery Society formed by yourselves and fellow students 
in the Institution, was dissolved by the Official request 
of the Faculty." 

You are permitted to form Temperance^ Moral Reform^ 
Missionary, \Gokniization and other Societies, and their 
merits have been freely discussed. You doubtless recol<- 
lect, the public dicussion of Uie merits of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, when our departed brother, Ralph J. Brown, 
exposed its foolishness, yet the Professors entered, their 
protest against his arguments, and sustained the ignoble 
enterprise. These various societies prosper, and their 
continuance is thought to be advantageous: ; even weekly 
and semi«week]y discussions, are not only permitted j' but 
considered useful. Time rolls on a little, and a few br6tb- 
jren form an A. Si Society. The Professors* Hear the 
news, and " post haste," one of that venerable body, is 
sent with a stiffnecked request, that the infant A. S. Soci- 
ety be immediately dissolved 

The reasons for dissolving that Society were, I suppose, 
simply these. Anti-Slavery principles were rather unpop- 
ular. The South universally hated them, and the North 
did not fear God sufficiently, to preach what they must ad- 
mit to be true. If the Society prospered, its members 
•7 
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woa^d be ranked among the Fanatias, and as the Profess- 
ors were knovirn to ccoitFol the internal q>erations of the 
lastitution, thej of conrae, must be considered aa eanc- 
tioning the Society, and thas they also, yes, even the ven- 
erable Board of Professors of the Hamilton Baptist Liter- 
ary, and Theological Institution, with a double D. D. at 
theiv head, would be reckoned among the reckless fanat- 
ics. Methinks, such thoughts as thiese filled their migh> 
ty minds. There are Garrison, Tappan, Birney— -good 
m'i»i'-^but over zealous, called fanatics by the world, and 
madmen by the Church. Our venerable names, noted for 
<mr candor and consistency-^" cool heads"— our reputa- 
tion will be jgohe, if it is once known that wie sanction ab- 
olition. Again, it is not practicable. Slavery is a sin. It 
cannot be right to make property of a man, but it cannot 
be stopped all at once. Then, Abraham had servants. 
Again, there is the Baptist Denomination, just getting into 
lovdy Uhion. Let the Presbyterian body fight Slavery. 
The Baptists have been contemptuously looked upon long 
enough. There are our Southern brethren, excellent 
men, good Christians. Our beloved Baptist Zion, it must 
not be . distracted. Our Institution, just insuring the con- 
fidence of the Churches. Our candid and stable friends 
will Ibiave us. "The gospel will destroy Slavery." O 
Lord, Thou great Head of the' Church, direct us. Give 
us wisdom to check this abolition spirit in the bud. 

Whatever might have been the reasons assigned, caus- 
ing your Faculty to dissolve that Anti-Slavery Society, it 
is <&ertaih that it was a worldly policy, a bending of .the 
truth for the sake of gain, and to win the confidence and 
favor of the votaries of this system of oppression, in vio- 
lation of the dearest rights of humanity. 

Yours, &c., 

ABEL BROWN, JR. 



HEUOia OF A&KV BROWNw 



79 



' CHAPTER VIII. 

Settlement at Beaver— Receives. Appointment of Agency from tbe A. S. 
Society of Western Pennsylvania— Per8ecntion-~An attempt to throw 
him into the River Ohio— "Delivers the Spoiled from the hand of the 
Spoiler"— Efforts to advance the Cause of the Slave in his own Denom- 
. ination. . : 

While at North East, a Church was established, through 
his instrumentalitj, on Reformatory principles. Soon as 
this wasaccomplished, he left the Pastoral charge of the 
Church and received an invitation to settle at Beaver, a 
city pleasantly located oh the Ohio. The call was accept- 
ed, at what date I am not informed. He chose rather to 
itinerate, fearlessly preaching the truth, than to, establish 
himself in any one place by a time serving policy. Neither 
can it be expected, that a minister will long be tolerated 
in openly rebuking the sins of a people^ in such a manner, 
that they cannot fail to make the personal application, for 
his preaching was of that character, that it seemed to 
speak like that of Nathan to David — " Thou art the man." 
He continued to preach throughout that section as oppor- 
tunity offered. Additional sketches from his Journal, suf- 
ficient to show the assiduity and zeal with which he labor- 
ed, are given. 

Sunday, 15th, 1838. 
In morning attended Sabbath School at Bridgewater. 
At ] 1 and 2 o'clock attempted to pveach. Prayer meeting 
at noon. Communion at 3 o'clock. At half past 4 went 
to Old Brighton, to lecture in the evening at Fallston. 
Felt very little in comparison with Christ, yet felt like 
warning men in view of the approaching judgment. . . 

Sundai/t April 29^/<. 
Have preached four sermons aud attended two Sabbath 
Schools. At the S. School at Fallston, 9 o'clock A. M. 
Some large boys gathered from the fishing places, came in 
and were instructed with interest (to myself at least), and 
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more apparent interest is manifested in all congregations 
than on last Sabbath. 

I feel delighted in presenting the sublime truths of the 
Gospel, to the children of men, and although so vile and 
unworthy myself, yet I hope and expect a revival in this 
region. 

Sunday, May Qth, 1838. 
In the morning superintended the S. S. at Fallston. 
Good attendance and interesting. Children many of them 
gathered from " the highways and hedges." Some quite 
large, twelve or fourteen years old, who could not read. 
Others quite intelligent. Tried to plainly wafri these 
young immortals. At 11 o'clock preached in W. Bridg- 
water. At 2 P. M. in Freedom. Congre^^jation full arid 
attentive. At 4 P. M. preached in East Bridgwater. In 
the evening at half past 7 preached at Fallston. Visited Ja 
number of destitute families. Retired at 10 o'clock rat 
er fatigued and feeling myself miserably vile and sinful^ 
in view of my own heart. 

Monday, 7th, 1838. 
Spent most of the day aiding my wife. In the evening 
attended and lectured at a Temperance Meeting in Bridg> 
water. 

Sundtcy, l^th. 

Spent the day as usual. Attended five services — at II 
A. M., and 2, 4, 6 and 8 P. M. ; also aJS. School at 9 A. M. 

The following days of the week, attended an Anti-Sla- 
very Conventibn at Pittsburg. Lectured each evening to 
large assemblies. l*he same spirit was rife, that caused 
the burning of Pennsylvania Hall, whose walls resounded 
to the motto, " Virtue, Liberty, and Independence," from 
the 14th day of this month, until the evening of the 17th 
witnesssed its destruction, by a lawless Mob in that " city 
of brotherly love," and State so dear to the memory of 
Franklin, Rush and others, among the earliest advocates 
of human liberty. 

On the 25th succeeding, Mr. Brown received an ap- 
pointment of Agency from the Western Pa. A. S. Society. 
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Soon afler, he relinquished his charge, as Pastor of the 
Baptist church in Beaver, and as a Minister in good 
standing/' received a cordial recommendation from the 
same. 

He now devoted his time and talents almost exclusively 
to the Cause of the Slave, zealously endeavoring to arouse 
and incite hi§ brethren of the Baptist denomination to ac- 
tion, was also employed as Corresponding Secretary 
and Agent of the Home Missionary operations of that sec- 
tion. 

He seemed ready to act at once, and determiaately, on 
any subject involving the duti**^ of himself and co-labor- 
ers, with reference to the question of that " sum of allvil- 
lanies" — American Slavery. The following letter on a 
subject previously entertained and suggested by himself, is 
full of interest ; and was perhaps the dawn of a brighter 
day, both to the denomination to which he belonged, and 
the Slave of our country : 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Feb. 5th, 1839. 

Rev. Joshua Leavitt : Dear Brother — In the Emanci- 
pator of last w^eek I see a proposition for holding a Baptist 
Abolition Convention. I think it very important that such 
a convention should be held in the month of May or June. 

The alarming demands of a slaveholding church require 
that immediate and mighty efforts should be made lest an 
avenging God overwhelm us in deep destruction. 

The Baptist churches in the South hold property in 
slaves, buy and sell men for the sake of gain, — even Bap- 
tists sell Baptists — part husband and wife — parent and child 
. — advocate and sanction polygamy — rob the poor to re- 
plenish the treasury of the Lord — withhold the scriptures 
from those whom God has required to search them, — and 
then say that God has given them this liberty and requires 
it at their hands. Ministers, D. D's, commit these crimes, 
and even leave men and women to be sold at auction after 
their death. Baptists have been found on lynch commit- 
tees, who have beat innocent men contrary to the laws of 
Ood and man. Northen Baptists have quietly beheld these 
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things^ have fellowshapped add are still fellowshipping 
these " dear southern brethren" — havje sent their agents to 
the South, asked and received a part of the proBts o( these 
Christian robbers — received men-stealers into their pulpits 
^^^•asked them to preach, pray and commune with them. 
The leading Baptist periodicals have been silent under the 
command, " Open thy mouth for the dumb," have excused 
slaveholders and censured those who " rebuked them sharp* 
It/" have seen their own brethren driven from the house 
of God by brutal mobs, have opposed a faithful editor un- 
til he was shot down at his post, and then rejoiced that the 
martyr was not a Baptist minister. Baptist ministers, D. 
D's, and Theological Professors, have limited " human re- 
sponsibilifies " expelled young men who feared God more 
than mortals from their " Schools of the Prophets," utter- 
ed gag laws, and defended practices at which hell itself 
would shudder. These statements may appear harsh to 
many, but they are true, and even this is not all the truth. 
Transactions far more degrading have been exhibited by 
Baptists. Many good brethren are not aware that slavery 
i£ thus sapping the very foundations of truth in our 
churches. They have supposed that such papers as the 
N> Y. B. Register, Gospel Witness, and Cross and Journ- 
al, published weekly a true account of all affairs of impor- 
tance occurring in the denomination. They have never 
once thought that they were upholding slavery. Very ma- 
ny professed abolitionists have voted to send delegates to 
the Triennial Convention, without even suspecting that 
they were sending them as agents to welcome men-stealers 
into the bosom of ont Zion, and thereby bidding them 
*' God speed " How can the Baptist churches be aroused 
and enlightened upon this in^nitely important matter 1 Can 
it be done more effectually than by calling and attending 
a National Baptist Abolition Convention? In such a 
meeting the whole subject could be canvassed, at least as 
far as human power is concerned, — mf.ay of the Baptist 
papers would publish the proceedings — new papers could 
be established if necessary, and thus this subject would be 
brought before most if not all the Saptist churches in th© 
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North. The result would show whether the Baptists love 
slavery more than truth. My abolition brethren in the 
church, upon whom rests the responsibility of calling such 
a convention, if not upon us ? Most surely God hath 
committed this blessed work to US. Why should we de- 
lay 1 Piifty thousand of our colored brethren in bonds ask 
us. Why ? 3,000,000, who have never heard of Christ, 
will soon meet us before the throne of God, and in the si- 
lence of eternity ask. Why ? Will not an insulted God 
ask, Why ? And shall we, while the blood of Jesus is 
interceding for us, delay ? 

The place of holding such a convention is not very im- 
portant. I propose Albany, New York, Utica or Phila- 
delphia. Certainiy many would meet at either place. 
Will not brethren Galusha, Tucker, Carpenter, Grosvenor, 
Ide, Colver, and others, immediately issue a call ? 

I have no apology to offer for thus presenting this prop- 
osition to the public. I almost daily see the, poor heart- 
broken slave making his way to a land of freedom. A 
short -time since, I saw a noble, pious, distressed, spirit- 
crushed slave, a member of the Baptist church, escaping 
from a (professed Christian's) bloodhound, to a land where 
he could enjoy that of which he had been robbed, during 
forty years. His prayers would have made us all feel. I 
s%w a Baptist sister of about the same age, her children 
had been torn from her, her head was covered with fresh 
wounds, while her upper lip had scarcely ceased to bleed, 
in consequence of a blow with the poker, which knocked 
out her teeth ; she too was going, to. a land of freedom. 
Only a very few days since, I .saw a girl of about eigh- 
teen, with a child as white as myself, aged ten months ; a 
Christian master was raising her child (as well his own 
perhaps) to sell to a southern market. She had heard of 
the intention, and at midnight took her only treasure and 
travelled twenty miles on foot through a land of strangers 
— she found friends. I gazed upon her intelligent coun- 
tenance — I thought of the immortal but crushed intellect 
That body which should have been the " temple of the 
Holy Ghost," had been, and was still intended by her mas* 
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ter to be a source of profit to him, realized even by the 
raismg and selling of its fruit as would best promote his 
interest. But why should I write 1 Have not the Baptists 
hearts 1 Do they not hear the wailings of millions 1 Does 
not the wintry blast echo their bowlings ? Will they neg- 
lect to act ? Will they forget the slave 1 Forbid it, slum- 
bering justice 1 Forbid it, indulgent mercy 1 Forbid it, 
Almighty God ! 

Will the editor of the Christian Reflector please pub- 
lish this commanication 1 

ABEL BROWN, Jr., late Pastor of 
the 1st Bapi Ch., Beaver, Pa. 

From a Report to the Executive Committee of the A. 
S Society, under date of December 3d, 1838, 1 make the 
following extract: 

" I have been laboring during the two past weeks in 
Beaver, Bridgwater, Old Brighton and New Brighton, 
Fallston, Freedom and Chippeway. I have been in close 
action with the enemy. Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
was one continued row. A mob drove me from the house 
on Friday night, Saturday night I could not get to the 
house unless through showers of stones, and Sunday, the 
house was found nailed up, and during one hour the friends 
could not open it; after it was opened, it was found too 
late to address the people without infringing upon the ap- 
pointment of the Methodists, which must not be done, even 
to save all the souls of the slaves. The mob in Bridgwa- 
ter was headed by . . . of the firm of ... . 
forwarding merchants, . . . merchant, . . . and 

. . . butchers. • There wore others concerned in 
the matter, but the two first named gentlemen, gave the 
" character and standing" to it. 1 suppose, perhaps, some 
went even greater lengths, than was anticipated by 'the 
leaders. Who threw the stones, I am unable to say, but 
stones were thrown. The house of a friend of mine was 
stoned, and his wife barely escaped being hit in the head, 
as the mob threw at me. The door was accidentally left 
open. It is hardly safe for me to walk in the street after 



MBMOia OF ABQL BROWN. 85 

dark. The cause of these things, is simply, because th^re 
is no minister in the place who opens his mouth fox the 
dumb. The presiding Elder in this region, is one of those 
haters of abolition, of which the Devil should be asham- 
ed. There has been a great ** Revival of Religion," 
among the Methodists in this place. I mean the religion 
of iJiis age, not the religion of the Bible. I shall be heard . 
even here, before many weeks, I am quite sure. I wish to 
state to the Committee, that it will be utterly impossible, 
for me to support my family with less than $700 per year. 
I am obliged to give my whole and undivided attention, 
and the best days and energies of my life, to the cause. I 
only regret, that ! cannot do more. I must now be ab- 
sent from home (if the northern county meetings are held) 
until th»», first of Feb., with the exception of only one or 
two dayt. In the month of February, I hope to be oblig- 
ed to atttind four or five county meetings. My family are 
so situat€d,^ they think it impossible to '* board out." This 
is a mattijr however, that I leave with the Committee. I 
cannot think it my duty to leave Beaver, until I find a 
more needy and wicked place. I would give up the cause 
in this region, and seek the retired spot from whence I 
came, (which is proffered me) if I was not sure, that it 
would be running away from duty.* I know the truth will 
ultimately prosper, even here. Indeed, even the leaders 
of the mob, who on Saturday evening stoned me, are 
afraid to look me in the face. I have had a personal inr 
terview, with one of them this day ; he turned ghastly 
pale, and even these God defying ministers, seem ashamed 
of themselves, although I have not uttered a word, for or 
against them 

Of farther riotous proceedings, he writes the following 
letter, without date : 

Rev. Robert Crooks : Very Dear Sir — I cannot ex- 
press all the satisfaction and grief, I have felt in reading 
your short, instead of long, as you say, letter. I thank God 
and take courage. Be assured, that it will be of vast benefit 
to our common cause ; this, I know, is all the reward you 
desire. I intend having the three articles published in an 
8 
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extra sheet, and scattered through this region. It will 
probably be as well to omit your name and residence, as 
the* effect here will be the same. 

I^ast night, I came home in deep distress. This morn- 
ing I received your letter, and it is indeed refreshing. 
While lecturing, on laast evening, a ruffian rushed into the 
house, seized me by the collar, and started to drag me 
from /the house. His associates who were in the house 
followed, but the friends of truth were too strong for them. 
As I vyent from the place I was stoned. There are a few such 
men among us at present. It was I think the enemies last 
struggle in that place (Brighton, Beaver Co.) I drop my 
pen, to return to the same house this evening and lecture. 

Some additional circumstances are found in another ac- 
count, probably retering to the same event during a series 
of meetings in Old Brighton, in the month of Nov., 1838 : 

. . . . . Returning from the school house after 
lecturing, I was egged, &c. Sabbath following, preached 
to a large assembly in this place. On Monday evening, a 
respectable audience convened. There was considerable 
excitement. I saw the mob as I passed up the street, and 
most of them sooo followed me into the house. They ex- 
hibited their wrath, by -tearing down a picture, posted for 
the evening's use. After prayer, I commenced speaking. 
The mob kept quiet, perhaps ten minutes, when a person 
entered the room in disguise His face was either painted 
or false (probably both,) with large false whiskers. His 
Bavage appearance rather surprised me— quick as thought, 
he rushed towards me with a hideous yeli — seized me by 
the collar, and in connectiou with some associates, attempt- 
ed to drcig me from the house. " Making no resistance," 
the interference of his friends alone prevented the merci- 
less treatment in store for him, as the victim of their rage 
and malice. 

While residing on the Ohio river, it is said that Mr. 
Brown aided slaves in their escape from bondage. In- 
deed, all those v/ho had been in the prison house of sla- , 
very, and were in the act of fleeing from the tyrant mon- 
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st(ep, ever found a welcome at his door and safety from the 
grasp of the pursuer. 

From a verbal statement given me by a gentleman from 
Va., I have the following account, (omitting names not es- 
sential to be given,) "pertaining to the case of a young girl 
in Alexandria, District of Columbia : 

*' Mr. R. (who gave the facts) was with Mr, Brown, and 
both labored to help her off. Mr. B. went io Baliimore — 
met R. there." He had previously written to him (Mr. 
B.) at Beaver. The girl was conveyed to at Balti- 
more, through Mr. B.'s influence." 

" The advertisements were uhead of them, for her appre- 
hension. Oflicers were watching at the cars, and also at 
the steamboats. Mr. B. was in a very critical situation. 
Suspicion rested on Mr. B., by one of the principal slave- 
holders. He was detained there three days, concealing 
himself; then Mr. B. obtained a carriage, took the girl in, 
and drove olF, about 7 o'clock in the evening, and went 
on to Little York. " He was there arrested, and tak- 
en on trial. He disposed of the girl previous, by putting 
her unuer the care of Mr. J. A trial was held, but no ev- 
idence being found, and Mr. B. not being obliged to con- 
fess against himself^ (in the eye of the law,) he was con- 
sequently discharged. Mr. Brown contrived to have her 
(the alleged slave) conveyed on, during the trial, and she 
proceeded to Canada." Mr. B. was engaged also, in a case 
in Kentucky with Mr. R. A slave was conveyed from 
Louisville to Cincinnati, Ohio, through Mr. Brown's in- 
fluence. Many might have been aided, through his means, 
from the adjoining States, as his location afforded peculiar 
facilities for thus " delivering the spoiled from the hands 
of the spoiler." 

An attempt was made while residing in Beaver, to throw 
him into the river, by twelve men assembled for the pur- 
pose of thus taking his life. Mr. Brown had been lectur- 
ing on the evils of intemperance. In relating the circum- 
stances to myself, he said, the mob surrounded him on the 
Ohio — that he stood fearless before them, looking them di- 
rectly in the eye and talking to them of the " judgment to 
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eoifte." They all quailed and faltered from theirpurpose, 
except one, who was very deterinined in his purpose, but 
was retJtrained by his fellows from committing the act. At 
8 meeting in the evening of the same day, those ungodly 
men presented themselves directly in front of hirti, as list- 
eners to the preaching of Mr. Brown, whose life a few 
hours previous they had essayed to destroy. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Receivas Appointment of A^noy for the Western Education Sooiety—i 
J^ves Pennsylvania-^Visita vMassachnsetts — Continues to Labor in 
the Cause of tne Slave. 

April following, Mr. Brown received the appointment of 
agency for the Western Education Society, formed the 
year previous, and m which be had taken part in devising 
plans and forwarding op^ations,. to carry into effect. 

The leading design of the Society, was to form " an In- 
stitution for the instruction of youth, in all the various 
branches of a Collegiate and Theological course of stud- 
ies," on the basis of a free, moral and enlightened senti- 
ment, involving the reformatory movements of the age. 

The location of the Institution, in view, to be establish* 
ed at som& eligible point on the river Ohio, communicat- 
ing, by the canal, with Lake Erie, and regions of the 
West. 

The College itself, 1o be instittsted, controlled, and sus* 
taihed by a body of men actively engaged in purifying the 
church from the contaminating influence of Slavery. 

How successful in the result of their efforts, I am en- 
tirely unacquainted, but presume from the nature of the 
object, and the state of public sentiment, linked as it is 
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<tbftt Ui6 project )iAnasfBe«re7 fo^ or. ifi<a^*w&8 ih» 

^j&otyihat t^iauspices; under which it 'Cobinied^Lced^ #ere 
-iavwi^l»l6,i would thdre be fouadprunei^lej selloaorifieeismd 
perseverance ieikougb to sustidn) such: an^entierprkei; ; Cer- 
'tain it is; >however, that aljointdstock €k>»ipahyr?wad^^ fi^ 
ed with «i Capital: of «ight7 thou8aicH], ;db»oat one hdf of 
which, {thirty««ight thousand) was takeEFupi atldMtIi& ze» 
-niainder, oilered; to the . Eastern and MidcUe iStat^ . 
- Writhag'on'this subjeet, Mr. Brown remarks : There is 
a great necessity for a wholes&Ie biii^intss to be done, in 
educating pious young men and women ibr the Work of 
the Lord in the wiest. A smalt number will nt»t*answeh 
At letuit, :ten thousand Teachers of eommon schools are 
now wanted j to instruct over five hundred thottsaiiid child- 
ren, now destitute in the valley of the Mi^iesippi. I am 
overwhelmed with the ihought-— and that a ' ncttion is al- 
most sleeping'' over this subject, fraught with (such moment- 
ous consequbr^ces. • * * •* 

One reason for stb-ting a project, like that under con* 
sideration, may have been found in the alarming tendency, 
not only of a corrupt Protestantism, but in the increasing 
population of the Roman Catholics at the west, with aU 
their auxiliaries in the form of Churches, Colleges and Mi^ 
sionary points of influence, l^'he subjoined article written 
by Mr. Brown, contains an account of some of the obsta- 
tsles in the way of progress, to advance the cause of eman- 
cipation and kindred efforts. 

The missionaries employed by the Catholics are men 
Who easily ingratiate themselves into the affections of a 
community, composed of such materials as are found in 
many sections of the west ; and Jesuits as they are,, tl^y 
pass for kind, tender hearted and pious ministers,, of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They go into villages in- 
habited almost entirely by Protestants^ ai»dl obtain Protest-* ' 
ant churches and congregations, and there defend theijr re-> 
ligion with such cunning craftiness, as to cause multitudes 
to admire. Some churches which ace de«ued to Baptist 



(mhiisters lind Ahti-SIaVeiry ItictUrars, are neadiljr opiened 

^6man Catholic Prieats. Thi& Methodist i^iscopal chdr^ 
at Wellsviile, Ohio, has been repeatedly refused to Baptist 

^inistiers, also to the friends of the slave '4o hold a prayer 
Meeting ; apd yet this chureh was opened last year to a 
Catholic Bisho]>, and such was his defence of the Catho- 
lic C%ur«il», and her blessed effects upon the nation^' were 

•so ikillfaliy portrayed, that apparently all apprehension of 
evil results were alliayed. From facts that hate coine un- 
der my observation, I,am quite confident that many jsimis- 

i ters in the west, would sooner aid and assist ^e Boman 

1, Catholics in <their efforts to subdue the; nation to , the will 
of . the Pope, than to suffer the Baptist Church, with, its re- 
publican government, to be established upon that extensive 

. jleld. The Catholics are taking poasessionj as far as their 
means, will permit, of all the strong points,) the large , cit- 

. .ies^ the seats of government^ &c. in the western ' States. 

.^They are at present, making a mighty effort to command 
the influence of the State of Illinois. They are erecting; 
a College at its seat of flifernment, thus preparing to win, 
its Legislators to aid them in corrupting the moralsr ^d 
debasing the minds of its future inhabitants. There are* 
many other influences which hinder the progress of en- 

^lightened Christian efforts in thie west, but the most po- 
tent of them all, is that of an aristocratic and domineering 
priesthood; that by their ecclesiastical power and personal 
influence, would prevent the people from hearing every sen- 
timent, but such aj3 they approve. The leading men in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and too many in the Presby- 
terian and Baptist churches, are of this stamp. These 
men, knowing that the truth would uproot them, make ev- 
ery possible exertion to keep it from the people. There 
are ministers ivho are known by reputation in this com- 
monwealth, as pious, devoted servants of God, who do not 
'hesitate to connive at, and by their influence sustain mobs, 
rather than have the Truth, as God has revealed it, pro- 
claimed among them. Would to God, the Baptist church 
was Jree from such men. ft - 
Leaving Pennsylvania, on his way to the Eastern States, 
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Mr. Brown, in a. odtnmunication to Revi P. Grosvehor, 
•writes the fuUowing under date of . - 

meMster,M0i/16iK; 1839; 

Dear BjttoTBEE:^ — Since tecetving your last letter I 
have been very busily engaged in foi-warding our catase, 
on my way irom Pittsburgh to this place. - I have visitfid 
many warm iViends, and not a few stern q}posers. Matiy 
influential Baptist Ministers are determined to shut the dis- 
cussion of the subject of Slavery out of the church. . . 

I was told yesterday, by one of the most influential op- 
posers of abolition in the Baptist church, that the Faculty 
of the Hamilton Literary and Theological Institutioh had 
resolved anew, that the students should not form A. S. So- 
cieties or discuss the stibject of Slavery in that Institu- 
tion 

In reference to the appointment of Agents for the Chris- 
tian Reflector, he says, " They will all do something." 
There is, however, a determination on the part of many 
in this (N. Y.) State, to keep all -4n<i-Slavery Papers, es- 
pecially Baptist, away. 3orae men go on as if determin- 
ed to die opposing the cause of Emancipation. 
Your brother, amid scenes of strife. 

* *.*,'* 

To THE SAME. 

Ballston Spa , N. Y., June^d, 1839. 

I have conversed more with that class of 

ministers, who oppose the Anti-Slavery cause, and find 
most of them determined to sustain their ground. They 
say, slaveholders shall not be excluded from the church. 
They are also determined to sustain the •* gag lam" at 
Hamilton and Granville Institutions, and the Baptist Reg- 
ister & Co. in their neutrality. The ministers say, they 
are the servants of the Church and must preach what the 
Church says. This is especially the doctrine of the Ham- 
ilton Faculty. A. M. Beebe Editor of the N. Y. B. Reg- 
ister, denies me a small place in his paper, even to state 
the principles upon which the jJducation Society intended 
to act. 
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MemtA thai lnstitutfoos thai pefmitted students to form 
Anti^Slavery Societies, ; should meet with no encourage- 
meiKt froija him, and denounced us as a set of ultraists, do- 
ing more bnrt dian good. , I see, wAmjast t^^frienda of the 
slave go i(Ma«]op9. , Chufch and ^tateihaf&tti}ited '«?ith the 
dcTil ^ oppoi^ the freedom of tiiie , dave, ibut ; go on^ , dear 
.Brother, and in ^Gtud'a namo jm triumphs . . . . 



CHAPTER X , 

Comroiaaion from the Massachusetts Abolition Societj-^ettles at North- 
, ampton— Private CJoreespondeEwe—Death of his Sistejv- better to C. P. 
<: Grcevenor. 

While in Massachusetts, he labored unitedly, in the 
' Ministry' and the cause Of the slave. In the month of Ju- 
ly, 1839; he rec^ve^ a Commission from the Massachu- 
setts Abolition Society, and subsequently settled as Pastor 
of the Baptist church in Northampton. 

A few extracts from his correspondence at this period 
are given. 

To Rev. ITlon Galusha. 

Sept. 5th^ 1839. 

, » . . . I see by the Christian Reflector of yes- 
terday, that through your instrumentality, a number of 
worthy names have been attached t& a call for a National 
Baptist A. S. Convention. I wish to inquire, whether the 
persons whose names appear in the Christian Reflector, as 
far as you have been instrumental in obtaining them, are 
believers in the doctrine— 

1st. Of the sinfulness of holding men as property un- 
der all circumstances? 

, .2d. In the duty of immediate emancipation without com- 
pensation 1 
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3d. That Slaveholders should be excluded from the fel- 
lowship of the Christian Church t 

You wiir understand the reasons of this inquiry, when 
I say, that some of the persons whose names appear with 
yours, were bitter opposers of Anti-Slavery efforts, only a 
few months since. Will you tell the readers of the Re- 
flector whether they have been converted or not. 

Yours for the Slave, A. B., Jr. 

Bro. Grosvenor — You can attach my name to the above 
if necessary. I fear that many of the names are of the 
prudent sort." 

Quotations from family letters at this period : 

. . . . . Our dear Walter 13 rcry jccW. A noble 
little fellow truly as we think. Mary Ann is usually well. 
She has been lecturing for the Moral Reform Society. She 
now has an invitation to labor for the New England F. M. 
Society. She will, if she can havei time, do something in 
the cause I trust I was lately invited to ad- 
dress a large audience in Boston upon this degrading vice 
(licentiousness) — five hundred houses of Infamy in Bos- 
ton. We hope to accomplish something through the press 
&c., if time is not otherwise occupied. 

I attend, upon an average, about ten meet- 
ings per week. My health is good, very good. 

There is now a tremendous opposition 

from these old Congregational churches, and the open hat- 
ers of truth, but all to no purpose. The Lord is with us, 
I trust. The Church are all united Our re- 
ligious denominations are becoming more and more con- 
formed to the world, and filled with the spirit of human 
expediency. Consequently we must be the more faithful 
in rebuking and reproving their hypocrisy. 

• • • • • ■ • • 

I have very few attachments on earth. Yet, I love my 
friends, but I dare not spend time to visit them. Indeed, 
it renders all society irksome, when I am not benefitting my 
fellow men. It is also hard for one to attend to my busi- 
ness transactbns. Indeed, there are such multitudes perish- 
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ing, that I cannot do less than labor without ceasing for 
their convevsion. I do not expect that the old superstitions 
of N, E. will last very much longer. They are withering 
before the truth. ..... 

I have no expectation of continuing here, longer than 
the Church can be Sufficiently advanced to sustain the gos- 
pel. 

To his sister (Mrs. C. B. Mercer) then resident of Mis- 
souri : 

. . . . . The cause of Anti-Slavery is marching 
onward. This is especially true in all the northern States. 
The slaves must be free. Yes, they will be free or death 
will overwhelm the nation. There are many abolitionists 
who will labor without any relaxation of eifort, until sla- 
very dies. I hope you will cot be contaminated by that 
vilest of all abominations — American Slavery. Touch it 
not, but pour the burning fire of truth upon it, whenever 
in your power. Make no terms with it whatever. * * 

On the Death of his Sister. 

Northampton., Mass. Nov. SOth, 1840. 

Mr. Reuben Mercer : Very Dear Brother — A letter 
from my parents informs me that my dearly beloved sister 
Cynthia, is no more. She was my only sister, and much 
I loved her, and earnestly did I labor to aid her to that 
place where you first knew her. Indeed, I feel the loss. 
Not that I mourn, for why should I, since God has thus 
appointed it. It was not because I loved her less that I 
aided her to depart to a land of strangers, but because I 
felt that I could not see her live without being useful to 
this lost and fallen world. I thought then, and still think, 
thnt I did what was duty, and I would that I had another 
sister to live and die, if God designed, under such circum- 
stances. Yours has been the lot to enjoy the society of 
her, whom I loved as I did myself, and I am quite sure 
that you have appreciated it. She was indeed, worthy of 
the society of a kind and generous friend. 

I have not been able, on account of an overwhelming 
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pressure of duties, to hold a regular correspondence with 
you or my sister, but have heard regularly by my parents. 
I hope you will not give yourself to grief and over, much 
sorrow. Death is common to us all, and we should daily 
be so conversant with it, as to be able to meet it with 
calmness and reconciliation. There is nothing about death 
that should really make us afraid, since Jesus Christ has 
been with us in life — he certainly will not forsake us in 
that trying hour, and if He is with us all will be safe. 

I should be very happy to see you, and it would give me 
great pleasure to visit you. Should be very happy to have 
you visit this State. 

Permit me to say, that inasmuch as you have found 
pleasure in the society of one who is now taken from you, 
be not given to melancholy, but commit your cares to the 
Lord, and think it not criminal to secure the friendship 
and society of another, who may go with you through this 
wilderness world. I am sure I shall not think you loved 
my sister less. I make this remark and leave you to make 
your own choice, whether to live single or otherwise. I 
shall ever think of you as brother. 

But my brother, your dear and interesting wife is not 
dead. All there was about her that made her interesting, 
and that filled your mind with joy and satisfaction indes- 
cribable, still lives and will eternally live. That wife, who 
made your home an earthly paradise, has lost none of her 
sweetness. That which made all her form lovely, that 
which made her eyes to you more precious than gold, and 
her voice the music of heaven, still lives. All that is 
dead would never have been loved by us, had it not been 
the abiding place of that which never dies. You only 
think of that body, and of its loveliness, as enclosing the 
intelligence which made it ail that was to you desirable, 
and you never would have wished its stay, if it had not 
possessed that intelligence. That is not deadf and that 
onlp was your wife. While that form was with you, there 
was a constant struggling within it, a desire to look be- 
yond, an indecribahle something, which was constantly 
seeming to say, " unbind me, take off these fetters, cut me 
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hose, let me expand and he with God, and dwell with Him 
-—see His glory and know His greatness. This temple is 
too small for me. I am immortal, I cannot, thrive in 
mortality" God has heard those groanings after life, 
-^has struck off the clog and set the prisoner free, and now 
she is where there is nothing to retard her progress. She 
is beyond every influence that affects mortal life. She is 
lost in the boundless contemplation of God. You would 
not bring her back. How calmly she watches all your 
ways. Yes, she lives. Lives did I say ? Poor word, it 
does not half express the thought, Sfie reigns with God. 
I can almost hear her saying, husband weep not. Dry up 
all your tears. I am happier than you could make me. 
You were overwhelmed with grief when I lelt that body 
which you so much loved, but to me it was the beginning 
of life. It raised the curtain which introduced me into 
this state of happiness, which to mortals I cannot describe. 
I cannot come back, but you can come here. Gabriel is 
here. Jesus is here, and is constantly saying, Father see my 
hands, my feet, my side. Forgive ! O forgive. Could you 
but see him once, certainly you would love him, for he is 
beyond expression lovely. 

Your Brother, 

ABEL BROWN, JR. 

P. S. I should be happy to have you preserve the writ- 
ings of my, sister, as I desire to write a small volume for 
the S. S. library. Therefore, any writings of hers which 
you may possess, and any account which you may give of 
her life, sickness, and death, I should be happy to obtain, 
especially her Journal, You will, of course, be willing 
that her friends should thus prepare a short token of re- 
membrance, of an only daughter and sister. If you con- 
cur in this request or suggestion, I wish you would be so 
kind as to send such writings &.C., as may be of service 
to me to Northampton, Mass. If you could copy what 
you think would be of some interest on to two, three, or 
fonr large double sheets, you would be at liberty to send 
it by the mail. If you cannot, please retain them until I 
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can get them, or you have an opportunity to send them to 
this place, or to my Father at Prairie Village, or send by 
mail, if the postage is not more than two or three dollars. 
Please write me soon. Yours, &c., A. B. 

In reference to the Annual Conventions of the County 
A. S. Societies in the western section of Massachusetts, 
under date of January, 1840, he writes : 

To C. P. Grosvenor. 

, . . . . The Hampshire county meeting was at- 
tended by about 150 delegates. There were a number of 
ministers present, among whom I recognized our aged Fa- 
ther Nelson. He made a thrilling speech in favor of with- 
drawing fellowship from all slaveholding churches, and be- 
nevolent associations. The Missionary, Bible, Tract, and 
other societies, which ask and receive robbery for burnt 
offering, were shown to be unworthy of confidence, almost 
all of which are directly upholding slavery. The duty of 
christians, and especially abolitionists at the polls^ was 
freely discussed. It was distinctly shown that God re- 
quires us to regard this cause when we vote. The wick- 
edness of sustaining such papers as the Boston Recorder 
and Christian Watchman, was clearly portrayed. 

In Hampshire county similar resolutions were discussed. 
That respecting withholding contributions from those be- 
nevolent associations, which ask and receive the " price of 
hlood!' into their treasuries, occupied about half of the 
time. It was stated upon authority which will not be dis- 
puted, that the A. B. of C. for F. M. held slaves only about 
two years since — that their missionaries had remonstrated 
with the Board, and had attempted to appeal to the church- 
es, respecting the wickedness of slaveholding, and against 
the reception of money kept back from the slave by iiraud, 
and that the A. B. of C. for F. M. had suppressed the com- 
munication. Also, that the abolitionists had remonstrated, 
with these servants of the church, and yet they were con- 
niving at the robbing of the poor. The A. Tract Society 
was begging for aid, professing to supply the destitute with 
the gospel, yet amid about 100 volumes of publications^ 
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not a word had been said in behalf of the poor and op- 
pressed bondmen in America. The A. Bible Society was 
and is still, do. do. 

The A. Baptist Board for Foreign Missions had not on- 
ly asked robbery for burnt offering, and through their cor- 
responding Secretary, apologized and defended the Baptist 
slaveholders, but had sent a bold defender of slavery and 
an unrepenting slaveholder in heart, not in practice, to 
preach the gospel to the heathen — had made a notorious 
slaveholder president of the Convention, and still manifest- 
ed no repentance for their evil doings. I heard all this 
and more also, stated in a public meeting of hundreds. 
Are these things so 1 

The Baptists in this region, are awaking to their duty 
concerning the slave. I hope the " watchman" will sound 
the alarm. May wisdom from above guide us all, is the 
desire of your brother in Christ. 

A. BROWN. 



CHAPTER XI. 

His Anti- Slavery Position— The Political Contesfc— Correspondence — 
Leaves Northampton — Subsequent Settlement at Sand Lake, N. Y. — 
Continuation of Letters. 

From the correspondence of Mr. Brown, it is evident 
that he had no sympathy, neither could he have had partici- 
pation, in the origin of the secession movement in 1840, 
in opposition to the original Anti-Slavery organization. 
He, however, firmly believed and sustained a system of 
political action, which formed the second issue of the neto 
organization ; but not alone the ground of their separa- 
tion. In the right, dnty and privilege of waman to act, 
speak and vote in the cause of the slave, he ever believed 
and maintained. 



MEMOIR OF ABEL BROWN. 



99 



In a letter addressed to the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Society, January 27, 1841, he writes — that " the Hamp- 
shire Oounty Society became auxiliary to the Alassachu- 
setts Abolition Society the winter previous, in order that 
it might get rid of that " pestilent fellow. Garrison," and 
his (or rather Christ's) more humble doctrines of " Peace 
on earth and good will to men." A few of the more in- 
fluential Abolitionists, were very anxious to be where their 
influence at the polls, and at the church, might not be re- 
tarded, by Garrison and his true-isms." This ground as- 
sumed, seemed le&s objectionable, and justifiable at 
first, in the mind of Mr, Brown, who entertained a high 
respect for ihQ piety of the churches, and especially of his 
ancestral town. In reference to which, he says of North- 
amption : It seemed that *• the place where I stood was 
holy ground." But alas, my confidence for once was mis- 
placed The time came for the exercise of 

that mighty instrument, political action. The Committee 
of this same County, aot only did not sustain their pro- 
fessed principles, but used every effort to defeat those who 
were desirous to remember, (even at the polls), crushed 
and bleeding humanity ; many of them previously gave 
their names to secure the election of pro-slavery candi- 
dates." 

" With one or two exceptions, the com- 
mittee sustain ministers, who do not open their mouths for 
the dumb, and who are among the neglectors of Anti-Sla- 
very efforts. Some members of the Committee, receive 
their spiritual food from, belong to, and sustain a minister, 
who is an open reviler of the Anti-Slavery cause at large, 
and a slanderer of the friends here, in particular. The 
church where they worship, -is forbidden to those who 
plead for the slave." , , . . " Yet there are a tew, 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal," 

In the political contest of 1840, Mr. Brown found oc- 
casion for open and decided reprehension ; and to the peo- 
ple of his charge, in the ministry, he did not fail, espec- 
ially, to warn and dissuade from attendance on those con- 
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ventional exercises, \n which log cabins, hard cider, and 
loud sormding hosannas in favor of " Tippecanoe and Ty- 
ler too," were the prominent features, and the only visible 
arguments of partizans of that period. He also engaged, 
in endeavoring to correct the false impressions of the pub- 
lic mind, with reference to the artifice employed to insure 
the votes of abolitionists. Such a course, in opp.osition to 
the popular current of the times, called forth the most 
. severe opprobrium ; not only from private foes, but from 
the public prints — ^Professors of Theology and Politics, 
among whom were Prof. Stowe,^ and J. C. Calhoun — no- 
ticing a speech delivered by him in Boston, bearing oa 
some points, relative to this eminent statesman. 

The following letters from a correspondent, contains an 
exposition of Mr. Brown's course at this crisis of political 
excitement : , 

JFredericksiurgh, Va., Aug. Vtih, 1840. 
Rev. and Dear Sir : — I have seen in the newpapers, a 
letter addressed by you to " Mr. B. F. Hallett," upon the 
subject of a letter, which had been circulated privately at 
the North, written by a member or members of Congress, 
**by authority from Gen. Harrison," &c. And I have also 
noticed since, in some of the papers, accounts that a wan- 
ton outrage had been committed upon your person — that 
you had been insulted and abused, &c.,. in conseq^uence of 
some statements, which you made in the correspondence 
above referred to ; which correspondence, it seems, grew 
out of some remarks which you made in a public meeting, 
in relation to the letter, which was written and circulated 
by authority from Gen. Harrison, to aid in his election. 
Being myself a minister of the Baptist denomination, and 
an ardent friend of human rights and liberty, I have taken 
the liberty to address you this letter, and to ask you to 
give me a full account of the whole matter. I am prompt- 
ed to this by no one, but for ray own satisfaction. I wish 
to know, if we as a people and nation have come to this, 
that ministers of the gospel, in their persons and effects, 
are not safe from the brulal assaults of the sons of Belial, 
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upon publishing without reserve their own views, ct in 
giving a plain statement of facts, in relation to any mat- 
ter, which may have transpired within their knowledge. 

I have for some time, been thinking of taking a preach- 
ing tour through soi le of the northern States, and ev6a on 
this account, I should be glad to know, to what extent the 
freedom of speech and the press is abridged; or to wliat 
extent, an abridgement has been attempted. 

I know that the system of Lynch Law has been prac- 
ticed in our country for several years back, to an alarming 
extent ; and which, together with other scenes, which fre- 
quently occur under both religious and political excite- 
ment, makes me sometimes tremble for the Republic. 

In addition to the facts, in relation to the assault, which 
is said to have been made on you, I should also be glad 
that you would give me the particulars of the " secret let- 
ter," if there is any thing of note, besides what you wrote 
to Mr. Hallett. 

I am Yours, &.c. 
Rev. Abel Brown. JOHN CLARK. 

From the Saaie. 

Sept. 8th, 1840. 

My Dear Brother : — Your interesting letter of the 
21st ult., was received, and as it had been intimated in 
some of our papers, that you had been abused, and also 
reports circulated, prejudicial to your character and stand- 
ing, as a minister of the gospel, I have made your expose 
of the wickedness of the ciderites public^ in which, the 
intelligent will clearly see the true cause of all tbe abuse 
and persecution which you have received. 

The party now, will no doubt, devise some new mode of 
attack, as I understand, they have already declared here 
that you are an impostor, politically so at least, and that 
|ou only publish those thirigs, to injure the whig cause. 
I trust, however, my brother that you wUl fee! a consqlor. 
Hon, in tbe midst of these afflictions^ from the considera-' 
tion, that " the master of the house," was treated in like 
manner, and for a similar cause; that of pi-eaching against 
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wickedness. He hesitated not to testify of the world, that 
their deeds were evil. 

My principal object in writing to you at this time is, to 
guard you agaiAst any letter or letters, which you may re- 
ceive from here or hereabouts, unless subscribed to by me ; 
tor you have not many friends here, and they would not 
write to you without my knowledge, and your enemies 
may, with a view to entangle you, and expose you in the 
papers. Should you, therefore, receive any letter from 
this quarter, in which I am not recognized, you had better 
write to me upon the subject j that is, if you shall feel dis- 
posed to answer it at all. 

This same cider party have been guilty, both in Ohio 
9nd Indiana, of the sacrilegious blasphemy of administer- 
ing the supper, to their deluded followers and converts to 
Harrison, parched corn and hard cider, saying, " take 
this in remembrance of Old Tip ! P* 

I will, if I can, put my hand upon it, and send you the 
paper containing the full account of these proceedings. I 
have thought, that certainly, the monstrous wickedness 
of the time, was without a parallel in the history of the 
world 

I remain yours, in the Kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ. JOHN CLARK. 

u 

The foolish excess to which the people had been trans- 
ported, at this period of political excitement, must, in the 
cool reflection of " after days," appear like anything, rath- 
er than a rational procedure, to secure the highest gift 
of the people in the election of its chief ruler, however 
worthy the candidate of their suffrages might be. 

In the midst of the most virulent opposition, Mr. Brown 
succeeded in accomplishing much good for the prosperity 
of the church over which he was placed ; yet declined an 
invitation to remain longer as Pastor of the same. 

In the spring of 1841, on his removal to New York, he 
accepted of a call to the Pastoral charge of the Baptist 
church in Sand Lake. He there pursued the same course 
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of faithful teaching, exhortation and rebuke, as occasion 
required. 

A few letters indicative of his views and continued 
course of action, are herein inserted ; together with an 
account of the progress of Temperance, in which Mr. 
Brown might well congratulate himself in having helped 
to achieve ; written by that warm and distinguished friend 
of every good and noble enterpise, (E, W. Goodwin), ad- 
dressed to the Editor of the Tocsin of Liberty. 

Great Mass Temperance Meeting. 

Auburn, Feb. 1st, 1841. 
This is the day advertised for a great mass Temperance 
meeting in this place. Well, it is now, while I write, 
about 12 o'clock M., and it really seems as if the great 
fountains of the deep are broken up among the people. 
The principal street is one moving mass of men, women 
and children. In the mean time the great Auborn House, 
(now kept by J. M. Brown, on Temperance principles) is 
overflowing. Gen. Riley is here, and a host of reformers, 
ready to take the platform as orators in the different 
churches, which will be filled to overflowing at 2 o'clock. 
Then there are bauds of music, and choirs of singers, 
heading the masses as they march in, from the' different 
towns, with banners and appropriate devices and mottos. 
Altogether it is grand beyond expression. I can hardly 
realize that I am not dreaming. How strange ! A few 
short years ago, temperance was very small here. Now 
men are complete enthusiasts for it. Once the grocery 
interest held the dominion, and swayed an influence over 
the entire village. Now it is weak and powerless. In- 
deed al' along my journey to this place east of Utica, men 
can scarcely think of anything else, talk of anything else 
or hear of anything else but temperance. They seem al- 
most to have forgotten the ordinary avocations of business 
and gone to work en masse as moral reformers. Tell Abel 
Brown, that the man Clute — formerly the great embody 
ment of intemperance and rum selling, who whipped him 
while collecting facts and laboring as temperance agent, 
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has turned his liquor into the streets and signed the Re- 
former's pledge^ and has become a good citizen. And that 
the same mob that howled and dogged him from the place, 
before whose ferocity he was compelled to flee for his lifif , 
are now, many of them as energetically engaged as re^ 
formers. Ah, what an encouragement this for his reflec- 
tion. What an encouragement for all who may suffer 
reproach and shame and poverty in the holy cause of mor- 
al reform, to endure patiently, with strong hope. The 
da^ of rejoicing will come. * * » « 

Albany, Aug. 23<f, 1841. 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison : Very Dear Brother- — I am al- 
ways happy when writing to you, because I feel assured 
that you will publish the truth, though it should render you 
odious. Go on, my brother. Toil here, and rest not, un- 
til Christ shall call you to himself. My spirit cannot rest, 
so long as my brethren are crushed by the iron hoof of op- 
pression. 

What follows may strike you with terror, but it is nev- 
ertheless true. Mr. Jones affirmed it to be so in the pres- 
ence of Mrs. Stewart and Miss Briggs of Troy. 

Slaveholders are received into the Mission chtirches ; 
and.the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Congrega- 
tional Missionaries among those tribes, are unanimous, so 
^ar as he is acquainted, in sustaining slaveholdiers, as Chris- 
tian brethren in the churches! That they (the Missio'-a- 
ries) neither preach against this practice, nor use n»' o 
put it out of the church. That almost all the ¥• 
ries, either own or hire slaves of their masters t*. ^ 
and pay the master for their services I That he ht . .en 
obliged in cases of sickness, to do it himself. That the 
Rev. Mr, Mason, a Baptist missionary, was obliged to 
leave the country, because he would oppose slavery ! Rev. 
Mr, Kellam left, I suppose, on the same account. That 
the Rev. Mr. Hatch and wife. Baptist missionaries among 
the Ciioctaws, left, because they could not conscientiously 
sustain slavery. That Rev, Mr. Flemming and Rev, Mr. 
Dodge, M. D., missionaries of th 2 American Board,, lefit 
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on the same account. That the Rev. Mr. Potts, Baptist 
missionary among the Choctaws, either owns or hires 
slaves of their masters, that he is open and public in this, 
and all understand that he sustains slavery, and receives 
slaveholders into the church, as good, pious Christians ! 
That Rev. Mr. P., a Methodist missionary among the 
Choctaws, owns a number of slaves, and treats them as 
such ; and that he shot and killed a white man, whom he 
supposed was stealing one of his slaves, and that Rev. Mr. 
P. is in full fellowship with the other missionaries ! That 
he (Mr. Jones) has received the communion services from 
his hands &<c. 

It would need a man or woman of considerable faith, as 
they would perhaps mistrust that " a negro stealer," had 
come among them, and the Rev. Mr. Perry might be ap- 
pointed to shoot the fanatics ; especially, i.f he should be 
found among his negroes ! 

ABEL BROWN. 

Elder John Peek of Cazenovia, in this State, who is 
(or was) travelling at the South, as an agent of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Home Missionary Society, writing from Ala- 
bama to the N Y. Baptist Register, says : 

" I saw in this place a colored ministering brother, be- 
longing to Montgomery church, named Caesar Blackmoor, 
who is owned by the Alabama Association, and is appoint- 
ed a missionary to the colored people, under the direction 
of three trustees, and preaches in the bounds of the As- 
sociation and elsewhere, at their direction. Brother C. 
informed me that he has been very successful in his la- . 
bors, and preaches to great acceptance to both white and 
colored brethren. He baptized last year on his mission 
one hundred and ten persons of his own color. A&a man, 
a christian, and a minister of the gospel, his charaother is 
irreproachable. He preached'on Lord's day in the after-, 
noon in the same pulpit that I bad occupied in the moru^ 
\ng, bqt my health wou,ld not permit of my going to hear 
him.'' 

Shan\eful } Au Ambassador of C^irii^t maoe a Chat* 
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TEL ! The Minister of the Gospel of ONE color is plac- 
ed on a perfect level with the Horse of his Brother Min- 
ister ! ! One ambassador the property, chattel, of another 
ambassadoi:. The Represzntative of Christ, for such min- 
isters claim to be, is made the persona! property of Christ's 
church, and sent out as a Missionary to preach the glad 
news of salvation, "peace on earth and good will toman," 
loith a chain on his neck ! The Bible in one hand, and * 
the other chained to his hack, to keep him from running 
away ! The proceeds of preaching used to send the gos- 
pel of peace to the Isles of the sea ! 

A Baptist Minister gave $100 to a Missionary Society, 
and asserted as a reason why he was able, that he had 
made a good sale of slaves ! 

The Board of the American and Foreign Missionary 
. Society refuse to testify/ against slavery, because they 
could not obtain the support of the south if they should. 

• • • •'• • • 

We view the church as being in a very wicked position, 
and as deserving the frowns of offended mercy. We be- 
lieve the frown of God rests upon American churches, and 
our alarm cry to them is and shall be, in earnest voice : 

"Oh, rouse ye — ere the storm comes forth — 

The guthured wrath of God and man — 

Like that which wasted Egypt's earth, 

When hail and fire above it ran." 
« » « » « * « * * 

8and Lake, June 13<A, 1842. 
Dear Brother Brown : — 1 feel as if I could weep 
tears of blood over the apparent desolating prospects -of 
Zion. Whether God is about to give up his people, and • 
let them have the desire of their own hearts, or whether 
his judgments are fast ripening, that will be sent to bring 
them back to Him, that they may delight to do His will, 
requires the scrutinizing eye of that God, who alone is 
able to scan the motives, and trace the windings of the 
human soul. I feel as though we were called upon to con- 
tend inch by inch with the adversary of all good, for the 
yight to our master's territory. 
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The cloven foot never appeared to me more apparent, 
and more deformed, than it did yesterday in our church, in 
the determination of our Deacons, that they would do 
what they could to prevent your going as a delegate from 
this church, to the Association at Poughkeepsie. The 
main objection of Dea. Fox was, that you would agitate 
the subject of slavery, and it struck him very forcibly, 
that you had neglected to take a letter of dismission from 
this chnrch, purposely that you might get the delegation ; 
and this he thought very mysterious. Dea. Gregory had 
objections, but he did not make them known, and although 
it was voted that you should go as a delegate, yet the vote 
was afterwards rescinded. 

I hope the Lord will direct you in the way he would 
have you go, and if it is his will that you should, that all 
the causes of discouragement will not prevent your be- 
ing present at the Association. Trust in God — he will 
sustain you. If means are wanting, I will bear a part of 
the expense. Yours as ever, 

C. H. GREGORY. 

Sand Lake, Rensselaer Co., 
N. F., June 28tk, 1841. 
J. H. Vinton, Missionary at MauLmain, Asia : 

Very Dear Brother — ^You will, 
doubtless, recognize my name, as that of a brother of 
your acquaintance, in the Hamilton Institution. I trouble 
you only to make a few inquiries, as we are in perils 
among brethren. Whether they are false or not, " God 
knoweth." You know that American Slavery is upheld 
and supported by the Baptist churches, I suppose. I will, 
however, make a few statements in order that I may be 
fully understood. 

There are about 125,000, or one sixth part of all the 
Baptist church members of the U.. S., slaves. 

Almost all the influential Baptists of the Southern 
States, both ministcs and laymen, are slaveholders, and 
within two or more years past have come out boldly and 
published sermons, letters and pamphlets, making God, 
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the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, the author and sustain- 
ers of slavery. Eld, Fuller, late preacher for the U. S, 
Baptist Tri. Convention, has just published a document, 
boldly advocating these doctrihes. Dr. Wm. B. Johnson, 
the President of the Convention, is another. It is known 
that many of the southern Baptists raise negroes and sell, 
and almost every southern churcU upholds this traffic. 

One year ago last April, a convention of Baptists was 
held in the city of New York to concoct, and carry out 
rae<isures, for the overthrow of slavery in the Baptist 
church. The most we did, was to prepare an address to 
the southern Brethren, telling them our grief, and exhort- 
ing them aifectionately to cease to buy, sell and hold men 
as slaves. Eld. Galusha was Chairman of the Convention, 
and signed the address. We sent them to evei-y church 
and minister in the Southern States. 

The result has been, that the southern churches came 
put plainly, and justified themselves ; said that it was right 
in the sight of God, to hold property in man ; and demand- 
ed that the northern churches, should either turn out the 
brethren who published the address from all and every 
office in the Baptist Benevolent Societies, and receive and 
fellowship the southern churches in buying and selling 
and holding slaves, or they, the southern Baptists, will with- 
hold all money from the Treasuries of the Home and For- 
eign Mission and Bible Societies. The Boards of these 
Societies have written letters, and sent their agents to the 
South, assuring them that they utterly disapprove of the 
efforts of the Anti-Slavery brethren. The Home and For- 
eign Mission and Bible Societies have, at their annual 
meetings, rejected the Anti-Slavery brethren, even put out 
Eld. Galusha from an office in the F. M. Society, only be- 
cause he was one of the brethren, who could., not consci- 
entiously receive slaveholders into communion and fellow- 
ship, in a Christian church. A number of the most stren- 
uous slaveholders (Baptist ministers) have been in Boston, 
New York, Albany, and have been invited to preach, and 
received as Baptist Christians in good standing. This has 
been done by the South, 1 suppose, to see whether there 
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was any disposition on the part of northern Baptists, to 
put away slaveryo 

Again, we are exceedingly grieved, that these Societies 
should suffer their Boards to send agents to the southern 
Baptist churches, to collect apart of the money, which is 
robbed from the blacks, to send the gospel to heathen in 
other countries. Those agents which are sent South, are 
particularly understood as being such as will not reprove 
slaveholders, and indeed they all, I believe, are every month 
writing letters home to be published, telling what excel- 
lent Christians our dear southern Baptists are. They all 
oppose, and many publicly condemn those of us who are 
laboring to uproot slavery. 

Again, I am exceedingly grieved, that yourself and oth- 
er missionaries, should suffer yourselves to be supported by 
money collected from men who rob the poor, and some of 
the money is actually received from those who sell men, 
and is a part of the profits, and that too, without offering 
a single reproof, through the Board, for such robbery. The 
slaveholders make their boasts, that they are sustained by 
the missionaries in this way, and that the Board and agents 
sustain them, and condemn the Anti-Slavery Baptists. 

Now, my dear brother, I have to ask you if you will npt 
come out, and write letters to the Board, remonstrating 
against their sending agents South to collect mofliey, rpb- 
bed from the bleeding slaves, and also refuse to accept 
support from those who rob the poor. Rest assured, ope 
such letter sent home, asking to be supported by. money 
which is nol the price of blood, will do' much toward .fir- 
resting the pro-slavery spirit, which is rife among us. A;nd 
it will secure you and all who take a similar course, an 
abundant support. I have done paying money to a Bojard, 
that helps rob the poor, I c^not send money to thoge, 
who, at the same time, ask the price of blood, and sanc- 
tion the crime of extorting it from my colored bret]ir?|i 
under the lash. We sent the last $25,00 last vr^ek. iSjit 
if the missionaries will come out and condemij this (wime^ 
and ask to be supported by the earnings of honfiaty, t^te 
are many brethren" who would go from house to iiousemd 
10 
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from town to town, and collect money for their support. 
If you write letters to the Board, please send a copy to 
me, for the Board, I fear, will suppress them. 

I am having no quarrel with any of these men — have as 
high a place among my brethren as I deserve. All I wish 
is, that God may be honored in setting the oppressed free. - 
Since 1836, I have been travelling much — about two 
years on the Ohio river and vicinity — for the past three 
years in Massachusetts, Connecticut and New York. I 
have been laboring in behalf of the oppressed. God is 
fast breaking the yoke, and soon, I trust, I shall have the 
privilege of preaching Christ to the dying blacks of the 
South. I have been there and seen their abject heathen- 
iem. About two millions of them are as really heathen 
iia those in Asia. 

I have often desired to be with you in Asia, but could 
not, without being sent by a board, that takes the robbery 
of the poor for burnt offering. I have lived in constant 
persecution, until within a ysar past. Three times I have 
been publicly whipped, once, more than fifty lashes. I 
have been stoned and mobbed veri/, very many times, but 
always in the free States. Very many times have I been 
stopped by the leading ministers, when I was referring to 
the heathen at home, as we all do to the heathen abroad. 
Never, until this year, would Hudson River Association 
let a word be said in behalf of the slaves; but this year 
we discussed a resolution about two hours. I was called 
to order again and again, but the Moderator knowing that 
I was in order, did not stop me, yet they would not pass a 
resolution, saying that slavery was a moral evil. Howev- 
er, I think that good was done, and hoping in God, I trust, 
with his assistance, I shall persevere. The Association 
appointed me one of their delegates, to attend the annual 
meeting of the N. Y. State Conventioii, and the A. B. 
Home Mission Society, where they must know, I will 
bring up the case of the slave. The best of all is, God 
is with U9. 

My kind regards to your wife, Brother and Sister How- 
ard. And now, may the blessed God help you to do just 
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what will meet his approbation, in consideration of two mill- 
ions of heathen in this land, and another millicn that can- 
not read the Bible. 

I shall probably make this my earthly home,- for two 
years or more. The fatigues of myself and family for four 
or five years past, render it necessary. 

When we meet where Jesus is, then we will talk over 
our trials and troubles, and blessings. I have had the hap- 
piness of baptizing about seventy, within the past year. 

From your sinful brother, yet hoping in Christ, 

ABEL BROWN. 

To N. P. Rogers, Editor of the Herald op Freedom. 

SandLake,N.Y., Aug. , 17th, I84h 
Dear Brother : — In the last number of the Liberator, 
I find an article copied from the Herald, headed " Rev. 
Jonathan Davis." In that article you call upon Bro. 
Murray, and consequently upon all Baptist abolitionists, to 
renounce the denomination. And you speak of him as 
having fellowship with the denomination, and as being one 
of the most worthy among the abolition host, among the 
Baptists. Bro. Murray is able to answer for himself. As 
you have cut loose from all denominations, I should be 
happy to have you'point out to me ray duty to the Baptist 
connection, if I am not already doing it. 

1st, I am a regular ordained Baptist Minister, and a mem- 
ber of a Baptist church. 

2d. I firmly believe that it is my duty to preach that 
men should repent, believe in Christ and be baptized ; and 
when men or vi^omen, black or white, do repent and be- 
lieve in Christ, I baptize them if it is their request. I 
then suppose they are membera of Christ's visible church 
?n earth, and are at liberty to associate themselves with a 
body of baptized believers, subject only to the laws and 
ordinances of Christ hinjself. They are subject to the 
laws or authority of no council, association, society, or 
convention, but elect whom they will, to teach and instruct 
them in the way of Christ more perfectly. They have 
power and authority jfrom Christ himself, to ordain or set 
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lipAxt ministers, deacons, or any other oiBcers which Christ 
aj^poihts; and such officers, when iset apart, have no more 
authority, than any man or woman in the ehurchi Each 
tind every member has one vote, and only one, in deciding 
&tiy matter whatever, which conc^erns the church. No 
sin whatever, is to he practised hu them, either in an indi" 
isidUat or collective eapacity. If a brother or sister fall 
itt i^iu, and cannot be restored in the spirit of meekness, 
felidv^ship is to be withdrawn from them, and the of- 
fender counted not as an enemy, but admonished as a 
brother. Of such a church, am I a member. As their 
minister^ when permitted by Providence to be with them^ 
I do not fail to rebuke and reprove sin, and when abroad 
I do th* Same. We would no sooner receive a slavehold- 
er ilitd the church, than we would any other thief; and I 
would as soon baptize old Satan himself, as a believer in, 
tit at practiser 6f slavery. 

' 3d. Whenever I am appointed by the church to attend 
HAy religious meeting, it is taken for granted, that I will 
carry out the principles held and practised by the church ; 
that I will not, even by silence, give my sanction to 
^in in any form. If I am sent to attend an Anti-Slavery, 
or any other convention, and they refuse (like the Nation- 
al Baptist Anti-Slavery Convention) to obey the whole 
truth, I am in duty bound to faithfully rebuke them, and 
use my influence to bring th^; body to embrace the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. If after 
^thiUl trial, the enemies of God prevail, escape from them ; 
iSdways remembering to bear faithful witness against their 
evil deeds. 

4th. So far as the ** National Baptist Triennial Conven- 
tion" is concerned, 1 am free to declare, that its last meet^ 
ing was composed oi' thieves and robbers, and their abettors, 
as much worse than common horse and sheep' thieves, as 
men are better than horses and sheep. I fuUy believe, 
that those who sanctioned their proceedings, by neg- 
lecting to rebuke them, and by giving their votes for 
thieves and robbers, are partakers of their sins. 

5th. These views I endeavor to advocate on all suitable 
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occasions. I have published them to the world. A. Broth- 
er was kind enough to take me aside from the Baptist 
Anti-Slavery Convention in New York city, in April last, 
and advise me to leave the Ck)nventi<Hi, and go oST along 
with Garrison & Co., but I expect it will be duty to go 
back next spring, and rebuke your Bro. Worth, Colver 4* 
Co. There is yet some hope that they will come to re- 
pentance. 

6th. I am not particularly anxious to be called a Bap" 
tist, but as I understand the term Baptist to mean oppo' 
siiion to all nn," and as those who do not practically and 
really oppose all sin, ar^ only Baptist hypocrites, I think 
it duty to still belong to a Baptist church. During the 
past year, amid all the opposition which Baptist hypocrites 
and their abettors could bring against me, it has been my 
happy privilege to baptize more persons, than any other 
Baptist minister in the western half of Massachusetts. 

In conclusion, my brother, let me ask you faithfully to 
rebuke me, if I have not renounced the present Baptist 
denomination in the U. S., as far as duty . requires. As 
you stand aloof from all church organization, you may be 
better prepar->d to judge than myself. 

I do not patronize any of the hypocritical Baptist peri- 
odicals. I pay nothing to their societies, and receive noth- 
ing from them. I do endeavor to rebuke their sins, when- 
ever an opportunity presents. In addition to these labors 
in behalf of common humanity, I still feel it a duty to 
preach, and baptize in the name of Jesus Christ, all who 
give evidence of repentance towards God and faith in the 
Redeemer. 

Your brother in Christ, 

ABEL BROWN. 
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. CHAPTER XII. 

Bmoval to Albany--Labor8 in behalf of Befugeesr-Engagea as Publishe* 
of the Tocsin of Liberty~Formation of the Eastern A. Y. Antislavery 
Socieity — FugitiTO Slave cases. 

Early in the year '43, Mr. Brow» engaged in labors for 
the slave in Albany; a city, which from its .location on 
the banks of the Hudson, was the constant resort of fugi- 
tive slaves, when travelling in the direction of the North 
§tai , toseek shelter under .the wing of Queen Victoria's 
dominion, or happily,; perchance, to find an Asylum in the 
nominally free States. To elTect this, and also to render 
their flight effectual, and speed them on their course to 
the goal of freedom, it was found necessary that a syste- 
matic train of operations be devised, by Committees formed 
for the specific purpose of aiding those who thus sought 
the protection of friends in a strange land. Mr. Brown 
entered anew, into this department of labor, with all the 
zeal and benevolent enthusiasm which had heretofore 
prompted him, Vi-hen alone on the borders of slave States, 
to pursue, in rescuing from slavery the helpless victims of 
American oppression. 

He also engaged as Publisher of the Tocsin of Litjerty, 
a paper conducted by E, W. Goodwin, whose ability as 
an Editor, was equalled only by his philanthropic zeal, 
and devotion to the interests of the slave. 

It was then the Tocsin rung with the joyful intelligence 
of the arrival of fugitive slaves from the land of chains — 
and often too, sounded the note of alarm, to the watch- 
men on freedom's walls, who neither slumbered nor slept 
in their untiring vigilance, to protect these " outcasts " of 
humanity from farther invasion of southern man-hunters, 
and legalized robbers. 

Formation op the Eastern N. Y. A. S. Society. 

Mr. Brown was one of the prominent movers in the 
organization of this Society. 
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The following is an aceount of the proceedings of the 
ConventioM, gathered from the Secretary's reports. 

"In accordance with a call, previously published; thie 
Convention met ioi Albany on the SOth day of April, 1842^ 
for the purpose of considering the propriety of forming aii 
Eastern N. Y. Antislavery Society, and for doing such 
other business as might legitimately come before them. 
■ The meeting was called to order by Elder Abel Brown, 
prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Shipherd of Troy. 

The meeting was held at the City Hail and continued 
in session two days. 

There were about one hundred names reported as dele- 
gates, representing twelve Counties, viz : — New York, 
Columbia, Albany, Schenectady; Washington, Saratoga, 
Schoharie, Montgomery, Fulton, Oneida and Madison. 
There were also several anti>slavery friends present from 
three other states, viz : Vermont, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, who by request took seats in the Conven- 
tion and participated in its deliberations. With the ex- 
ception of one or two occasions of differences of opinion, 
wherein some feeling was manifested on both sides, the 
Convention was characterized with unusual harmony, and 
a firmness of purpose to go steadily forward, towards the 
goal for which abolitionists started." 

Among the speakers, during the series of meetings, 
were Gerrit Smith, Henry B. Stanton, and others v/hose 
powers of eloquence and effective address contributed 
much to the interest of the occasion. John A. Collins 
and Charles Lenox Remond, were also pi».b3nt at the 
solicitation of Mr. Brown, bearing with them the great 
Irish Antislavery Address, with its sixty thousand signa- 
tures, headed by Daniel O'Conneli and Theobald Mat- 
thew. 

Among the resolutions, the following is found in refer- 
ence to political action. 

We pledge ourselves in the words of Gen. Washington, 
who said, " Slavery can and ought to be abolished by law, 
and so far as my suffrage will go, it shall never be want- 
mg." 
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In th'i eJ&ction of officers, Mr. Brown was chosen Cor- 
responc'fing Secretary and General Agent of the Society. 
The counties embraced in this division, including ail 
those bordering the Hudson, those on Long and Staten 
Islanc'is, together with Delaware, Schoharie, Montgomery, 
Schenectady, Fulton, Essex, Hamilton, Washington and 
Warren. 

The field <t>f operations (thus defined) being compara- 
tively new, even at this period of the Antislavery Enter* 
prise, will account for the apathy and want of interest in 
some, and opposition in other places to the movement. 
However, there were a few *' true and tried friends^ of the 
rfave," who were neither slow nor weary in well doing in 
their efforts to upbuild this great and mighty cause, while 
traversing the vallies and hills of the noble Hudson. 
Although pledged in the various offices assigned him, to 
sustain the work in this department, (involving both his 
time and powers in no small degree,) yet Mr. Brown found 
occasion, still to labor for other objects, alike important 
to the public weal and to the welfare of individuals. 

A few instances on record, designate his labors at this 
period; as also some articles published by him in the Toc- 
sin of Liberty,, concerning his agency for the Vigilance 
Committee and fugitive slaves. 

1843, April 23d. Notified meeting (by vnriting to all 
members of Ex. Committee.) 

28, 29. Spent most of the time preparing for, and 
getting up a meeting to oppc e licensing the sale of spirit- 
ous liquors in Albany. 

31. Sabbath — spent in preaching on dock, and resting. 

The following advertisement from Mr. Brown, in behalf 
of a poor colored brother, shows, on what conditions, 
many slaveholders are willing to relinquish their slaves, 

$1,800 Wanted to buy a Wife and six Clhildren 

Albany, Mon. Morning, May 1, 1842, 
E. W. Goodwin, Esq. — Dear Sir : — There arrived in 
this city from Washington D. C. during the last week, a 
man by the name of Feeemen, a carpenter by 4rade. He 
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has letters from gentlemen of high stauding and respecta- 
bility, in Washington, and also from geuUeraeK in CharleEK 
lion, S. C. He has formerly been a slave of the Hen, M?, 
B., late Sec'y of the U. S. Navy, from v/hom he purchais- 
ed himself for the sum of $800. The said Sec'y nov/ 
holds in bondage his v/ife and sir. children ; and utterly 
refuses to give them up unless the husband and fathe? will 
pay him the sum of $1,800, and has promised to retain 
them nine months, to give the father an opportunity of 
purchasing them at the expiration of that time : otherwise 
they are to be sold, and perhaps separated, never more to 
ij?eet on earth. Mr. Freemen wishes to obtain in this and 
adjoining places, the sum of $200, v/hich with what he 
has now in his possession, will enable him to obtain from 
that Honored American, Robber, that which now justly 
, belongs to him. He is willing to work for a term of years, 
for any person who will furnish him means to thus bless 
his family. Those who love to aid the perishing, are re- 
spectfully invited to send donations to the subscriber, No. 
8 Souih-Pearl-st. Yours, in haste, 

ABEL BROWN. 

A fine opportunity vras thus, not unfrequently, afforded 
those, who affirm so great a desire, that the slaveholder 
should hbpaid, for his living though actually dead "prop- 
erty" in humar?. beings. This is a reward, however, that 
never should be granted, except, (in the case of no alter- 
' nat've) ?s a ransom in the liberation of a slave. 

" May 2d. Visited Poughkeepsie, and lectured in the 
everting, to a small audience in a corner of the village. 

The Churches were all closed against lectures from 
Antislavery Agents. 

May 4, Visited Peekskill, but could not find even a 
hovel, in which to lecture for the slave. The rummies 
threatened me with a mob, if I dared to lecture, and to pull 
down aay hoiise, that should be opened for the purpose. 
The Washiugtonians, got me up a Temperance meeting, 
and cheered me on, until I was tired. Ascertained that 
my appointment was not out in Sing Sing — Saw one of 
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the Lfcvites, as also a priest, from that place ; but they 
were as far from doing any thing, as the Priests and Le- 
viles of old were, for the man that fell among thieves. 

Mr.y 5th. Took passage for Brooklyn, and after a song 
and painful talk with pro-slavery ministers, arrived in New 
York and from thence to Brooklyn. The dear Christian 
Churches of that City, shut me out doors. Consequently, 
my appointment failed. The day following — Spent in ob« 
taining a meeting hereafter, and in consultation with the 
friends — shall probably obtain a Methodist house soon, and 
have the assuraace of the kind co-operation of the friehds 
of the cause. All appear happy, that the Committee are 
willing tc engage in this good work, and I find a few, to 
sustain us in all places. 

June 3d. Wrote and prepared letters for the Am. &- 
Foreign A. S. Soc'y — aided Fugitives. Watched Kidnap- 
pers &C. 

4. Went to Troy, to watch a constable from Baltimore, 
and aid the friends in Troy, in knowing and watching him. 

5. Sabbath— Preached on the Dock and in the Bethel, 
four times. (This he usually did on the Sabbath.) 

10th. Spent most of the weekjn aiding runaways, 
and in sending off Circulars — Soliciting money and find- 
ing solicitors — Went to Sand Lake, and made arrange- 
ments .to send a certain person there. 

Amidst a variety of efforts to aid fugitives, Mr. Brown 
'writes,— 

"Lectured on the dock, four evenings, respecting Tem- 
perance" 

A few short sketches (given by Mr. Brown) concerning 
fugitive slaves, are designed to show the ridiculous posi- 
tion, and the contemptible meanness of slaveholders, in 
their pretended ownership of the bodies and souls of men ; 
also, the utter futility of their efforts tp regain this species 
of flying property, when once in the hands of a skillful 
Cocamittee. 
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[For the Tocsin of Liberty,] 
Kidnapper f Look Here ! 

Albany, June 20<A, 1842. 

E. W. Goodwin, Esq. Dear Sir : — ^The vigilance com- 
mittee are up to their elbows in work, and are desirous lo 
have you inform a few of those men who have lately lost 
property consisting of articles of merchandize (falsely so 
called) in the shape, and having the minds and sympathies 
of human beings, that we are always on hand, and ready 
to ship cargoes on the shortest notice, and ensure a safe 
passage oyer the "(xreat Ontario." Please inform the fol- 
lowing persons, that their property arrived safe, (though 
some of it was badly worn) and has been forwarded and 
arrived safe in Canada. 

Cheney Ilutton is hereby informed that two very iarge 
men, the one a market man and teamster, the other a first 
rate field hand, came up on the "Peoples Line" of steam- 
boats, and marched right up to the office and handed out 
the following "Bill of Lading/' 

New Yorlc, June Qth, 1842. 

"Shipped on board the steamboat R , Peoples Line, 

the benrers, who are kindly commended to your care," &c, 

W -. 

Agent. 

They confessed that they were runaways and their coun- 
tenances proved that they were guilty of being as black 
as a slaveholders heart. They did not appear to be 
ashamed of what they had done, but a gentleman present 
caid, he was ashamed for them that they had not done one 
thing more, and that was, to have driven along the market 
wagon well loaded, as part payment for the robbery of 
about 30 years service. Friend Hutton may as well give 
up the chase, — for Benjamin and Phillip, will hereafter 
sell their own poultry, raise their own corn and own their 
bodies, and let Cheney Hutton do his own marketing or 
pay for doing it, as honest men do. 

ABEL BROWN, 

Forwarding Merchant, Albany. 
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Albany Kidnappers* 

Mr Editor : Certain gentlemen, who take such a deep 
interest in the welfajre of Miss Leah Brown, lately held 
in servile bondage by Mrs. McDonald, are hereby informed 
that Leah has no wish to return to the embrace of the family 
who have robbed herself and mother, and her brothers and 
sisters, of their inalienable rights, from their earliest infancy. 
Also, that she is beyond the reach of those men wlio have 
lately offered one hundred dollars for her delivery, to the 
woman who formerly held her as a slave. She earnestly 
hopes, that Mrs. McD. will treat her mother and sisters 
kindly, and not sell thenx to Georgia. 

"Will you please also, to inform the lovers of liberty, 
that the Vigilance Committee are in great want of funds 
to aid in sending emigrants to Canada. They have just 
received a lot fresh from the Southern District. 

Please also inform Robert Gilmore of Baltimore, that 
he need not give himself further trouble about his very 
intelligent and noble slaves, Marianna, Polly, Elisabeth 
Castle, and her fine.little girl, for they have got safe over 
the great Ontario, where such men as his honor, would 
not look very well placing their feet for the purpose of 
kidnapping. 

Tell him also, that his slave John Weston left here 
more than a week since, at full speed, in a fine carriage 
drawn by fleet horsesj and report says, there were not less 
than six well loaded pistols in the hands of John and his 
associates. The carriage was driven by as fine looking 
and noble hearted a son of the South, as I ever saw. The 
kidnappers who came on from Baltimore after John, have 
great reason to be thankful that they were outwitted and 
did not overtake the carriage, for most surely they would 
have met a hard reception. John said he would die 
sooner than go back. I am quite sure that Marianna, 
Elisabeth, John, and the little girl, have had a joyful 
thanksgiving in the other land. (I hope Robert will Hot 
envy them their happiness.) 

Tell the British Consul, that I sympathize with his 
afflicted wife, in the loss of Elisabeth, and if she will send 
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me her free papers, and give me the liberty of so doing, I 
will invite her to return from Canada, and make her an 
inmate of my own family. I will not however, pay the 
$50 reward which her agent offered for Elisabeth. 

Inform Dr. Stewart, that Mary Ann had some fears 
when here, that he would catch her, but that the kindness 
of friends dried up her tears, and she too went over that 
awful lake, that smiles on slaves, and frowns on slavehcl- 
•ders. 

I have a charge against Robert Gilmore of $15 for 
money paid to the order of John, and $10 for money paid 
to the order of Elisabeth Castle, and her mother and 
daughter. I shall charge the British Consul $30 for 
money and service rendered Elisabeth. I charge the Con- 
sul somewhat extra, because he is disgracing the country 
of his birth, by his American practices. 

The kidnappers made it expensive transporting John, 
and Robert certainly ought to pay the $15 without cere- 
mony. I told him he might go back free of charge, or he 
might stay in Albany if he chose, but he would listen to 
no other proposals than such as secured him a passage to 
Canada; there appeared to be a charm in that name. He 
started on foot, and walked until his feet were perfectly 
blistered, when a fiie^id brought him back to take a new 

start. Ilere he found that wretched constable of 

Baltimore, watching for him, but there were more watchirig 
the kidnapper than he could find to watch John, and even 
the aid of the entire kidnapping gang that hang around a 
mock Justice in this city, could avail nothing after the 
' Vigilance Committee' had once taken him under their care. 

Kidnappers, look h^dre t 

E. W. Goodwin, Esa : — The forwarding business is 
still good, and a Iktle more ready casli would place us 
upon a sure footing. We have been m'tking as permanent 
arrangements as possible, and considering the " hard 
times," and hard heartsj, with v/hich we have to do, havd 
succeeded as well as could be anticipcted. 

Not many weeks since, a licensed exhorler of the Meth- 
11 
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odist Episcopal Churoh arrived in this city, and came so 
well recommended that there could hardly be a doubt but 
that he was just what he professed to be, a pious christian 
man, who had been a slave more than thirty years, ile 
had taken his wijfe and children, and in the night fled from 
the land of robbers. The woods and swamps, were the 
abodes of himself and family for weeks. He found at last 
a friend, who kindly offered to protect his wife and little 
ones, until he should flee to Canada, and earn sufficient to 
defray the expense of moving his family to that land of 
freedom. He came to this city, and had it not been for a 
despised abolitionist, he would have come in vain. We 
will not now, expose the contempt with which he was 
treated by many of his own brethren in the church. God 
says, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay saith the Lord." 
Their wickedness will one day he exposed. Then, those 
who condemned him as a thief, for taking possession of 
his own body, and of his own wife, and own children, and 
who turned from him with neglect, will know, that Jesus 
Ghrist was treated with neglect, in the person of that dear 
colored child of his. We helped the man all we could ; 
so did some of the old fashioned Methodists. 

There is one Mr. Woodford, living far below Baltimore, 
whom we v/ish you ttrtnform at as early a day as possible, 
riespecting that woman, Eliza Wilson, whom he pounded 
with sticks of wood, whom he stripped naked again and 
again, aiid whipped with the cat and nine tails, until her 
body was completely lacerated, whom he then washed with 
salt brine, to make the smart worse, whose eyes he also 
filled with salt and water, whose neck and head my own 
eyes saw covered with scars, caused by blows from him 
and his agents, whose back the women say is one complete 
scar, having been whipped several different times, until 
itf was completely cut to pieces ; whose head bears the 
mark of heavy clubs, in different places, whom he ever 
treated as a b«'ute, a beast of burden, and whom he has 
robbed of the Bible and of education, f^om her earliest in- 
fancy ; whom he made work on the field, and submitted 
to be treated like the brutes that perish. 
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Tell him that he had better repent of his awful crinaes, 
for God's vengeance is out against him, and he will cer- 
tainly feel even more than he has poured apon the inno- 
cent headj of perhaps his own daughter^ But she is now 
beyond his reach. We want money to aid in sending 
another on the same voad. 

Tell Mrs. Widow Margaret A. Culver, that the reward 
of $100 which she offered for her slave Levi, put ua on 
the watch, and sure enough, he came pat upon us an4 
handed out his bill of lading. 

We told him that the kidnappers of this city, were look- 
ing out. That man whom God will bless with a high place 
in heaven, gave him a piece of money and some food, and 
he passed on, where Margaret will never go. We refer 
the poor thievish widow to the letter of Sam Weller, found 
in another column, for further information respecting Levi. 

We trust she will send us forthwith, $25,00, as a re- 
ward for telling her where he may be found. We think 
he is now about half way over the Great Ontario, on the 
steamboat Freedom, or at least Levi calls her Freedom, 
and if Margaret thinks her cause a just one, she had bet- 
ter call in her minister and have special prayer offered . to 
the '* Prince and power of the air," that he will drive that 
steamboat back, and suffer her to take care of Levi. 

The forwarding business calls our immediate attention, 
therefore we cannot write more until next week. 
Yours as ever, 

BROWN & Co. 
Forwarding Merchants, Albany, N. 

E. . W, Goodwin, Esq , — Tell kidnappers to take notioe^ 
that we have such an amount of business on hand, that we 
have no time to report progress. 

One day last week eight noble persons arrived, all paut- 
ing for liberty. It only cost about twenty-five dollars to 
colonize them. A certain knave in New-Orleans owned 
two of them, and another who intended to have come with 
them, and who laid the plan for their escape, was whipped 
to death by Joseph Wolcott. That same murderer has 
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sent his sons to a northern college, where they have been 
(educated, and are now following the business of therr un- 
godly father. These sons and their father have been court- 
ed by certain "l>oc/ors of- " who live in the state of 

— ; yes, they have even given such murderers certifi- 
cates vouching for their good moral character. But thank 
indulgent Heaven, Sarah and her little girl of four years 
old are safe, and her U'flborn child will, we trust, never 
feel the curse of sSavery. May God have mercy upon the 
man who killed its father. 

More when the shipping season is over. 
BROWN & CO. 

Forwarding Merchants, Albany. 

The history of the slave woman, concerning whom al- 
lusion is made in the preceding articles is as follows : — 

" Mrs .S. was born in the free State of New York ; and 

-at an early age went to reside with Mr. , New York 

city. At about the age of ten years, Mr. took her to 

New-Orleans as a waiter for his wife. At that place he 
sold her to Mr. Wolcott, who owned a plantation near the 
city. When Mr. left her, he promised to return with- 
in a few months and take her to New York ; but he never 
rettjrned. She bore her toil and oppression with patience, 
away from home and friends. She was kept as a house 
girl to wait upon the family. After six years, Mr. Wol- 
cott brought home a young man by thenameof Smith, and 
gave her to him for a wife. She found him to be a husband, 
indeed : he was a methodist, could read and write, and was 
a praying, Christian man. For six years they lived togeth- 
er, and prayed to be liberated from their cruel bondage. 
And finally, Smith succeeded in making arrangements 
with a gentleman to carry th«n to New York. Previous 
to the day appointed, it became known that there were cer- 
tain sfaves on the plantation designing to run away ; the 
story was traced to Smith, and he was tied to the whipping 
post to make him reveal the secrets of the expedition. 
Th<J iash was applied, but in vain; Smith refused to give 
them any information respecting it, or to reveal tlie namea 
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of the friends who had aided him in his efforts. Thej 
whipped the man until life was almost extinct, and the 
noble man died the day following the laceration. His poor 
wife went to see her dead husband, but her grief was so 
great that the master drove her to the house, with the 
stern command to " shut up," and never speak again of 
her husband. Her grief in secret was indescribable, but 
it only renewed her desire to get away. Her husband had 
revealed to her the plan of escape, and when the night ar- 
rived, she in connection with two other female slaves, and 
her little girl of four years, descended the ladder placed at 
the window by those who aided in her escape, and they, 
amid the darkness of the night, were placed in the hold 
of a vessel that conveyed them she knew not where. She 
was secreted during the day, and in the night was per- 
mitted to come out while the passengers were asleep. 
She did not see the sun from the time she left New Orleans 
until she found herself on shore a few miles from New- 
York city. — They were put to the land in a small boat, 
with a few shillings of money, happy indeed that they 
breathed an air free from slavery. She found friends by 
whose aid she was sent to the committee at Albany, The 
master advertised her, which, in connection with other cir- 
cumstances which she mentioned, found to be correct, was 
proof positive that she was the slave of Mr. Wolcott, and 
those who have been most intimate with her, have found 
her story to be at all times the same. She left N. Orleans 
about the first of May, a few days after her husband's 
dreadful death, and arrived in Albany in July. Her sit- 
uation was suoh, that the committee dared not send her 
on, lest she di^ by the way. A place of rest was therefore 
provided for her, and after two weeks she gave birth 
son Her health is restored ; she has placed her eldest 
child with a family near the city, while she is now at work 
in a, neighboring county, and there paying the board of 
herself and free born child. 

If the donors of the "Vigilance Committee" could 
have been at the office of the agent, when Mrs. Smith came 
and fell down upon her knees, and with tears of gratitude 
11* 
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gave thanks to the" committee, for their kindness in pro^ 
viding for her a place of rest dwring her sicknegM^ey cer- 
tainly would have thanked God that they had ever been 
permitted to give to the objects of a vigilance comnaittee. 

" IjQ another lot of these childrew of sorrow, was ELIZA- 
BETH CASTLK, the-efar&of Robert Gilraore, of Balti- 
more!. By the wish of her muster she took for a husband 
a slave of the s'>.me name. Being a dress-maker, she was 
quite profitable to her owner, and had reason to ejcpect that 
she would be permitted to enjpy the^ society of her family 
ia peace, but it was not so. The birth of her first child 
convinced her, that her master regarded her as of more 
value, as every child she- bore' increased his wealth and 
caused him to watch her closer than ever. She found to 
her sorrow that not only hersdf,.but also her cWldrett were 
eonsidered to be mere articles of merchandijEe, and would^ 
in all probability be sold Trora her as sooo as the market 
would warrant a profitable sale. She- resotved^therefore, 
to flee. Her resolution was strengthened, whew she found 
herself in a situation that would render it less convenient 
to perform a journey of some seven' hundred miles. In 
sonnection with her mother, daughter, and two female 
friends, she started for that snowy paradise a Httle north of 
the mighty Ontario, where a woman with a heart of flesh 
sways the sceptre of freedom,, and permits even^ colofed 
women to " bear chadre% without fearing that their help- 
less bodies will be torn from them by that American eagle 
which is ever watching to devour lawful prey." 

The company came to this city but were soon pursued 
by those hungry bloodhounds who are forever prowling 
about the kennels of slavery, but the noble women were 
safely conveyed by the committee to the happy/ land. A 
few weeks since, they were visited by a member of th& 
committee : all were delighted with their situation. Elizr- 
abeth has opened a shop- on her own hook, and is delighted 
in looking upon her free born infant, safe from the fangs 
of Robert Gilmore, who sent the constable of Baltimore 
to seize it, even before it was born. Elizabeth only asks 
one favor of the ever despicable slaveholder, and that is,. 
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«hat he wili liberate her husband, and suffer him to enjoy 
the society of his wife and children in a knd of freedom." 

Mr. Brown nsmlfy had one or two ftsgitives from the 
land of chain*, accompanying him on his. agency, and the 
Kcensed Methodist Exhorter, by the name of James Bulah,. 
(concerning whom, allusion is made i» a former account 
of refugees), was now his traveifing companion and Exhor- 
ter,. in; behalf of his brethren and sisters in. bondage. 



Some cimbus specimens of introductiion are- focmdi 
among Mr. Brown's papers, commending to*^?*' care and 
that of the Albany Vig. Committee, " certain travellers, 
going North, for their own accommodation." One is 
represented as a friend of the Saviour, gomg to Canada, 
ott an important mission, &c. 

A member of the Vigilance Committee of New York, 
(Mr, Johnson) writing to Rev. Mr. GFarnet, says, — " The 
bearer is travelling northward", in q.uest of his wife (who 
obtained her freedom by operation of natural assumption,), 
and he is also endeavoring to secure to himself, the same 
advantage. I am under the impression, that she did not 
go to Troy, but was directed to Mr. Abel Frown, of 
Albany, to whom I have directed some forti/ or Jt/ti/^ 
within a short time. 
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You will therefore obtain such informatioa from Mr. 
BrowQ, as will enable our friend to find her. If Mr. B. 
keeps accounts, as a forwarding agent should do, he will 
find, she was ^hipped from N. Y. on the 16th or 17th 
inst. 

July 29, 1842. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The Slave Hunter— Scenes of Gntmge— Rights of Colored Citizens In 
yaded— No Legal Redress— Interference of Mr. Brown in behalf of the 
injured — Consequent Indictment— Proposition to Leccure — Mob Ele- 
ine:ats Combined — Mr. Brown is Burned in ElB.s;.v, & j. — Clay Indict- 
ment — Circular— Explanatory Statements — Indeiinite Postponement of 
Trial. 

The Vigilance Committee of Albany, often fonnd them- 
selves in personal contest with sl-.veholders and Jieir abet- 
tors, on account of the infringement on the rights of 
colored citizens of Albany • by the Baboon insolence, 
(I know no* what els? to term it) of those prowling men- 
hur»t ; ' and woman uunters, to recapture *' slaves" under 
any pretenc^ that might best subserve their purposes. 
During the month of May, the following occurrence took 
place. 

" A lady from Baltimore who has relations in Colum- 
bia Co. brought £» slave girl with her to this city. Learn- 
ing that she was free by law, the girl left the woman. 
The woman and her friends attempted to recover her 
under the false pretence that she had stolen something. 
A warrant was obtained for her, and committed to con- 
stable Charles W, Mink, and he, with another tool of 
slavery, undertook to search the houses of the free people 
of color, violating the just principles of the law which ex- 
empts the houses of the citizens from all " unreasonable 
searches and seizures." In searching the house of Wm. 



MEMOIR OF ABEIi BROWN- 



129 



Johnson, a reputable citizen, he. was guilty of an assault 
aud battery upon Mrs. Johnson. 

'* The then justice of the police court refused to hold the 
ruffian to bail, and the Grand Jury refused to indict him, 
in consequence of the false representation of a prominent 
citizen. But public opinion, as expressed in large public 
meetings, condemned both the police and the jury, and 
threw an additional shield around the injured. When a 
member of the committee exposed the conduct of the 
police officers and the Jury, in the public prints, the ser- 
vile Grand Jury promptly indicted him (Mr. Brown) for 
libels upon the jury, and Mink, Loveridge and Others. It 
is a sufficient comment on the indictments, to say {hat 
those who obtained them have been wise enough to lot 
them sleep. Another member of the committee, Mr. 
Goodwin, was brutally assaulted in the street for the part 
he took in the matter, and when denied redress, and out- 
raged by the police magistrate, was promptly acquitted of 
all blame by an intelligent jury." 

The outrage thus committed on peaceable and unoffend- 
ing citizens in Albany, without any power of redress from 
a civil tribunal — also the corrupt public sentiment that 
would uphold and sustain the nomination of a slaveholder 
for the Presidency, called loudly for rebuke. Mv. Brown 
consequently designed to place before the public an ex- 
position of facts, as stated in the following account given 
by E. W. Goodwin, Editor of the Tocsin of Liberty. 

Grand 1rarst"iip of mob elements, bat nobody hart t ! 

Our staid and quiet Albany was thrown into a most vio- 
lent commotion on Tuesday evening last, by the appear- 
ance of the following handbill : 

War! War! War! 

Don't he frightened, only a war of words. 

The subscriber proposes to give a course of street lec- 
tures. 

1st. He will comment upon the abominable wickedness 
of the late gentlemen's Grand Jury, in conniving with kid- 
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nappers, and neglecting to indict a slave-hunter of this 
city. Tht names of the Grand Jurors will be given. 

2nd. Show that there is a gang of kidnappers watching 
for prey. 

3d. Will give account of the escape of fugitive slaves, 
and ask money to aid them to a land of freedom. 

4th. Will give a few reasons why that notorious Sab- 
bath breaker, Swearer, Gambler, Duelist, Thief, Robber. 
Adulterer, Man-stealer, Slaveholder, ^c. HENRY CLAY ! 
. should never be President of these U. S. Lectures will 
commence on Tuesday evening, at 7 1-2 o^clock precisely, 
near the Centre Market. ABEL BROWN. 

Albany, July 18, 1842. 

**Now in the first place it may be proper to etate, that 
although Mr. Brown is the agent of the Eastern New 
York Anti-Slavery Society, yet he by no means acted as 
their agent in the production of that hand bill, as will be 
seen by his own private signature. And further, Mr. 
Brown did not counsel with any of the abolitionists ; as he 
did not wish that any should share the responsibility but 
himself: * I take the responsibility' was the position he 
assumed. It is true some of the abolitionists saw the bill 
before it was posted up, and advised a different course as 
more prudent : but their counsels did not prevail. Now, 
what v,'a8 the sequel? Why, that Mr. Brown did not 
appear at the time and place appointed, but that the mob 
to a large number, (as we are told, not being present) did 
appear with abundance of wrath and cabbage, sheep's 
plucks, and other missiles, swearing and roaring vengeance 
on Abel Brown ! The Mayor and police were there too, 
ready as we also understand, to take the "street brawler" 
into custody. 

It is true also, that the mob threw a stone against the 
«ash of one of the windows of the Tocsin office, breaking 
in a couple of lights of glass, and made several efforts to 
push open the doors, but without success. Here we owe 
a debt of gratitude to those excellent mechanics, th.e 
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Woleensack's, for a couple of their excellent and honcBtly 
made locks, for the preservation of our property. 

Thus much premised ; — now for the moral of this busi- 
ness. What was the difficulty ? In the first place Mr. B* 
proposed to give his views or opinions, on the conduct of 
the grand jury, which refused to indict a man notoriously 
out of his official duty, in Entering aad disiurbing, and 
assaulting a colored family, — alleging that he was search- 
ing for a slave, which had just escaped — the husband 
being absent. Was it for this the mayor and police were 
the're ? 

2nd. He was going to tell the people about there being 
kidnappers in town ! Who doubts it after what has been 
so publicly made known within a few weeks past. 

3d. He was going to give the people an account of the 
poor fugitive slaves, who are constantly running as for 
life from a slavery far worse than Egyptian bondage, and 
ask the benevolent to aid by giving some money to help 
them on their way. Was this wrong ? Oh no : it was the 
4th thing he proposed to do that " touched the raw," that 
entered like seven daggers into the " proud flesh " of pro- 
slavery politicians — that pierced " like an adder," the 
very soul and life seat of those foul and dark spirits. It 
was THrs, that made them " gnash on him with their 
teeth ! !" 

They were afraid their great Idol, which they had sac- 
rificed so much money and conscience to set up, would 
be endangered, and like their kindred spirits at Ephesus 
on another occasion, who clustered around to protect the 
shrine of Diana, by the existence of which they had their 
gains, like them we say, they , began with one accord to 
shout " great is Henry Clay of Kentucky :" — " great is 
Henry Clay of Kentucky;" — and some whig abolitionists 
were able to sound the loudest bugle 5n the Babel chorus. 

As to the charge Mr. Brown has preferred in his hand- 
bill against Mr. Clay, we have nothing further to say at 
present than this : — We suppose it will not be denied, that 
Mr. Clay is or has been, (and we have no evidence of ref- 
ormation or repentance) a " swearer, gambler, and duel- 
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ist." That he is a SLAVEHOLDER, is notorious. 
And the Bible decides that " He that stealeth a MAN, or 
if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to 
DEATH." Ate men " found in his (Mr. Clay's) hand V> 
'* All men are created equal, and entitled to life, LIB- 
ERTY and the pursuit of happiness," says our admirable 
declaration. Does Henry Clay deprive any person or 
persons of their liberty ! ?" If so then what is he ? What 
would that man be who in Algiers should deprive YOU 
of your liberty, though he might do it by law I What 
would you call HIM? You would call him a manstealer! 
Can any doubt then, that, when it is made out, that a man 
is guilty (morally) of the greater — that he is not also guilty 
- of the lesser crime of stealing ? Or in other words does 
not the greater cover the less V 

In reference to the statements in the foregoing notice, 
Mr. Brown remarked to me, that he expected, at the time 
the bills were posted, that they would accomplish their 
own work, and thus save him the necessity of lecturing ; 
which however, he was ready and willing to do, had not 
the bare announcement proved suiScient for his purpose. 

Soon after the production of the hand-bill, Mr. Brown 
was indicted for an alleged libel on Henry Clay, and was 

held to bail in the sum of for his appearance at 

court. Mr. Brown declared himsejf prepared to meet the 
indictment, believing himself able to sustain the allega- 
tions rendered, by a number of ** competent witnesses," 
who had expressed their willingness to testify to the truth 
of his assertions. Having also secured the most eminent 
' counsel and advice, in his friend the Hon. Alvan Stewart, 
who very generously contributed his services in behalf of 
Mr. Brown as defendant. 

In i-eference to the alleged libel, Mr. Brown published 
the following Circular, entitled 
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" A isubject of som" importaace to the cattse of jbuiniiia" 
ity^ and which my- position has compeiled me to watch 
over with solicitude, and which >ow for the first time ha9 
compelled me to speak, h the efforts which are aQskiQg 
for the election of i Henry Ciay to the Presidency of tiliis 
nation..- ■■! • ' .- '-^-r- 

When these efibrts first commenced, I supposed that 
they were only the efforts of a few reckless and nnprinci- 
pled men, who wished to get themselv-es into notice at the 
expense of the principles of eommojU justicei and httm^n- 
ity. ; In this, I hav« been sadly disappointed^ time has 
proved that men who. havfe heretofore paesed as men, of 
more than common intelligence and honesty, were ready: 
to use their influence ia church and sjtate, to secure th0 
election to the highest office in the gift; of the people of 
this union, a man whose public and private character bas 
ever been a disgrace to a Christian nation. 

And let it be distinctly understood, that! haye. made 
no Rei0 charges against Mr. Clay. Of the orim^ 8peci> 
fied in the hand bill, he is not only guiltyj but notoriously 
guilty. He has himself published his own shame, if there 
is shame attached to these transactions. He has not even 
waited for political opponents to charge him wiUi thesis 
crimes, but has let them shine with all their/ blighting, 
withering influence, upon the nation, as if he g!<H:ied in 
them."----.;.- . ^. ^ ■ • , ■ 

In this place, it may be sufiloient to state, that his 
j9roo/s ■ were adequate to hiastateoKnts; and were afforded 
him by " living and credible witnesses," among whom< 
was Mr. Coffin, a well known philanthropist-— then ?e&i-: 
dent; of Philndelphia, who authorized a friend of Mr.. 
Brown, to publish^ that Henry Clay was not only a pimbler, 
but that he: had won and lost Auman beings the gaming 
table. This, fact, Mr. C<^n pledged himself to establish 
by the testimony of living Witnesses, whenever those papers 
13 



which af^0;^(iQav^r^g^to |}edm th€;vK^ the 
people, would open its^luni^ for theiE^^eseptation. Also, 
the noted due^ in which Mr. Clay had either b^n acces- 
sary or ^rihcipal/ibdluding that With John Randolph, and 
his ii^eace or sectod heoid in ^ death x>f CiUey I 
^'Ikber^fetstemi&nts «rere fottnd ii> the .pabiic ]»'iEtta, such 
i&ir ^h ia the senate, >tyrlien he stdd to a distinguished 
nsueniher of that body ^ whien touching some point relative 
teiiel 4Tery-i>«4»o home^ &.o. ^Atoother light; an which Mr. 
Clay's conduct ib considered in this circular, is presented 
tintder the following heads j'T'* > 

*A» it^regardia the charges theft, ToWjery, sfranisteal- 
mgi and isSiing. - I have only to remark that the first two 
aire i!geli}ded in the 4a8t two. ; Jf the writer of this article 
stilittid meet la^feltowraao, Waok ^r white, in the public 
highwtt^y, aniil there by violence and force^^ (lake feom him 
oojy the^njoney which he had earned by the labora of 
day^ tlitat act wocdd foe tearmed A%'fttoay tubberif ^ ikfid for 
it^ this commonwealth would compel 'bin) to sptisnd & teru 
of years ih the State prison. How msch ^teafei ^oald 
be the crime if th6 man -was robbed of hia earnings for 
life. 'Henry Glay not only robs the poor man of a single 
daj*'« wagei, but irf" the 'Services of >hi8 if/e, steals his chil- 
dr^iv, irt*e5ls 'his wifef^teds the man -hirhself j &c. Anp 
t&Ad rf(M«^f pjMS& read the fdUwoirig^ from James 
CUstmiag W^Uer, ■■■■ 

Raving a ^ great desire ito iwe the imported cattle on 
Henry Clay's plastation,. I went thither. On approaching 
the? house, I saw a colored matift^ Whom I ssiid, " Where 
weifttiheii' raised T' In Washington;**: *' Did Henry 
GlftV buy thee there??' Yesji' " Wilt thou show me 
his ia^r&ved Seattle ?'' He pointed to the ^orchard, and 
said thfe sttian who bad charge of them was there. As I 
feUe^wed his direetiob, I encountered a i^ei^y , intelligent 
l<Soi4hg boy, apparently'^ight or nine yedi^is old. I' said 
to Kite, ** fcanst thou readl" ^^^6."- " Is there a schbol 
for isf^tied people on Henry GltfyJg plantation ?" " No^'' 
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" How old art thoii ?" , '*;Pon't know*' In the orchard 
I found a wojoian at wofkvithjjer needle, I asked, "How 
ol4 art «hou? " A M'^ilifty.'' ' *^How old U thall" 
" Near sixtyi" « How toiy ohildren hast thdal «« Fi*. 
teea o» sixteen." ** Wh«Te are they ?" "Coloredi fi^^ 
dfein't know where their cbi^^ren is; they are sent ail o*^ 
the country/' " Wh'ere^K^ '* Waahifflg* 

ton.'' >?*^jpid Henrf CiW buy thee therer **Ye«;*' 
" Uotf^i^my children ^tadst thou then ?" "Pouft" 
*♦ Where 5trb they V ** I don't know. They tell h» thdf 
are dead." The hut in which this " source of wea^ '^^ 
lives, waa neither as good, nor as well-iioofed ais 'my 'stable'. 
Several daves were picking fruit in the orchard ; I ^k#d 
one of the young men whether ihey were taught to read <si 
this plantation, and th<iy answered no. I found the ovetw 
seer of the cattte with a short-handled stout whip, which 
had been broken. He said it answered both for a ridiag 
whip, and occasionally' " to wipe oflf" the slaves." 

Other testimony might be given, j)ot his own confess 
sions, and even boasting of being a slave-holder, render il 
needless. * * * * * ♦ • 

Appeal to Cheistians. 

You have before you a synopsis of a few of the many 
crimes which Henry Clay has been guilty. The fact 
that almo^^ all southern and many northern public tn&nr, 
participate in them, does not in the least change their 
moral character. They are sins which ^od has d^ 
dared utterly unfit a man for a mler. ; God inquires us 
to select such men only as rule in " his fhar ** and he 
" has denounieed his most severe Judgments against those 
aations who select any other." " He that t^uleth of^er 
men must' be just, riuling in the fear of God,"-^I» en^pbat^ 
ically <he mind of that infinite Being. And it i* noi left 
^r us to decide whether we may or not choose any other. 
That Is a concern whicb he has settled, and it; is tramps 
ling the plainest commands of Heaven under oar feet t'^ 
»ote for such a man as Henry Clay. ' < 
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Ministers OF Chuist. 

Will jpxi see this nation disgraced ? Will you see Go4 
^ishonoired and his word di9regaTde()l ? Will you see 
Clurist, and his cross, and the holy commands which he 
died f<> ^tablish, treated with scorn aiod conterapt, by the 
e}e€4ion of another nuan to the Pifeaideney of thia nation 
wh^ profanes the name of God^r—vrho disregards the com' 
principles of justice and humanittf, — who murders 
Mi f^Uoto men to gratify his own ambition,— who rehs God 
md but/s and sells Jesus Christ in the market as a beast 
oiT burdeQ, and who, to cap the climax of his impiety, lifts 
^ his smatorial voice and warns the nation against any 
efforts which may be made to stop him in his unhallowed 
and God-defying crimes I Be entseated to show yourself 
worthy of the name you have taken by uttering the com- 
mands of high Heaven against the election of wicked 
rulers. What will sooner call down the tremendous 
judgments of Almighty God upon us, as a nation, than 
the choosing of wicked-haters of humanity, and God ^ and 
blasphemers of his name to rule over us ? 

Those who Sdppout Henry Clay. 

The eyes of the foolish are blinded, and they vainly 
hope that by the election of a despiser of God and man, 
to the office of President of this Nation, to secure pecu- 
niary relief. Vain hope! You may succeed in the for- 
mer, but God will certaiuiy disappoint you in the jatter. 
How plain the case. The party seeking to elevate Henry 
Clay to the Presidency, assume to becoroposed of the more 
srespectable and Christian portion of the commuaity. They 
have designed to pass as the fsiends of Improveojeat, Ed- 
ucation, Humanity and Religion. Admitting the truth of 
this assumption; how foolish to anticipate tliat a holy 
God will suifer them to prosper through the election of a 
man who is in principle and practice, direetly opposed to 
the very principles which the party profess. ; Why not 
leaiftj wisdom from the past. Only two years, sines, with 
the same high pretensions,, the party joined hands with 



despots, and secured the election of their favorite candi- 
dates. But where is the psroraised relief? Th& answer is 
short. That God, whom multitudes, even of professing 
Christians, dishonored by voting for a deispot, took away 
your President, and left us all to the tender mercies of 
* one of whom it may be iemphaticaily said, " FFAcw the 
wtcKSD fiear rule the ]^eople tnoum" That sarnie God 
still livesi to vindicate his own honor, by refusing you 
relief until you \frill cease despising him by voting to 
elevate vicious men to fill offices of the state and nation. 
It is really to be hoped that the party which is seeking to 
elevate a slaveholder, duelist and blasphemer, will lay 
aside all pretensions to Christianity, humanity or even dc" 
cencv. ■ 

MimsTEEs OP Alban*. 

This city is the seat of all the impious efforts in this 
state for the elevation of wicked men to office^ and you 
are therefore under special obligation to raise your voices 
and hold up God's truth before this people. Many of you 
have warned your congregations against the evil tendency 
of the various excitements of the age, you huve been faith- 
ful to the very letter of the wort/ upon these minor points, 
will you not now, when an excitement is arising which if 
not checked, will overwhelm the nation and call down the 
just judgments of a holy God upon us — will you not, I 
ask, give the trumpet a certain sound, that the people may 
prepare themselves for battle. You that are Doctors of 
Divinity, I hope for the honor of the religion which you 
profess, will show that you have a sufficient regard for the 
Divine Law, to present a few truths like the following, in 
Ex. 18 : Moreover, thou shalt provide out of all the peo- 
ple, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating cov- 
etousness: and place such — to be rulers, &.c. Also, 2 
Chron. xix, 7. And He (God) said to the judges, 
" Wherefore now let the fear of God be upon you ; take 
heed and do it : for there is no iniquity with the Lord 
our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts." 
12* 
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Mob. — C<Tt AwHOBmES.^ — ^Effigy. - 

The mob v^bif^hj made such glQirious display of ta,r, 
feathers, eggs^ t&i'C. w Clay and pro- 

slayery leaders, of this city ; and was but tlje reViyal of , 
the hard cider and coonr^kini. arguments qf 1840, Won- 
der if the Qlayites are confined to such, arguments as were 
0i^i»>jted at the Centre^market last .Tuesday evening? 
Those Police officers who stood by and suffered the Efli^ 
of & peaceable citizen to be burne4* api<d the shoutings 
of the rabble, are welcome to all the glory of the occasion. 
It ^as no more than could be expected , from infidel and 
blaspheming men. It is also in perfect keeping with its 
object, for the Daily American Citizen to honor and puff 
the mob. Wie should expect it of . any paper engaged in 
advocating the elevation of a man, who if a resident of this 
state, and guilty of the crimes which have ever disgraced 
s>ii{ character, would be condemned to State prison for 
life. Surely such an editor deserves our pity. We hope 
he: roay yet repent and find forgiveness. 

The other papers whose editors have so frequently fa- 
vored us with editorial notices of a certain description, 
are left ia entire possession of the field. 

CoNcmsioN. 

In conclusion, we wnsh to say to those w^ho favored us 
with so much advice, that we have acted in this matter 
from a sense of duty, and as we should have desired 
another to act, were we pining under the lash of Henry 
Clay. ABEL BROWN. 

Albany y N. Y: July ^Stk, 1843. 

Albany Grand JuttY, vs. Hdmanity. 

Tiiose Cititens of Albany who wish to obey the Tt-utk, 

Respected JPellow Citizens :— My object in appear- 
ing before you through the' press, is to give an unvarnished 
statement of facts respecting matters of interest to the 
cause of humanity and religion. For a proper under- 
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stpnding of the motive by which I have been actoated, 
and the interedts at stake, it may not bts improper to state, 
that I am acting as the corresponding secretary of the 
Eastern N. Y. Anti-Slavery Society, an office to whisak I 
was ialected by a convention of citizens of Eastern N. Y. 
a small portion only of whom reside in 4bi» city. As the 
only official and Genera! Agent of the Sodety, it becomes 
my duty to watch over its interests, and the humane ob^ 
ject which it designs to accompHsh, with the fidelity of a 
faitlitfui servant. ' ; ■. 

Soon after entering ujibn the dnties aissigneid me, I was 
informed that a portion of the Pijlice of this: city," were 
engaged in efforts to obtain Koiawfol possession ot' free 
persons of color, for the avowed purpose of replacing them 
to slavery. In one case a warrant had beefci issued by 

Justice alledging that some unknoWH person had 

stoien an article of clothing, and that the same was secre- 
ted in a certain house, which the warrant gave them au- 
thority to search. The house was searched without any 
other success than that of being pevmitted, to insult cer- 
tain innocent women who resided in it. Then all their 
pretended /fttc/wr authority ceased, even the warrant of 

Justice — was dead. The bfiicers however, without 

the least authority, (unless that of kidnappers) proceeded 
to search each and every house " that they in their wis- 
dom saw fit," and that too in the absence of the older 
male members of the families. They abused, insulted 
and frightened unprotected women, and in one case 
committed a gross assault and battery upon an innocent 
female, wife of a respectable citizen of this city. These 
facts havijng come to my knowledge, I visited the police 
office, and made a few inquiries respecting the conduct of 
its officers, but immediately learned that they considered 
me interfering with concerns, which belonged exclusively 
to themselves. The language used by some of them was 
too indecent to be recorded here. The constable who 
had committed the assault, was (upon the oath of the in- 
jured woman) arrested, and brought before Justice 

where the assault was clearly proved, but as a matter of 
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couEse/ the offender was disclJarged, and the firiends of 
the qolored people left to iwf^r tkiat they would receive »<> 
co^ntenance frons that court. There was however /one 
ittipprtant fact elicited by the o^aaplaiot, to wit : that the 
constable had loot the lea^^t shadow of authority for search- 
ing, the house of the complajttaat. With these facta fully 
before «s, complaint was made to the Qrand Jury of the 
June Term, and the iacts definitely proved» that said 
constable and his associate did without any authority, 
enter the house of Mr. — - — — a colored man of this city, 
and there pushed and jammed, and endangered the life of 
his wife during his absence, until she would suffer him to 
search the premisea for a colored person, whom he al- 
ledged to be a slave, but who was as ^ree as any reader of 
this article. ^ 

^he Jury in their superior wisdom, refused to find a 
bill. 

How they came to such a conclusion is not for me to 
say, and they probably will never inform us. It looks 
mysterious that so plain a case of assault was not noticed. 
It would be insulting their intelligence to suppose that 
they had the most distant idea that the offender pushed 
the woman for a lawful pfirpose, or in a lawful manner. 

We should like to enquire of either of those gentlemen 
who was on that Grand Jury, who has a wife, if that con- 
^able had treated his wife as it was proved the police 
officer treated the one in question, whether th(?y would 
think it justice to discharge the offender ? 

It may however, be proper to remark, that had that 
Grand Jury done its duty, the community would have 
been put in possession of many important facts, which 
might have led them to altogether different conclusions 
from those entertained by the police court of this city, 
and it might have opened the eyes of too many who are 
now blindly opposing the cause of the oppressed. The 
,. trial might also have brought to light some facts which 

would have made the slander suit, which Justice 

commenced against the editor of the Tocsin of Liberty, 
less profitable to the plaintiff. With the Grand Jury I 
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am unacquainted, and that th^y might have errfjd unin- 
tentionally do not deny, but that they have by this neglect 
encouraged a class of desperate ruffians, I have daily 
abundant and increasijpg evidence. How large » portion 
of this community will sustain them, remains yet to be 

Yours, &c, A. BROWN. 

Concerning tlilf infringment of the colored man's rights 
in the invasion of iijs home, Mr. Goodwin naajkes the foi- 
lowinff comments : 

" The poorest and the meanest vrhite man can fly to oujf 
legal tribunals, and justice is swifl to punish the man .who 
has dared to do him wrong. . . . . . 

That citizen was a colored man, and such is the cold- 
ness and apathy of our courts — such is the perversion of 
the administration of public justice, that our magistrates 
can wink at injuries done to the black man, and frown him 
away from their tribunals. The offender was vi tehiie maii 
— the sufferer was a colored man. The offender was an 
officer, " clothed -.vith a little brief authority," and his vic- 
tim was of a proscribed race. Wc, hovi^ever, acknowledge 
not the purity of that justice which, shields its satellites, 
and pernjits them to perpetrate -outrage with (impmiity. 
We wish in this matter not to be misunderstood. We 
claim for all men in our state but an equality of rights^ 
We claim that the tribunals of justice should be open alike 
to all — that the white man should not be privileged toop^ 
press, aot the black man compelled to endwe, VuhMo 
justice, like the rains and dews of Heaven, should fall 
equally on all ; such is the spirit of om constitution, such 
is the genius of our laws. The law knows no distinction 
of color. The black man's home, and the persons of his 
family, are as sacred m those of the white man; and the 
magistrate who would cregite or sanction a difference be- 
tween them, should be hurled from his seat, as a traitor to 
the principles of our constitution — a traitor to the beauti- 
ful system of equality of rights upon which our laws are 
based — as a caitiff that would poison the pure streams of 
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ptsblic justice, a»d wield the power of teis, office, not to 
redress the wrongs of the injured, but to protect guilt and 
crime." ■ ^ '"^ 

The case^ was continued to another term, at which time, 
Mr. Brown jE^ain appeared as was stated in his Report to 
the Executive Committee, under date of Oct. 20th, '42^ — 
Returned to Albany to attend Court, and meet the Indict- 
ments against me. After spending a week waiting for the 
triiEil to be called, was duly informed, that if the case was 
ever brought to trial; the District Attorney would give me 
sufficient notice to prepare for the trial. Thus terminated 
the contemptible design of the Clay men of this City ^ to 
destroy the influence of one, whom they could not meet. 

The Report of the E. N. Y. A. S. Society contains an 
account af the final disposition of this affair, after the fol- 
lowing remarks by way of explanation : 

These indictments were instigated by the leading whig 
infiuence of Albany. They had at the time the sanction 
of almost the entire whig press. Mr, Brown was denounc- 
ed as a Reverend slanderer, and as worthy of a place with 
criminals at jSin^ iSfjw^o ' 

The .fudge who presided and charged the Grand Jury 
was a whig. The Slier iff who had charge of the sub- 
poenaing the Grand Ji^ry was a whig. The mass of the 
jury were whigs. The foreman was a very influential 
svhig. Others were then and are now whig ofiiceholders. 
The District Attorney was ai whig. And finally, influen- 
tial whigs have had the entire control and managenoent of 
the affair. The indictment was pushed with the utmost 
rigor until it was carried up to the Circuit Court, where 
whig influences could not be brought to bear upon it. The 
District Attorney came, to the very wise conclusion that 
the indictment might remain hanging over your Secretary 
as a kind of tsMg rod to protect Henry Clay from peise- 
cution, (fittt the whig papierS termed it.) 

The indietir?-::t remained in statu quo, when a change 
of Judges r '.adfc a change in District Attorney^ and among 
li e last! actj> < V late District Attorney we find the fol- 
lowing^ motion. 
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Q^iNi^BAXi Sessions of yap Peace, March Tebj*. 

Thursday, March '23, ISU. 
Present-— Son. Peter Gansevoort, Firist Judge. Poh. J. 
Q.,; Wilson, Hon. R. W. Murphy, Hon. R. J. Hilton 
Ju<lges. 

The People vs. Abel Brown. — Libel on Henry Clay. 
On motion of A. G. Wheaton, Dist. Att'y, Ordered that 
a Nolle Prosequi he and the same is hereby entered in this 
cause. 

The People vs. Abel Brov/n.~— Libel on Thurlow Weed 

and others. On motion of H. G. Wheaton, Dist. Att'y. 

Ordered that a Molle Prosequi be and the s.?.me is hereby 

entered in this cause. 

Copy. WILLIAM MIX, Clerk. 

• 

The county paid the costs in this prosecution of Mr. 
Brown, instigated by the wealthy and influential vsrhigs of 
Albany. The cost to Mr. B. for moneys paid out and time 
spent has been no inconsiderable amount. 

The sequel has however demonstrated one fact, to wit : 
That the whig party, after all thejr pretended conscioiis- 
ness of the purity of the character of their candidate for 
the presidency, dare ra* suSer that character to be tested 
before a legal tribunal," 

After the indictment was over, (on a refusal of trial,) 
the assertion was slill industriously circulated, ; that Mr'. 
Brown was a " Reverend slanderer/' &c.. Neither had 
his prosecutors the justice or magnanimity, to retract the 
charge or falsify the "assertion. Bis name also appeared 
in a book entitled " Sargeant's Life of Henry Clay," in 
which he is rq>resented as a slanderer of this, popular 
Statesman. For these reasons, I feel it my duty, though 
a painful task, when I recount bis sufferings and the, per- 
secution he received, to present the facts in vindication of 
his character from the assaults of his enemies ; and to give 
an explanation of the whole affair, not by my own infer- 
ences, but from the account rendered by Mr. Brown him- 
self. 
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No person held higher estimation of Mr. Clay's intel- 
lectiial siiperiority and ability as a statesmtuj than Mr. 
Brown.; reference to which, he uaed to remark, that 
his infiuehce was proportionably the mo|'e dangerous to the 
interests of the slave question. 

As a professed teacher of Christianity, and of the God 
given rights of liberty to man, Mr.; Brown could not fail 
to expose " wickedness in high places," as the only effect- 
ual mode of purifying the lesser influences, or minor sour- 
ces of evil. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Scenes of Domestic Afflictton— Death of his Wif»i— The two White Fugi- 
tives— Heport of Vigilanct^ Committee — Lewis Washington, the Fngi- 
tiTe Shvvo Leottirer—iMr. Browa visits Massachusetts—Our first ac- 
quaintance—Correspondence. 

In the midst of various and conflicting duties at this time, 
Mr. Brown was called to witiiess the sickness and death 
of his bieloved companion— his counsellor and friend, and 
one who, when foes thickened around — amid the stormy 
rage of persecution and strife, would bid him " go," say- 
ing, " duty is yours, consequences are with God." 

The following Obituary notice Ss taken from the Golden 
Rule, published in Albany. 

Death of the EuitRbss. 

Mrs. Mary Ann B. Brown, the beloved Editress of the 
Golden Rule, died at her residence in this city, on Thiirs- 
day , the 4th inst , in the 27ih year of her age. 

The sickness which has thus terminated the life of this 
excfellent woman, was extremely severel, andof aboist eight 
weeks dutation. The closing scene, however, w^ per- 
fectly calm and peaceful-i-it was th6 departure of one, 

' ' " who sinks to rest, ■ 

With heaven's approving sentence blest." 
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Every friend of this paper will feel that the death of 
Mrs. B. is a great and personal bereavement ; for we need 
not say, she was deeply and truly devoted to the interests 
it advocates. For the improvement of her sex, in what- 
ever things are pure, and lovely, and of good report, she 
esteemed no sacrifice too great, no labor too arduous. Both 
the vigorous and graceful productions of her own pen, and 
the remarkably judicious and tasteful selections, which 
have appeared in thi^i paper, will long remain to preserve 
and honor her memory. 

But, beside the important relation in which Mrs. B. 
stood to the public, there were more sacred and tender 
ties which bound her to life. She was a young wife and 
mother. A husband, and two little children — the young- 
est but five weeks of age — survive her death. We mourn, 
but not as them that have no hope ; for above the voice of 
our lamentation, is heard the sweet and earnest assurance 
of Christian faith — Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord; yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow them." C. V. L. 

Among the benevolent efforts of Mrs. Brown, she hsd 
succeeded (in connection with the Golden Rule Associu- 
tion) in establishing a home for Orphan girls, or an asy- 
lum for the destitute and unfortunate, which was in suc- 
cessful operation at the time of her death ; and there was 
no subject of reform, ot enterprise of the age, in which 
she did not feel and manifest the most lively and decided 
interest. 

To his friends — concerning this affliction, Mr. Brown 
writes, — " She talked of death without the least apparant 
fear, and frequently said, I am not afraid to die. She 
would not give the least direction relative to the future 
arrangements of her family, only would say, that God 
would direct it all better than she could. My own feel- 
ings have been indescribable — but I have felt and known 
that it was all right. I have realized, during her dying 
hours, the meaning of that sentence — " Motherless chil- 
dren." My dear Walter, felt her death most severely — 
13 
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He would not be consoled. He stood by her bed and 
kissed her again and again, and cried aloud, ** she must 
not die — Ma' must not die." He says, she has gone to 
Heaven— but then he addsy that dreadful sentence, " she 
will not come back." He thinks Heaven is a good place, 
but Ma' will stay there — will never visit as again on earth. 
But neither tears — nor groans — nor prayers^nor sighs, 
could make her stay another moment. , I laid my hand 
upon her heart and felt it quietly cease to beat — Gh, 
what an hour was that ! 

We closed her eyes and retired to our chamber, and 
there commended ourselves and friends to God, who is 
ever ready to listen to all our cries. The friends laid out 
the body. Walter got flowers and placed around that 
precious face. Often would he go and sweetly kiss that 
cold cheek. Soon after she died, he v/anted me to get 
ihe Bible and read about the place where Ma' had gone — 
. I read and gave him the Bible description of Heaven. He 
seemed pleased with it and listened with fixed attention, and 
burst into tears and cried — " Oh, she will not comeback." 
' "Rev. C. Van -Loon and Rev. George Storrs attended 
the funeral, and many went to the grave, although it 
rained incessantly. The colored people came to weep 
around her coffin. She had ever been their friend, and 
they deeply felt that in losing her, they had lost one who 
felt their dreadful sufferings. There are in the city, 
many who have been slaves — whenever 1 see them they 
'fexpress their grief, oflen in tears. They know and feel 
that they have lost one whose house was a refuge for the 
poor and the oppressed, and who knew how to defend 
them fjrom the attack of their enemies." 

Amid these scenes of domestic affliction, when the 
heart most needs sympathy, and the eye turns silently for 
relief and tenderness of treatment, lilr. Brown was sur- 
rounded by men of violence and blood ; who, ere the re- 
mains of his deceased wife were removed, threatened the 
destruction of his house — and he often was obliged to 
seek refuge at night in some habitation of his friends, 
unknown to his enemies. 
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From the Reports of Mr. Brown, it seems that he was 
often obliged to prepare the way in making arrangements 
for himself and others to lecture ; or in other words, to 
precede his own appointments. He thus performed much 
incidental business not connected with the official duties 
of his station. Especially, was this the case in the early 
part of his labors for the slave in N. Y. Much success 
attended his efforts at this period, and the attention of 
the community seems to have been effectually aroused to 
the great question of his advocacy. While in some of 
the numerous Conventions, held by Mr. Brown, perfect 
order and quiet prevailed, others presented scenes of vio- 
lence and outrage. 

In the autumn of 1843, a riotous scene occurred in Au- 
burn (N. Y.) at a Convention held by Mr. Brown, con- 
cerning which, a few particulars are given from an ac- 
count published by Mr. Hopkins, a well known friend of 
the cause in that place. 

" At the hour appointed, a respectable audience had 
assembled to hear Mr. Brown's lecture, and the meeting 
organized by the appointment of a chairman, when the 
ruffianism, which had been in course of preparation through 
the day, came in, and began to manifest itself in hisses 
and continued stamping. When the noise had subsided 
in part, the chairman remarked that a large majority 
present were the friends of order, and requested that they 
might be allowed to hear the lecture undisturbed ; when 
our heroes and their leader, again with one accord, began, 
" Nine cheers for Henry Clay," &.c. Henry Clay was 
evidently a favorite, and when a voice could again be 
heard it was remarked that Henry Clay should consider 
himself under lasting obligation for this devotion of his 
friends. The meeting, however, was not restored to 
order, although the Deputy Sheriff was present, and (lam 
ijiformed) other officers of the peace, and indications of a 
determination to assault the speaker, and threats of per- 
sonal violence were made. On the suggestion of the 
Deputy Sheriff, the chair announced the meeting ad- 
journed — and under p otection of that officer, and the 
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friends of good order present, Mr. Brown retired to the 
store of a friend, followed by a mob apparently anxious to 
shed his blood. At this crisis, I take pleasure in stating 
that all political lines appeared to be forgotten by onr 
respectable citizens, both of the Whig and Democratic 
partifes, who seemed anxious to defend the right of discus- 
sion, and the reputation of our goodly village ; and I am 
exceedingly mistaken if this disgraceful mob, got up by a 
few unprincipled Wliig leaders here, to prevent the expos- 
ure of Henry Clay's robberies of more than fifty laboring 
men and women, does not open thn eyes of good men 
who have heretofore identified themselves with the Whig 
party. Honest men cannot long be used as the tools to 
exalt such baseness to oflicial station. The Christian 
portion of this community cannot long remain tied, in 
their political relations, to the support of a man for the 
chief magistracy of this nation, who buys and sells our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the persons of his oppressed chil- 
dren. 

On the arrival of the cars, Mr. Brown, surrounded by 
a large number of respectable citizens, proceeded from 
the store where he had taken refuge, to the car-house, 
followed by the mob, swelled by the accession of many, 
who, I am informed, had been in attendonce at the Whig 
meeting. While proceeding to the cars, several attempts 
were made by the mob to assault Mr. Brown, but the 
firmness of his friends prevented. Some assaults were 
made with canes, but I am not aware that any blood was 
shed." . ....... 

During this season of Southern emigration, Mr. Brown 
frequently invited interesting and intelligent fugitive slaves, 
to accompany him in the work of his agency. Of one 
who had been a slave m^ore than fifty years, he thus writes, 
in giving notice of a lecture — " Mr. Ramsay will relate 
his experience and history while a slave in this goodly 
' Christian land also, an account of the heart rending 
scenes which occurred at different times in his family, 
while the ruthless tyrant tore from him his children to the 
number of eleven, and sold them to the unfeeling traders^ 
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into the far South, to he worked to death on the cotton and 
rice fields and sugar plantations." 

Concerning another attendant, Mr. Brown writes — 

" Rochester, Oct. 19, 1842, 5 A, M. 
I arrived here about an hour since in company with 
the white slave, Wm. Johnson. 

" Yesterday we called at Rome, and attended a meeting 
of the N. Y. S. Baptist A. S. Convention. There were 
present a large number of delegates, all of whom appear- 
ed to sympathise deeply with the slave. In the P. M. Wm. 
was introduced to the meeting, and gave them a brief re- 
lation of his experience. The assembly were deeply inter- 
ested in his statements, and manifested their interest, by 
raising eight dollars to defray his expenses from Albany to 
Canada, whither Wni. will soon go. He will probably ar- 
rive in that happy land tomorrow. At Utica I called with 
William, on Hon. Alvan Stewart, who manifested his in- 
ierest in his welfare by making him a liberal donation. 
Mr. S. also introduced him to his family, and it was truly 
delightful, to see that noble man and his family listening to 
the tale of sorrow of a poor oppressed brother ; to liear 
and see their expressions of sympathy ; to see William 
take courage as the tears of his auditors rolled down their 
cheeks. When we lefl, Mr. S. spoke many encouraging 
words to the affrighted and distressed fugitive, that great- 
ly calmed his fears, and led him to exclaim as we passed 
from the yard, " God bless that man !" He's a good 
man !" " How I should like to live with him !" If I 
ever come back I will call and see him!" From that 
hour, WilUaffl began to feel that there were white men 
who could be trusted ; joy beamed, in his countenance,' 
A few hours after, he received the kind hospitalities and 
aid of the Baptist Anti-Slavery Convention. It would 
have filled you with additional delight, after all you have 
witnessed, to have seen William after we got into the cars ; 
he was perfectly happy ; he sung ; he jumped ; he thank- 
ed God ; he blessed the convention ; he blessed Mr. Stew- 
art ; he said again and again, " God has delivered me." 
IS* 
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Then he was filled with griet at the thought of his broth- 
ers and sisters in slavery. He told us of one* who drown- 
ed herself upon hearing that she was sold to go to Geor- 
gid. Oh that cursed system that has robbed such a man 
of himself.'' 

Mr. Browa also labored in Western N. Y.^ " attended 
by Milton Clark, a white slave who was rescued by the 
patriotic citizens of the (Ohio) Western Reserve, from 
Kentucky blood hounds, who had caught and bound him, 
and were carrying him back into perpetual slavery. Mr. 
Brown held forth to large gatherings, and the people list- 
ened M'ith marked attention." ^ . , . 
- In Nov. '42, Mr. Brown visited Canada^ and in writing: 
from Dawn Mills, describes a number of slaves, whom he 
had assisted in Albany to this home of the oppressed, as 
" well, contented, and happy; and unwilling to return to the 
kind embrace of their affectionate masters." 

At this time a reward was offered by certain gentlemen 
in Baltimore, to one of the City Constables of Albany, of 
fifteen hundred dollars for the apprehension of Brown, 
Torrey and E. W. Goodwin ; concerning which, informa- 
tion was published that " each of them would go to Balti- 
more for half that sum, provided the money was only de- 
posited in a good bank, or any way, in which they might 
be sure that the moi>ey would be paid ; as they were in 
great need of funds, to help the poor fugitives who were 
escaping from their ungodly man market— Sodomite vil- 
lanies, and barbarian oppressions." 

Dec. 12, 1843. 
It appears from the first Annual Report of the Vigilance 
Committee of Albany, that " no less than 350 fugitives 
had been aided to a place of safety by the Committee, at 
an expense of more.than one thousand dollars. Through 
the efforts of the Committee, every attempt to recover 
these victims of oppression^ on the part of slave catchers 
in connection with Albany Constables, Police officers and 

* This statement waa corroborated by a member of Congress (Mr 
Gati93.JI 
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Judges, had proved ineffectual. In one case, the deter- 
mination in the release of slaves was made on the groundy 
that the United States Court alone could entertain the 
question of slavery. That by the late decision of the 
court in the celebrated slave case betwreen Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, the lavir of Congress alone, founded on the 
constitutional provision, could be applied to the recapture 
of runaway slaves." — Vide Peters' Reports. 

At the Annual Meeting of the E. N. Y. A. S. Society, 

April 26, 1842. 

" On motion of C. T. Torrey,. the following resolution 
passed unanimously. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be author- 
ized to collect and disburse funds for the purpose of aid- 
ing fugitive slaves, at their discretion, accounting for the 
same to the society, as a part of the general duties of the 
committee." 

The propriety of this resolution, will be seen from the 
fact, that some of the members of the Executive Commit- 
tee, were already among the official members of the Com- 
mittee of Vigilance in Albany. Mr. Torrey had also been 
instrumental in supplying the Committee with this species 
of merchandize, for transportation or disposal in the free 
States, as might best suit their convenience. One, who 
was thus assisted by Mr. Torrey and secreted by Mr. 
Brown, until the time arrived that all suspicion had ceas- 
ed, or the chase was apparently over, afterward became 
his friend and travelling companion, in pleading the cause 
of the oppressed. Though unaccustomed to our northern 
winters, he travelled in connection with Mr. Brown — often 
through snows impassable, by any mode of conveyance 
except " on foot." At one time, they were thus obliged 
to walk twelve miles, or rather wade through banks of 
snow, to meet an appointment of a meeting. Although a 
strong athletic man, he could hardly compete with Mr. 
Brown in this kind of travelling. Yet all this he could 
cheerfully endure, and more, in view of his brethren and 
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sisters pining under the lash of their cruel task masters 
on a southern plantation. 

In company with this fugitive (Lewis Washington) Mr. 
Brown visited Massachusetts, in the winter of 1842, when 
our acquaintance was first formed. 

A few extracts from our correspondence are given, as 
farther illustrative of his efforts and character. 

. . . . . " The suggestion which is made^ respect- 
ing the efforts of Vigilance Committees, being only one 
branch of the subject of emancipation, is equally applica- 
ble to any other branch. One person cannot do every 
thing, yet the individual efforts of one may be the lever, 
which will overturn the great bastile of slavery. As well 
might we say, to help Lundsford Lane was only one branch ; 
to help Oeo. Lattimore is only one branch ; to purify the 
church is only one branch ; to oppose liberty party is only 
one branch, dec. &.o. The facts are these : A person can 
make one branch of any subject a " hobby" — can spend 
all his talk and sympathy on one human being, or if he is 
capable, can spread out the great subject, and make one 
slave the representative of millions, as you truly remark- 
ed. I have spent halt a day in giving the history of a 
single woman, and when I had finished, I had told all that 
two or three hours would permit, concerning the entire 
system of slavery, and demonstrated the truth of what 1 
had said, by the example before me. .... 

I have not answered all of youi enquiries, but my sheet 
is full, and I am obliged to see a man, who has just paid 
the last installment for his wife and eight children in Rich- 
mond, Va. We hope to make an agent of him. He 
comes^ recommended by the Governor of Va. He has 
worked fifty years, to free himself and family." 

In relation to a respite from his labors, on a visit to his 
children, who, soon after the death of Mary Ann (his wife) 
were pJaced under the care of their maternal relatives, 
Mr. Brown writes to myself the following : 

JFVedonia, April Sd, 1843. 
" If you had been for nine months, driv- 
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en by the raging winds upon the boisterous ocean, )'ou 
would know how to appreciate five days of restj in the 
sweet retirement of home. . . . . . 

The foolish tiiink me reckless, and suppose that I re- 
joice and delight in arousing all the tumulta and strife, 
which it is possible to excite in the community ; but these 
are not the elements on which I live, or which give me 
any pleasure. In quietude as the stillness of the morning 
or silence, of the evening, I should delight to live. My 
duty to God and iny fellow men, alone urge me on and tear 
me from the sweetness of retirement and communion with 
God. Yet as much self-denial as it costs, I am determin- 
ed, with divine assistance, to not suffer myself to be hind- 
ered by outward circumstances, from laboring to bless 
others with the blessings, which to me, are so dear. God 
will not suffer me to rest, while others are deprived of the 
precious blessings designed by our Heavenly Father for 
all mankind 

Answer to the last Communic/^ xion. 
..... I was glad to find that you were resting 
at the quiet home of your dear children. Rest again, and 
again, but not give o'er, till the ' battle's fought,' the * vic- 
tory won.' I am afraid that you can not live long, amid 
so much toil and excitement consequent to a laborer, whose 
whole soul is absorbed in following Him who " went about 
doing good." Not that I would have you exercise less 
faith in Him who has said, " my grace is sufficient for 
thee, and as thy day is so shall thy strength be also." Yet, 
we should have some regard to our physical constitution 
and strength of endurance. * * * * 

The extreme toil to which he subjected himself, caused 
the apprehension of his friends for the safety of his health, 
and drew from them many a gentle heed of admonition ; 
neither could they see how he could do less with the nu- 
merous responsibilities devolving upon hira, in a cause, the 
burden and privilege of sustaining which, so few are found 
willing to share. 

In consequence of my own personal efforts in the Anti- 
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Slavery cause, I was suffering much opposition and re- 
proach ; and the circumstances of my position in the church 
and elsewhere, were both peculiar and afflictive ; and a 
correspondence with so kind a friend as Mr. Brown, was 
indeed a consolation to my wounded heart. 
In one of his letters, he thus expresses himself: 

. .... How kindly this world treats me, when 
compared with the treatment of the Saviour of mankind. 

I deeply sympathize with you in your trials and contra- 
dictions in H., and I have feared lest they might lead even 
yourself, to feel otherwise than the Saviour did, when he 
wept over Jerusalem. 

Oh how noble to rise above every feeling 

of impatience or hatred, and to look down with the deep 
feelings of pity and compassion, which possessed the bo- 
som of Him, who, even upon the cross, cried, Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do." May that 
spirit constantly fill our minds ; then and then only, do we 
become God like. Then and only then, do we assume the 
place worthy an immortal spirit. How elevated is such a 
high and holy position 



CHAPTER XV. 

Visit to New York — Subsequent Marriage — Anniversary of the Eastern N. 
Y. A. S. Society — City Association in behalf of the oppressed — Labors 
in New York— Convention in New Jeisey — Phrenological character of 
Mr. Brown, given by O. S. Fowler. 

Agreeable to previous arrangement with Mr. Brown, I 
started from my home in Massachusetts for New York, 
on May the 8th inst. in a *' Car of Emancipation " (liter- 
ally) inasmuch, as it wus exclusively filled with the friends 
of freedom, on our way to attend the Anniversaries of the 
Apierican A. S. Society, and other meetings of similar 
interest, usually held in i^^ew York at this season. 
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Mr. Brown had previously returned to the city, on 
some preliminary business, connected with ihe Annual 
Convention of the Anti-Slavery Society of Eastern N. Y. 
In anticipation of my arrival — After giving some direc- 
tions relative to travelling, Mr. Brown writes, " I shall he 
at the Dock loithout fail, (Providence permitting) I wish 
you would stand upon the upper deck of the Boat, as she 
comes up the dock, and then I will see you." On cross- 
ing the Sound, mid the starry brilliancy of night, cheered 
by the music of the Hutchinsons, like the voice of many 
waters, we arrived at the Port of New York at brehit of 
day, and while admiring the scene on deck, I found my 
ever faithful friend ready to escort me or. shore. The 
week following, on May 15th, 1843, we were married. 
Our union was based on the immutable principles of truth 
and love, and therefore indissoluble. 

Mr. Brown I esteemed for his zeal and valor in contest 
with the enemies of God and man. If in the days of 
chivalric deeds, many a heart was won, and many a song 
was sung, in honor of the " bravest knight," how much 
more worthy, (to say nothing of the pretended virtue of 
the former) is he, who has contended bravely in defence 
of the right ;— not with carnal weapons, but through the 
instrumentalities of the spirit, aiming only at the destruc- 
tion of evil for the perpetuation of good. 

Having received an appointment of agency from the 
Executive Committee of the Eastern N. Y. Anti-Slavery 
Society, to labor in behalf of the cause, I had left home 
and friendsj and all that ray heart held dear in my native 
state, for the iulfilment of this object. 

Subsequent to the Annual Convention of the E. N. Y. 
A. S. Society, a special meeting was held through the in- 
fluence of Mr. Brown, for the purpose of forming a City 
Association, to facilitate the progress of the cause in New 
York and vicinity. The platform was free, and occupied 
by speakers irrespective of party organization, and the 
addresses from fugitives slaves, was a living demonstra- 
tion of the need of such efforts, as were in contemplation 
in this city. A little white boy of five years old, was in- 
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troduced to the assembly, who had been purchased in 
Florida, at auction, by a gentleman who attended the sale, 
for the sum of filty dollars. Another white slave (a fugi- 
tive) was also present, whose master had chased him to 
this city some years previous. Much interest was mani- 
fested on the part of friends in the objects of the occasion. 
A handsome subscription was collected, and such was the 
enthusiasm, that money was even thrown frcm the galleries 
into the desk while Mr. Brown was speaking. One girl, 
formerly a slave, very modestly gave ten dollars. 

On the ensuing Sabbath, Mr. Brown preaihed at one of 
the colored churches. The assembly was to me, both a 
novel and affecting scene. 

During our stay in New York (of nearly three months) 
we labored with direct reference to the objects of the 
Association — in the dissemination of tracts, public iec- 
tures, &c. in short, in every way that the exigences of 
the cause seemed to require. A strong hold is this me- 
tropolitan city for the oppressed. Slavehoiding interest 
reigns in the ascendency here, yet faithful hearts are there 
too, who have pledged their lives to the sacred cause of 
freedom. One German,.! remember particularly, — his 
wife an English lady, — they both devoted their time and 
money to the cause, and were exceedingly kind and hos- 
pitable to us as agents in the enterprise. Some young 
men were also ardently engaged in the cause. H. Dres- 
ser, a leading and efficient member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, was often called to plead in behalf of the fugitive, 
on a writ of habeas corpus. Various meetings were held 
on those summer evenings, in behalf of the slave, and oc- 
casional interest was manifested. It was our privilege to 
board at a place in company with a literary gentleman, 
Monseiur De Cen Tremme, a zealous friend of human 
rights ; and who was ever ready to advocate the cause on 
all suitable occasions. The ladies of New York, many of 
them were ready and willing to aid and assist in this phi- 
lanthropic design. An interesting meeting of ladies was 
held at our rooms ; three of the number had been slaves. 
One of them conversed fluently with the Frenchman al- 
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ladeij to. She having been the slave of a Fxench viroman, 
resident of New Orleans. She had visited Fracjce with 
"her mistress," and had always been a. favorite attendant 
in their jpurneyings. She accompanied " her master " to 
New York, Suffering under a disease of the eyes, he 
had come to receive some ocular remedy. Being thus 
afflicted, he was obliged to walk blindfold through the 
streets, with his slave by his side. He had the impression 
(she said) that she would never leave him-^but he wajs 
mistaken ; she never left New York ! The stories of all 
were of an interesting character. One female who had 
been a slave, called the same afternoon and showed me 
her arm, most dreadfully scarred by the whip. Those 
who were present, I hope will never forget the stories re- 
lated by these daughters of aflBiction. Yet they seemed 
cheerful and happy on that occasion, for they found sym- 
pathy, and were conscious of freedom. Mrs. Lane, wiie 
of an imprisoned husbandj seemed ?:one sad. Much in- 
terest was excited in his behalf at ihis time ; a tract in 
relation to his case, (having been writen by myself) and 
extensively circulated. Yet this same man, James D. 
Lane, lies, now incarcerated within the walls of Richmond 
Penitentiary, for the alledged crime of assisting fugitive 
slaves ; sentenced for twelve years from 1843. . One half 
of his time only has expired 1 A woman called one day 
to see Mr. Brown, in relation to her husband, whom she 
suspected had been sold by the Captain of a vessel, (in 
which he sailed) for a slave on the coast of Brazil. She 
was filled with anxiety and fearful apprehension. Such 
being often the fate of the poor colored seamen pn the 
Brazilian shores. Petitions have been sent to Congress, 
signed by hundreds of merchants and others in New 
York interested in commerce with the southern continent, 
in reference to their detention, for the sole purpose of jre- 
ducing them to slavery. I mention thei^e cases to , show 
how we were employed, and what kind a*^ work is needed 
in that city. In most oases, we could offo.* them only our 
sympathy, which is never lost to their w< ,inded hearts. 
On one of our Antislavery trips across the liver, we ealled 
14 
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at the house of a colored friend, and there found a white 
man and his family, who had just escaped from the fangs of 
the slave monster in South Carolina. The man was 
about to have been' sold by . Js half-brother, to defray the 
expenses of his wife's last sickness in paying the Doctor's 
bill. No trace of African blood coul^ discover ; the 
indication was perceptible alone in his black curly hair. 
As a proof that his children wdre qnite Anglo Saxon, I 
need only to add, that he took them to a colored school, 
and the father was told by the teacher, that she did not admit 
white children. A little fair white boy, (once a slave) con- 
cerning whom allusion has previously been made, was 
also present at some of Mr. Brown's meetings. He now 
stood (not upon the auction block) but upon a free table, 
at a meeting for liberty, while Mr. Brown portrayed the 
features of that vile and abominable system, that v/ould 
thus rob an innocent and lovely child of the dearest rights 
that God has given. 

The amount of good done, resulting from our labors, it 
is difficult to determine ; especially in such a metropolis 
as New York. . ^ 

Lewis Washington, the fugitive slave, and laborer with 
Mr. Brown, was with us part of the time in New York, 
and also a'ccompanied us to New Jersey, where we spent a 
week enjoying the hospitalities of Mr. Sayres and family, 
at Elizabethtown. In this place and vicinity, a number 
of meetings were held, at which the colored people, (quite 
numerous) flocked around Lewis with the warmest mani- 
festations of interest and good will. 

Many of them had just emerged from the chaos of sla- 
very, and I never shall forget their illuminated faces at 
our meetings. At oiie of them, a woman cried out, (amid 
much confusion in the assembly,) when Lewis was speak- 
ing, and said, "it is true, for I have seen the same in 
Washingtoh.'^ ' < 

Mr. Sayre's family once held slaves, but were nowj in 
view of their former position, humble and penitent aboli- 
tionists. Mr, S. was often much affected and would weep 
like a child over his past sin. of slaveholding ; and he had 
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sent for us, thrcagh the iaterpositioa of a friend, to make 
them a visit. 

His aged c'we, or &t least the one wliom he waa 
obliged to retain and support by law, was past the age of 
release. She was then more than fourscore years.(, Her 
name was Kate. Although^ offered a home by Mr. S. in 
his family, she chose to liv0%ith a little boy, grandson, 
the only remaining one of Eleven children ; of nine or ten 
of whom she had been inhumanly robbed. Her husband, 
who was a coach driver, had been sold by his master, to 
meet the loss occasioned by his horses being precipitated 
into the river, through the falling of a bridge. The price 
of the slave (who barely escaped breaking his neck) waa 
undoubtedly an equivalent in the mind of the slaveholder. 
She, the wife, had also been sold, and once for an old 
wagon. Many heartrending accounts were related to me 
by their weeping wife and daughters, coucerning many 
circumstances in connection with slavery within their own 
personal knowledge ; but I must forbear the recital, and 
return to those incidents, more immediately connected 
with the subject of my history. 

During our residence in New York, Mr. Brown, was in- 
duced to call at the Phrenological Office of the Fowlers, 
more as a matter of curiosity than otherwise. Being a 
perfect stranger, his policy was to say little as possible — 
assuming the most careless, indiffeient air (a perfect non- 
chalance.) The chart given by Mr. O. S. Fowler, is con- 
sidered by his friends as almost a perfect likeness of his 
natural traits and character. He pronounced him at once, 
a public man, and engaged on moral subjects, and as an 
advocate of human rights. His intellectual and moral 
qualities are represented as so combined, as to constitute 
a radical Reformer ; and, as also possessed of those quali- 
ties, that rendered him eminently social, and an attached 
friend in the domestic relations of life. His mental activ- 
ity, or nervous temperament, far superceded his fitaiity 
and strength of system. 

He remarks in his written character, that he " is called 
imprudent, but is in fact cautious. Does things in an 
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original way— is sui generis and toto ce!o— mind naturally 
passes rapidly — rpossess versatility of talent. With the 
highest reasoning powers, he also united great firmness and 
stability ot ohai aetei', yet possessed of too little self-respect 
or esteem. This deficiency was however, in a great 
measure obviated by his string love of approbation, and 
large conscientiousness. ' Hii organ of benevolence, he 
states of the highest order, wuh large ideality and mirth- 
fblness, causing him to argue through the reductio ad 
aibsardum and the satire sometimes intermingled with 
his lectures, may have caused in part the ire and opposi- 
tion of his enemies. Of his propelling or exeicutive facul- 
ties, he says, " you have enough high pressure in your 
composition to build two steam boats and keep them 
running — -go through every thing with a positive force." 
" Is cautious in commencing, but whisn he has begua 
stops for no one and no thing." It was this determined 
force and resolution in acting, that caused many to sup- 
pose him reckless and imprudent ; but this was not the 
case. No onei calculated results or counted the cost 
more closely than he did ; and the opposition he received 
in the moral enterprises of the day, were what he antici- 
pated, in view of past history, the prophecies of Christ, 
and the present state of public opinion. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

fhe Slave Musician — A Western Tour— Letters — ^Visits Massachusetts— 
Betum to Albany—Gontinnation of Efforts in behalf of the Slave — 
jSfr. Brown's Political Views— His continued interest in the Temper- 
ai^e Cause— Letter to the Mayor of Albany. 

Among the escaped fugiti ves, at this season of our 
journ in Newf Yorfe^ two arrived from North Carolina, in 
company with a^^^iiiite man as their assumed master. 
One of t^e sl^jgs had been celebrated violinist, and 



theatrical player in some of ih^ cities of the 90Utb. Hio 
mudoa! skill, manners and conrersatioQ were such aa 
evisee the truth of his stat^ents. 

This summer, Mr. Bi(mn was enabled to fulfil his loag 
contemplated project of visiting " the West." We accot-r 
dingly started from New Yopk the latter partij of June ; 
having made previous arrangements to hold a series of 
Conventions on our route to Wisconsin. The fugitive 
slave musician accompanied us some part of the way, 
and his performances as a player, added much to the in- 
terest of the meetings. He seldom spoke, except when 
interrogated by the audience, and then his answers were 
always pertinent and to the point. 

Agreeable to invitation, on " the Fourth" of July, we 
attended a County Convention at Canandaigua. 

An extract from the Official Report in reference to the 
occasion, is as follows ; — 

The large Court House in the village, was filled at an 
early hour by the sterling yeomanry from every town in 
the county, and such firmness and determination as appar- 
ently influenced the immense assembly, we have never 
witnessed in any Convention of the kind held in this 
county heretofore. 

After an eloquent address by Abel Brown, of Alba^iy, 
who in a clear and forcible manner described the infiu- 
ence of the slave power on the North — the sufferings of 
our enslaved brethren — the inevitable ruin into which 
slavery is ndly hurrying the whole country, and the 
guilt of rth in sustaining this system of cruelty and 

blood,- siness Committee reported the following, 

among ^ resolutions of a spirited character, which 
received unanimous assent of the Convention. 

Eesolved, That the wickedness and hypocrisy of the 
people of this country, is fully manifested — in boasting of 
their freedom and Independence, while they hold 2,600,-! 
000 of their fellow countrymen in chains and slavery j 
and we are loudly called upon to^ay, to humble ourselves 
before God, to confess our sins and seek forgiveness — by 
breaking every yoke and letting the oppressed go free/' 
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The Convention were much annoyed by the noise of a 
cannoni wbieh some gentlemen of Canandaigua placed 
under the Court House windows. The motives \vhich 
actuated those who placed the gun in that position., were 
duly appreciated by the Convention, 

Thomas? Pollock, a very intelligent fugitive, three 
weeks jfrom North Carolina, gave a very interesting ac- 
count io the Convention, of his sufferings and escape 
from slavery. 

- Liberty songs were suag by Mrs. Brown. 

" A nobler strife, the yrorld no'er saw 
The enslaved to. disenthral ; 
I am a soldier for the fvar, 
Whatever may befall." 

JOHN MOSHER, Secretary. 
Canandaigua, July 4, 1843. 

A letter from our estimable friend Henry Bradley, ad- 
dressed to C. T. Torrey, is given in reference to other 
Conventions in that vicinity. 

Fmn Yann^ July lOi^i, '43. 
Great anxiety, is every where felt by the friends of the 
slave and of humanity, to hear of the advances of the 
cause and of its triumphs ; for it begins to have triumphs ; 
or rather in the midst of the weary and desolate desert of 
long continued ecclesiastical, political and mob opposition, 
and violence, we have come to find not only an occasional, 
but frequently a refreshings Oasis, or what I suppose Al- 
van Stewart would call — ^the luxury of abolition. Last 
Thursday and Friday, we held an Antislavery Mass Con- 
vention, at the village of Branchport, in the town of Jeru- 
salem in this county, where no meetings of the kind had 
ever before been held. The devoted and untiring agent 
af the Albany Vig. Committee, Rev. Abel Brown, with 
his young wife, who can both sing and speak for the 
slave, and a gentlemen from the south, nearly white, the 
son of a Congressman, who within a few days, has under- 
gone the magic transformation which changes a personal 
<ihattel into a man, were present, and contributed greatly 
to the interest of the meeting. It is due the good people 
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of BraEchport, to say that their dooro and their hearts 
were open, the one to receive abolitionists, the other to 
receiv'2 the truths they brought witli them. Nevev was 
hospitality more generous or unfeigned. 

Mr. Brown came to this pkce from Canandaigua, where 
he bad been invited by the friends of freedom, to address 
the people on the 4th of July. The cause of impartial 
liberty was too unholy to be admitted into the church, and 
was thrust into the Court House, that a shooting, drum- 
ming, coM water and patriotic celebration might occupy 
the meeting house. Not satisfied with this, a cannon was 
placed under the windows of the Court House, whose ar- 
guments were really much louder thar Mr. Brown's, 
but, quite contrary to the intentions of the pious movers, 
only served to fill the honest yeomanry with disgust for 
such patrician arrogance. A committee was appointed to 
wait on " the powers that be," to have the gun removed j 
but the people interposed and SWORE that their minister 
and the deacons of the church were the best men in the 
world, and that if the caanon did not drive abolition out 
of the place, the church would be divided. 

What a change has come over the land ! A few years 
ago, all the demagogue-politicians, and all the vicious and 
* profane, were every where crying " church and state ! 
church and state !" to the top of their voices. Now we 
hear the same classes expressing the most tender solici- 
tude for the ministers and churches, and often interi)osing 
their cannon and their mobs, to secure the forme'." from 
injury, and the latter from division. Why is ali this? 
Doubtless, God in his all-wise Providence, fre^ently 
brings upon ministers, churches and individuals, tests by 
which their true character is proved and developed. 

In reference to the agitation produced by the Conven- 
tions, Mr. Brown writes, — The opposers had, of their 
own free will and accord, placed themselves in a; hostile 
position, and were determined to make one desperate 
effort to destroy the abolition influence in Canandaigua ; 
thereby rendering it absolutely necessary, either to forsake 
the field or batter down the fortress of the enemy. With 
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moh. a systematic opposition I was iavited to address 
ihe Convention, I was thus placed in a situation which 
dem&sided a mighty eifort on my part. That I did my 
duty faithfuliy, I will not say ; that I rebuked as sharply 
as the case demanded, I do not beliere. 

That I did my duty, as far as I was capable, I freely 
confess. That I say hard things, I do no\'. deny, but I 
never say them for ahe purpose of revenging any per^nal 
aninLosities, for I have none to gratify. 

I regret the circumstances which rendered it necessary 
f&e me to talk as I did ; I did no more than was necessary 
So remcve the objections, which the men who feel them- 
selves aggrieved had, unasked, publicly made against the 
cause of abolition. If their objections were fiitile, the 
fault was not mine. Duty to God and his insulted poor ^ 
required me to utterly annihilate every objection to the 
Anti-Slavery cause." 

The occasion was one of deep interest to the friends of 
the cause in this place (in ctmnection with other meetings 
held at this period) and was indeed *' the ever memorable 
Fourth," shadowing forth results far in the future, which 
time has since developed, in the formation of a new church 
established on those high and holy principles inculcated 
by our Saviour, who is emphatically styled the Deliverer 
of his people from sin and oppression. 

On giving ian account of a visit myself at Niagara Falls, 
in writing Rev. C. Bradford, under date of July 21st, 
Mr. Brown remarks ; 

I have been so overwhelmed with Anti-Slavery duties, 
that I^lid not have time to visit the Falls with Mrs. B. In- 
deed, I did not think she had sudicient health to attend all 
the meetings, and travel nights into the bargain ; therefore 
gave her three days respite at the Falls. We rra in good 
health, and leave on Monday, P. M. for the " far west." 
The I&ke is very fine and the shore inviting. My kind 
regards to all. Thankful for past favors and hoping their 
continuance — 

I am as ever. Your Brother, 

A. BROWN. 
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A few sketches of our western journey are given, mostly 
from the pen of Mr. Brown, written at intervals on our 
route, as time and leisure would permit. 

Steamboat Illinois, Aug. 9, 1843. 

Deak Torrey : 

Seated, between Chicago and Mihvaukie, on the deck 
of this noble vessel, enjoying the delightful breezes of 
lake Michigan, I write you this letter. My wife is also 
engaged in writing you a letter ; and as you are a great 
favorite among the ladies, and are always disposed to fa- 
vor them, I shall not write a letter for publication. 

I have sounded the Abolitionism of Michigan, and I 
assure you, that it is as deep as the sorrows of the slave 
and as abiding as the waters of the " great deep." It 
would greatly refresh you to enjoy the society of the 
noble men who compose the Executive Committees of the 
societies of Michigan and Illinois. . , , . . . . 

Soon aftei my arrival at Chicago, a very fine span of 
horses, attached to a regular yankee wagon, drove up to 
the door of friend Eastman. The driver was a noble 
looking man, and there were two or three noble looking 
men with him, and they politely invited me to occupy a va- 
cant seat, and enjoy a delightful ride to Grove, (30 miles) 
and attend an Anti- Slavery meeting. I soon learned that 

our driver was no less a personage than ~ Collins, Esq. 

one of the oldest and noblest settiers of the city ; and that 
the gentleman by my side was also a lawyer, and that the 
horses and carriage were owned by Mr. C. and are kept 
for the purpose of carrying a certain class of passengers, 
who travel north, for their own accommodation. Just 
think of it — a Lawyer keeps a team and uses it to comfort 
and bless- the slave; and what is still better, this same 
lawyer, like H. Dresser, Esq. of New York city, defends 
these same despised sl§ves before the druel courts, against 
the more cruel laws of the slavery-ridden Illinois. But to 
the ride. 

We were soon nearly out of sight of land on the broad 
ocean of a prairie, (surely a splendid scene,) with here 
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and there a small island of timbered land, and a yankee 
residence. After about four hours ride, we stopped at the 
house of another Vermonter, and found his barn well rig- 
ged for a meeting, which assembled in due time, and was 
addressed by the gentlemen who accompanied me, as also 
by myself. The women were there and cheered us on by 
their words and smiles of approbation. The meeting was 
large considering the sparsenesa of the population. And 
the abolitionism was none of the half-way sort — there 
are no fence men here ; but the friends feel deeply 
and think more deeply than many Eastern aboiitionists. 
They are certainly more decided ; they have more to con- 
tend with. Almost all of them are subject to indictment 
under State law, but Lovejoy-like they are unmoved. We 
rode back to Chicago after iO o'clock at night. 

My sheet is full, and I cannot now write of the very 
large meeting at Chicago, or of the kind hospitalities 
received there. However, they were worthy of the grea,t 
land in which those who proffered them live. May God 
bless the friends of Michigan and Illinois! Their kind- 
ness will never be forgotten. The good will bless them — 
the slaves will bless them — and God will certainly bless 
them with life everlasting ! Come to the West, if you want 
to see a people who are full of great hearts and great 
tiioughts. 

I leave the boat, to go still west, at Milwaukie. I will 
write you when I get upon the Mississippi. 

Yours, as ever, . A. BROWN. 

Milwaukie, Aug. 18, 1843. 

Friend Jackson, 

Through a kind Providence, we have been enabled to 
cpmplele our journey in health and safety. Our route 
has been rather circuitous : for the purpose of holding 
Conventions at various places in New York, Michigan, 
Illinois and the territory of Wisconsin — and a most pleas- 
ant tour it has been, I'll assure you, which is all I can 
say ibf it at present, as it would take a port-folio to de- 
soyibe all I could wish, respecting its scenes, the beautiftil 
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lakes, and more than all, the enterprise and intelligence 
of the inhabitants of this western world. I think I now 
begin to understand a little what is meant by the " Giant 
West," having seen a small portion of its noble features. 

I must now give you a short account of our Anti-Sla- 
very visits, numbering fifty or more, since we started 
from New York, during all of-which we have been moat 
cordially received, and have met with no opposition of a 
public character, with the exception of meetings at Ca- 
nandaigua on the ever memorable 4th, and a little skir- 
mish at Buffalo ; however, it is hardly worth mentioning, 
if the cause is not hindered thereby, which is seldom the 
case, when Abolitionists are " on duty." At Detroit, we 
stopped a_few days, and were kindly admitted to hold a 
meeting in the Baptist church. Some few seemed deeply 
interested for the slave, but from what I could learn, I 
judged that the community generally were in a quietus ; 
they had received no lecture for some time, and it seemed 
that the subject was seldom agitated, except in the occur- 
rence of a slave being judicially arrested, when the colored 
people exhibited no little signs of practical commotion. 
Anything, thought I, but a " dead calm :" nther give the 
powder and ball of Canandaigua, and let me hear the 
cannon's thundering voice ; then I should know that 
something was at work. (I am a non-resistant you know.) 
The church seems to have thrown the death-pall over the 
slave's redemption, in that city, for I was told that on the 
anniversary of Independence day, a Sabbath School cele- 
bration was held, and that a delegation previous was sent 
from the African church to the committee of the three dif- 
ferent churches, beseeching them to allow the colored chil- 
dren of their Sabbath school, 'x> join them in the Universal 
Jubilee — and I cannot t)Ul weep while I write they re- 
fused ! O ray God, has it come to this that children who 
know no prejudice of color, cannot associate together, for 
an hour or a day, in the joyousness of their hearts, to 
thank God, and bless his name for the glorious privi- 
leges of the Gospel, and for the gift of his Son to save the 
lost and perishing children of men? And yet said a 
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young lawyer to me, with a very serious air, "the 
committee thought the parents of the white children would 
be unwilling that they should associate with the colored 
children, because of their degradation in morals" due- 
ry — was it not in condition ? and even if it were in morals, 
was it not owiiig to the condition into which they had 
been throton by their cruel ^r^udice and neglect for their 
spiritual welfare ? 

• We next visited Ann Arbor, by invitation from brother 
Beckley, the able editor of the Signal of Liberty. Here 
we found quite a different atmosphere, and we could seem 
to breathe freer, and even the face of nature looked more 
pleasing, for we had found the liberly-loving spirit ever 
inspiring and active in the cause. Mr. B. is a preacher 
of rigkfeotisness in that place, and not of sect merely, I 
conclude, for he now supplies two different churches, the 
Methodist and Baptist, unitedly. Mr. B. is of the True 
Wesleyan order, and a seceder or ** come-outer " from the 
Methodist Episcopal body. On the Sabbath, Mr. Brown 
preached as usual, and in the evening gave two Abolition 
lectures at the Baptist church, and the evening following 
at the Court House. The day after, we stopped at Jack- 
son, where wo found Mr. Treadwell, author of a highly 
valuable work on Slavery. Through his influence, we 
w^re enabled to hold two entensive meetings ; much in- 
terest was manifested-— and I ought to say, also, tbaf 
much credit is due to Dr. Willson, the notorious rebel from 
Canada, who is now the proprietor of a fine Temperance 
House in that place, and a spirited character in every 
good cause. He told me that what grieved him most jof 
all, as a " refugee," was the taunts given him by British 
royalists, saying, that while endeavoring to flee from a 
land of cemV oppression, he had come to a land where a 
sixth portion of its inhabitants were deprived of all their 
rights. 

On leaving Jackson, we passed through many a pleas- 
ant town, and among them Marshall, to which place six 
(}^1 ayes had recently escaped, and were overtaken by their 
inhuman pursuers ; but not a person could be marshalled 
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ia this noble town ** to deliver up the fugitive^!," — so they 
were obliged to leave without them. I mentioa circum- 
stances like these, to give you a clue to the prospect of 
Anti-slavery in Michigan, or in some of its leading towns, 
which generally amounts to about the same thing, for what 
is true of them serves as a kind of index to the whole 
State. 

Proceeding on our way, we passed through the wilds of 
Michigan, or oak-openings, forming natural parks, where 
the wild deer roam, with an occasional lake or marsh, ad- 
ding variety and beauty to the effect, (once the hunting 
ground of the Indian, whose marks might £>tiJl be seen 
upr>n many a tree.) And here I almost forgot the slave, 
when I remembered the wrongs of the red man ; and as 
the last glimmering rays of the sun lingered among the 
trees, so faded his dying hopes, as he gaz^d a long fare- 
well to his forest home. 

On reaching St. Josephs, we took u boat across the 
Lake to Chicago. This is a fine city, combining all the 
facilities and advantages of " the West." Here, again, we 
found Anti-slavery friends, among whom are found some 
of the most influential citizens of the place. Indeed, we 
are quite sure of finding some of the very best people on 
our way, for only such are engaged in our cause. We 
there held a series of meetings, in the First Presbyterian 
and Baptist Churches, to crowded and attentive audiences. 
The tide of public sentiment seems to be rising above 
their laws, and as a brother remarked to me, to be an Ab- 
olitionist here, means something, for we are obliged often 
to help off a fugitive at the hazard of the law, which in- 
fir.^<ts a penalty of a fine for so doing not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding six months 
in the County Jail. And for this very reason the brother 
of the martyred Lovejoy, is soon to answer to an indict- 
ment for feeding, 61othing and comforting a woman named 
Agnes. Mr. Lovejoy intends to plead his own case, at 
which time a good convention will undoubtedly be held. 

Since coming to this Territory, we have held meetings 
nearly every evening during the v/eek past, at Prairieville, 
15 
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where the people are in a great measure already abolition- 
ized. Here also we found the same frankness and readi- 
ness to hear on this, as on every other moral topic, which 
characterizes the western people. 

To-day we arrived at Milwaukie, which name signifies 
a pleasant place, and indeed it is. The natural scenery 
exhibits a great variety, resembling that of New England 
somewhat, iri its abrupt declivities, trees and shrubbery, 
and commanding prospect. The view of the lake is very 
fine, extending to a great distance. Yet amid aU the love- 
liness of Wisconsin, what signifies flowery banks? A 
slave hunter is at this moment in pursuit of his prey, with 
his pistol in his pocket — a slave girl from St. Louis having 
escaped to this place for refuge. She is now secreted by 
the colored people, and will not probably be taken, for the 
simple reason that she cannot be found, though a posse of 
constables are laying in wait for her, at various points and 
stations. 

At Prairieville we were happy to meet with a brother 
Abolitionist, by the name of Matthews, an Englishman, 
and a Baptist clergyman. He was sent to this region by 
the Home Missionary Society, but has withdrawn himself 
from their support, being unwilling to receive the "price 
of blood" from their treasury. Mr. M, informed me that 
he had travelled through the greater part of Wisconsin as 
a revolutionizer on the question of abolition. He says that 
societies hare been established at nearly every part of the 
Territory, and that in the south-western portion, some ab- 
olitionists reside, formerly of Kentucky and other slave 
States, but who left from their utter abhorrence of slavery, 
that they might escape its influence. 

It seems peculiarly important that the peopJe of this 
Territory, should be set right in relation to this subject, in 
its infancy before they have assumed state laws and are 
admitted into the Union as one of the Confederacy. 
>!^g are abbut to start for home, in order to reach Buff- 
alo on the 31st, to attend the National Convention, and 
anticipate much pleasure in our journey round by the 
Jakes. C. S. BROWN. 
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P. S, I have written at the request of Mr. Brown, as 
well as from vny own inclination, that our friends might 
hear from us, through the columns of your paper, if you 
please. C. S. B. 

Letter to the Editok of the Albany Patriot. 

Prairie Village, Wis. Ter., August 18, 1843, 
Rev. C. T. Torrey, — Here in this land of " great 
hearts" I write you a short account of the progress of Ab- 
olitionism. The evening of ray arrival there was a great 
meeting ; the next day two meetings, and the next three 
meetings, and then one a day until I have now been six 
days here, and have been permitted to lecture eight times 
to very large audiences. The people here are wide awake, 
determined to trample slavery in the dust. The Baptist 
minister. Rev. Mr. Miner, and the Presbyterian minister. 
Rev. Mr. Curtis, were not only ready to aid, but prepared 
the way before-hand for the reception of the truth, and 
were sufficiently grateful for it to feel in their pockets and 
make donations to aid those who proclaimed it. Be not 
surprised when I tell you that where this village now 
stands, five years ago two log houses enclosed its entire 
population. Now there are four Churches, an Academy ; 
stores, taverns, flouring mills, &c. &c. The Anti-slavery 
meetings were cheered by the music of the excellent Pe- 
wakie band. • It would have made you feel that slavery was 
dying, to have heard the liberty stirring strains from the 
instruments of those noble young men, as they died away 
upon the extensive aud fertile plains that surround that 
lovely village. I heard a slave catcher from Mississippi 
cursing the Prairieville Abolitionists. He said they were 
all a pack of thieves, and it was of no use to go there af- 
ter a slave. 

I came here to rest, Lu. a few more such months of rest 
would send me to my final resting place. Within the last 
seven weeks, myself and wife have attended fifty eight 
meetings, in all of which we have taken a prominent part, 
and Lave travelled over 1500 miles. We have every where 
been received in the kindest manner, and every attention 
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has been shown us which heart couW; wish. I think we 
ought to call these western men *' great hearted Abolition- 
istSy" for fch-^y are certainly the most noble set of men that 
i ever saw. Ikifore them slavery begins to trefiablep and 
ere long it wiU tumble to earth, and probably to the pit 
Yours as ever, ABEL BROWN". 

Beam Boat Cleveland, 25/A August, 1843. 
EmroR OF THE Counts YMANj 

Dpar Sir : — I am now half way between Detroit and 
Cleveland, on board this noble steamer returhin^g from a 
delightful trip to Illinois and. Wisconsin territory. We 
left Chicago on Tuesday morning la^. Have had a very 
pleasant passage. This boat is worthy of the patronage 
of the travelling public. 

You will be pleased, I doubt not, to learn that the cause 
of abolition is rapidly advancing in Illinois and Wisconsin 
territory. In the Congressional District occupying the 
N. E. corner of HI. the liberty vote was over 15500, and 
that too, without any extra exertions on the part of abo- 
litionists. I think that is the Banner District in the U. S. 
Living, as you do, about 700 miles from that State, you 
can hardly realize the difficulties which our friends are 
obliged to encounter. Subject to indictment and impris- 
onment for giving the poor a piece of bread, and surround- 
ed by a class of men who delight to worry and devour 
them — -constantly harassed with suits at law, and the mora 
dreadful acts of mob violence, yet they quietly and with a 
firm step carry forward their benevolent efforts for the re- 
demption of their brethren in bonds. I enjoyed a n^iraber of 
interesting meetings with the friends in Chicago and vi- 
cinity. They are usually men of piety and starn integrity, 
who are even ready to sacrifice their property, reputation 
and life if necessary to advance the cause.— They certain- 
ly deserve the prayeps and aid of every friend of the *>p- 
prleasad.— -Even at Chicago, I saw a number of men or 
monsters from Missouri, in pursuit of fugitives, They 
were armed with pistols and dirks, and have the law all on 
their side. Still I do not know an Abolitionist in Chicago 



who woold not protect the poor feeing fugitive to the last. 
God bless tJie Illinois ahoUtimhts, is the spoKtaweoiss emo- 
ticn of my heart. 

hi Wisconsin Territory I tbund a noble baad of men. 
I lectured there;, and in JiHucis to very large audiences. 
I weut there to leat, but a few more such rests, and I sliali 
Had my final resting place. They flocked to hea^. in great 
aumbers, and told the slave catchers to their faces, that 
law or no law, they would protect any and every slave, 
that came among them. There were men at Milwaakie 
and in the vicinity, during my entire stay^ in search of 
slaves. The law is on their side, but who can resist the 
people, when they arise in the strength of the God of Is- 
rael.— Sickness and weariness prevented me from visiting 
Belavan, but I heard a good report of that place. I had 
eJ>undant evidence that the Devil and all his pro-slavery 
legions hate its very name. Old Perry may rejoice, that 
God accounted her worthy to plant a colony like that at 
Delavan. Those brethren, who went from your place and 
planted the standard of truth, lived not in vain. They are 
dead but their names yet live, and their influence is felt 
for forty or fifty miles around. 

During my passage from Chicago, I have had as a com- 
panion. Rev. Owen Lovejoy, of PrinceiOii 111., a brother 
jof the MarXyr. He is truiy one of the noble men of ?iarth. 
He intends, I besieve, to plead his own 9ause. Ka hae 
been harassed by the slave power constantly, yet he does 
not appear in the least discouraged. Meets optposition 
with cheerfulness; murmurs not that his time and money 
are tora from him in the cause of the slave. May he lon^ 
live to enjoy the luxury of doing good, and then rest with 
the just in that mansion above, where no opposition can 
disturb his re{»ose. 

Yours in labors abundant, 

ABSL BROWN. 

to. Sec. of E. N. Y. A. S. Soc'y, 

On our return from Wisconsin, we attended the Nar 
clonal Convention held at Buffalo^ where somesixorsevea 
"16* ^ 



t'iJOMsand people were present, assembled witliin and around 
the great Ob^rliia tent, transported from Cleavela«d, ex- 
prao^iy for the occasion. Mr. Brown was quite an:xiou3, 
it seems from a letter to C. T. Torrey, that the &'mtth ^ 
shoul]^ be represented in the delegation of certain fu- 
gitires, amply qualified to bear their testimony, respecting 
the peculiar institution, in their own persons and sufiei'ingsV 

There we met our friend and coadjutor, Torrey, and 
joined together in holding meetings at various places, ia- 
direcjtly, or our reute t6 Albany. 

In September, we visited Massachusetts, fortbepurpc je 
of seeing friends, and aiding the cause in which we were 
engaged. Mr. Brown being obliged soon to return to his 
labors in N. Y., I remained a:t the home of my nativity, 
until his return some weeks subsequent. During his ab- 
sence, he wrote me a constant description of his labors. 
A few extracts therefrom are given. . 

ATbcmtfy^aturdaif Morning y Sept. M2d, lQ45i. 
Ever Dear Catharine ; — I hardly know how happy I 
should be to see you this niorning, but as I cannot, I for- 
bear to say more respecting it Well, we hiad a glorious 
meetiEg of three days continuance at Canastota. The 
large house was filled to overwhelming day and night, and 
the interest was intense. We had one discussion vrhich 
lasted twelve hours. 

' . . . . . Torrey made a great war speech upon 

another resolution, but it was lost by one tremenduous 
" No." So we are no war and no insurrection men and 
wtHnen too. ..... 

I almost forgot to tell you, that last night, I lectured on 
the steps of the Capitol, in connection with Torrey and 
i^oodwin. Tomorrow I go to duaker street. . . . 

Ever Dear C. ; . . : Here I am in an Abolition 
meeting in the Court House of Schoharie County. I^ewis 
Wpshingtom is talkingj and all are looking upon biin with 
sntease interest. He ia now making a most thrilliog 
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speech respecting the miseries of the Slave ; and I am 
writing to tell Gatharine,! yeally wish she was here. . 

€ouid I sit down in your society^ and have with us those 
dear, dear children, ! should be as happy as outward cir- 
cumstances would permit. The field that I am called to 
occupy is not pleasant to my natural taste, but OLts which 
I believe God requires me to occupy, and one fr m which 
I must not flee, if I would have the blessing of God ; and 
one that I must coJatinne for a space of time to occupy. 
Lewis talks with so much pathos^ that I cannot write. 

• a • • * •••• 

My labors in this state are more apjMreciated than ever 
before. They say, I am more prudent, but they on the 
contrary are opening th«r eyes wider. 

I am desirous of your company in the northern Coun- 
ties, and think it would greatly add to the interest of all 
meetings. I also should be happy to have you visit the 
south eastern part of the State, should it be convenient ; 
as alsCJ L. I. and New York, and in the spring we can^ I 
trust, settle somewhere, and find as much leisure as wlii 
be proper for us to enjoy. ; , . . . 

I wish I was with youi O how pleasant that fire around 
which you all sit while I am in this cold office, plotting a 
campaign against the enemy of God and man. 

Dear wife, adieu, for a few days only, I hope. May 
God bless you and your husband and all friends. 

Yours as ever, ABEL. 

ChesfeTy Warren Co. N. Y., Oct. 11, 1843. 
Ever Dear Catharinb :— -I have to day been peiit in, 
by mountains as high as jgrass or trees can grow, rising 
above each other in indescribable masses of rugged piles, 
which make me tremble as I approach — any part of Mass- 
achusetts is a plain, when compared with what I have 
passed to. day. One mountain, which I think is located in 
the town of Warrensburgh, about twice as hjgb as Wachu- 
sett, (I cannot speli it) was perfectly bare — a mass of solid 
granite; enough to build ten, if hot one; hundred such 
cities as New York. I had so much AnHslavery to at- 



tend to, that X bad ver j little time to look up; and it is 
now of BO use, as the rocks are so high, that I cannot 
see the top, Yet I am now in a very quiet place in b, 
T^perance house, (parlor very neat and comfortable) 
thinking, what a fool I was, to let Catharine Swan Brown 
stay in that nest so good and lovely, and I wander off in 
this lan4^ of hpls and glens alone. . . « . . . . . 

I repeived your letter with more than a glad heart, but 
was so overwhelmed with duties, that I had no time to 
write; 

I was in Albeuiy only fro(n Thursday 3 o'clock P. M. to 
Friday morning 6 o' clocks and did not get the morning's 
mail before I left. Went to. the printing office, wrote let- 
ters for two County Meetitigs, &c. &c. Ordered a cab 
to drive me back to my office — took my valise, bag &.C., 
and was driren at a mad rate to the Railroad, just in time 
to take the cars— went like an arrow to Schenectady ; met 
my noble companion, Lewis Washington, whom I found 
ready to join me m a hearty laugh. He took the oars at 
Troy on that beautiful road, and in one of the most splen- 
did cars ; and like any other gentlemen sat where he found 
a seat. The conductor came and oidefed him behind the 
door. . But Mr. W. asked if the seats behind the door were 
any cheaper, than any other seats ; and was told, they were 
not. He then said, he was a gentleman, and should ride 
where he pleased ; and they might help themselves if they 
co.uJd. After considerable wrath, they left him to glory in 
his conquest alone, once. After hearing this, I went to 
the office and asked the agent for the company, if they in- 
tended to insult a colored man, on the Troy road ? and 
after considerable hesitation, was told, that they always re- 
quired them to sit behind the door. So now for another 
warfare. . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 

We went on to Ballston Springs — Took our breakfast a 
few minutes before eleven o'clock — had a great County 
convention, and next day went on to Corinth, in time for 

Mo meeting, where we continued two days; ftnd left, 
Joaded with invitations to returji nnd Jbring my dear wife 
with me. Next morning, (Mon^ iy) rode down in sight of 
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2t place where the waters of the Hudson river roll in majes- 
tic splendor, over a perpendicular lock of from sixty to 
eighty feet—a grand sight it would have been, for my dear 
Catharine and sister Clara. Then passed over a road, 
. that made me glad to hope that I was never to see it again ; 
unless I went to do penance — the rocks, the rocks! I can- 
not describe them. Five miles, brought us to the river 
again, and then a plain, and fine road to Glens Palls, 
Then to Sandy Hill, where I found my old friend Steph- 
en Lee, an old S^volutionary soldier, with his wife most 
dear, and his daughter very kind. Good people — Heaven 
bless them. . . ... . . . . • . • • • • 

Next morning proceeded on our way to Caldwell, pass- 
ing over a fine road through a beautifully romantic coun- 
try, amid mountains and winding ravines, crystal streams, 
and beautiful Lakes, until we arrived in sight of Lake 
George, which lies with evening stillness, between tower- 
ing Esountains, inviting yoii to enjoy its sweet breezes and 
gentle zephyrs, with its beautiful Islands and overhanging 
and rock bound shores. How lovely, refreshing and ener- 
vating, must be its placid bosOm amid the heat of summer. 
But the inhabitants of the beautiful village on its banks, 
are a slavery and rum cursed race ; and where I expected 
to have found a hearty welcome — was met by cold re- 
pulses. The Post Master said, there was no meeting, and 
only one Abolitionist within five miles ; and no steamboat 
to convey me firom such a miserable place. However, af- 
ter much int^uiry, I found a man (who lived twenty miles 
from there) who told me that an Antislavery Convention 
was in session at a distance of fire miles, in a Baptist 
meeting house. God bless the Baptists, said I, and hired 
a boy for fifty cents to carry us on. Being in a great hur- 
ry to get his money, he drove his horse in *' hot haste," 
and soon I found myself surrounded by an audience, who 
with earnest gaze heard me yntil five o'clock. Then the 
ministers who were holding a protracted meeting, politely 
invited my fi^iend to occupy the evening ; and I will only 
say, that we gratified them until eleven o'clock. A friend 
then took me in a carriage and carried me two tmles to 
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Hon. Mr.. Richards, who had s«nt and invited us to his 
hospitable dwelling. ' „ 
I slept from twelve until six, and then found the parlor 
, with a good fire, which was graced with the presence of a 
Whig Representative, a good man, who inade us feel at 
Jipme in company with his intelligent and truly worthy ap- 
pearing wife and daughters. After our repast, Mr. Wash- 
ington arrived, and we were taken by my friend Leggett, 
and brought to this place. Dined with him and his Qua- 
ker wife, and am now writing at this Tei?iperance Louse, 
at five o'clock and twenty minutes. The tea bell is ring- 
ing, and I must go to the tabl& — then go to meeting and 

tell of the slaves' wrongs 

I expect to spend three weeks in Mass. during Nov. and 
wish to have meetings in different places. I can if you 
please, empower you to get them up. Shall send Lewis 
down to attend them. I wish to hold them soon after 
Election, and collect money to aid the poor slave in hia 
escape. I shall write Mr. Snow of Fitchburg, and Mr. 
Jones of Ashburnham, and you will ple^ confer with 
Mr. Everett, our good friend in Princeton. Last month, 
ending first Octol^r, I paid out in cash, for the committee 
at Albany, $7&,90 (most of it directly to aid fugitives( 
beside my travelling expenses and salary. I think, I shall 
get it again — I know I shall, for I have a note from Qne, 
who always pays with interest. 

P/a«s6wr^A, 24 Or/. 1843. 
EvjsB Dear Catharine ^-r-Here I am in Clinton Co., 
in the town where the celebrated battle was fought on Lake 
Champlain, during the last war. I am in an upper room, 
that Qverlooks the quiet waters that bore up the palaces of 
death, and were made red with the blood of the slain. 
The old battle ground, was yesterday pointed , out to me, 
and the place in the river, where the armies crossed and 
recrossed, and where hundreds died. The Lake with its 
numerous fertile islands is very beautiful, and while the 
mountains in the distance are covered with snow, and all 
nature seems hound in its robes of ice^ not a np|'& is seew 
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to break the quiet stillness of its bosom. Since I last 
wrote you, I have regreted a hundred limes that you and 
dear Clara were not with me. The beautifai vallies, the 
immense forests, extending as far as the eye can reach — 
the huge piles of rocks, the towering mountains and at- 
tendant scenery, have all conspired to fill me with rever- 
ence and awe, as I have passed over, through and around 
these works of God. There is one place in Essex Co. 
called "Poc'o moonshine," where you pass directly along 
the base of a mass of rocks, about eight hundred feet 
high; five hundred of the space is one solid ledge, with 
not a place of sufficient width to stand upon, and during 
a clear moonlight night is beyond description grand, and 
from its mighty summit the view is not only sublime, but 
beautiful in the extreme. There you can staiid and gaze 
south, until the sight is lost amid the windings of the 
sources of the mighty Jiudson. West, is one unbroken 
forest of crags and mountain tops, inhabited only by beasts 
of prey. North, and the eye rests upon the extensive but 
gentle slope of land, (a plain almost) reaching to the St. 
Lawrence. East, and the scene is both grand and beau- 
tiful, bordering on a gbd-like sublimity. Beneath your 
feet is the valley of a gentle stream, passing through nu- 
merous lakes, surrounded by overhanging trees — then 
rising forests, with here and there a farm-house, and its 
cultivated fields — then the ever inviting Champlain, whose 
waters quietly sleep in nature's choicest reservoir — then 
the rich farms of Vermont, spreading from north to south, 
as far as the eye can reach—and then the snow-capped 
mountains, whose summits are lost in the infinite expanse 
above. There you can stand, gaze, wonder and admire 
until you are reminded of the everlasting truth, that the 
unbalanced masses, around and beneath yoii, are only the 
specimen of a world that is balanced upon nothing ; and 
fr'A down the stillness of the scene, and adore the God, 
whoise unseen power created and sustains it all. 

Champlain, Cltriton Co. Oci. 
Ah my dear, and here I am in an upper room beside a 
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w|urra stove, wher^ o«e, who I trust, will soon read this, 
would make me very happy. I left Plattsburg at 9 o'clock 
yesterday; rode fourteen miles to Chazy— 'lectured twice, 
and Uien wasutaken by Ms, Moore, and brought seven 
iaiiles after ® o'dock at night, to this, his truly hospitafe^s 
mansioQ. I ca^ only say of them, that they are makiag 
me very comfortable. I lecture here twice this P. M. and 
evening* ^hen I go (God willing) to Moresviile, seven 
mil^, and lecture twice to-morrow, and on Friday leave 
there for Platteburgh. Thence by steamboat to St. Al- 
bans, Vt; where I lecture twice, and on Saturday take the 
steamboat to Whitehall, and then Packet to Albany. 

I intended to have returned to^ Albany last week, but 
the continued importunity cf the friends altered my plans ; 
therefore, seKt Lewis Washingtorji back to Albany i from 
whence he will go to fill appointments made for me in 
Schenectada and Schoharie Counties. 

I shall, with God's blessing, be able to meet you at 
home or at Worcester, about the 10th of Nov, I might 
perhaps be home the 9th, but that is my birth day, and I 
believe it is fashion to whip truants, upon such occasions, 
therefore I think I had better wait one day ; still I may 
venture, to risk it. . . ... . . My health is ex- 
cellent. There are many things truly delightful in this 
region, concerning which, I cannot find time to write. 

Your Ever Dear Husband, ABEL. 

Mr. Brown revisited Massachusetts^ (in November) and 
spent some weeks in a lecturing tour, accompanied by 
Lewis Washington and myself, visiting Lowell, Bostor*, 
Andover and other places, and retured to Albany the last 
of Decernber, The following month, we held an inter- 
esting series of Conventions in Fulton Co. in behalf of 
the slcive. A short account of succeeding labors, is found 
in a letter written for the, Albany Patriot. 

* From Mrs. Abel Brown. 

Ponghkeepsie, March 18, 1844. 
Brother Goodwin. — ^It is four weeks to-day since we 
started on our Anti-Slavery tour. During three weeks, 
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we visited; Del aware, Sullivan and Orange counties. We 
have ibijnd man^ir , kind friends to aid us in ou>: efforts 
^his section^ and a f?ir prospect set^ms opening for ,the,ad- 
yatncement ; pf : t\ie cause, thcagh .violent ; ^yppsilasn JJhas 
l)een rife to overthrow pur labors, and defeat pur ob^eiqt. 
At Balhi, the friends contributed liberally fpr the supppri 
pf agents in Delaware county. One gentleman oi giving 
ten dollars, remaried that he wished to have it distinctly 
understpod why he gaife that sum. He .said^ previpus to 
c,6raing into the Gpnvention he had , thought of giving five 
dollars, but, PD hearing pf the mpb the night befpre, de- 
termined to give ten, and if another disturbance of the 
Is^ind should take place the fpllpwing evening, .that Jie 
wpjild add anpther five. As the event happened, Mr.-— 
is indebted another five dollars. Among pther friends at 
Delhi, I cannpt forbear to mention our brother, the Rev. 
Mr. Wescott, who has taken a prominent stand relative to 
the caus§ in that place. The Convention being over, we 
were conveyed by pur," whole-spuled" friend St. John, to 
Walton, where we held a meeting in the evening at the 
Presbyterian church ; much interest was manifested. We 
were next conveyed by the same brother to Deposit, at 
which place we held a Convention of two days, though 
much disturbed by a company of boys and "children of a 
larger growth," who knew no more than to act as mere 
puppets of certaial^" wire-pullers " ecclesiastical and polit- 
ical (according to their own prpfessions,) yet, amid all 
ihe storm tumultuous, we trust much good was efiected. 
Here, we also found true friends, who were willing to 
share with us the contumely and reproach of a " gainsay- 
ing multitude." Rev. Mr. Mumford, pf the JBaptist 
church, assisted us much in our efibrts at that place, 99 
also Mr. St. John, brother to the one to whom I have al- 
ready alluded. We next stopped at Beaverkill, where we 
held two n^eetings, distributed quite a number pf tracts, 
and then proceeded en pur way over the Delaware hills 
£)nd into Orange county, passing through Newburgh to 
New Windsor. Here we were cordially received at i^e 
hospitable mansion of friend Roe. At this place a Con- 
16 
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veniion was held a day and two evenings. Many good 
fVicnds fi'om abroad were presenit, among whom was Mr. 
Kingsley, formerly professor in the Military Academy at 
We^t Point and an officer of thie United States navy or 
vam^. He seemed zealously interested for the slave and 
spoke what he knew from personal observation concern- 
ing the system, and corroborated many statements made 
by the speaker, (Mr. Brown.) In conclusion, he said 
that it was not in his power to labor in the field at this 
time^ he would therefore make a donation for the distribn- 
tionu of tracts and such other efforts as might be made in 
that section. Since coming to that place, I have, endeav- 
ored to interest the "colored people" in behalf of the 
islave; have held t n-o meetings, at Zion's church. Univer- 
sal interest prevailed. Many' tracts were taken by them 
and a subscription given. Several fugitive slaves were 
present, being resid^t in this place. One remarked to 
me after the meetings were over, that the account given 
of the treatment of slaves (to use his ov/n Words) seemed 
very natural to him. We are about making arfangements 
for a series of Conventions in Dutchess county, which we 
shall hope to fulfil (the Lord prospering) in the course of 
two or three weeki^. 

Yours, C. S. BROWN. 

Mr; Brown has also visited Ulster cotiinty, where he hag 
also made arrangements for met tings. C. S. B. 

In gliding over the numerous Conventions, held by Mr. 
Brown, I dm obliged to omit many incidents of interest, 
blended with the intercourse of friends on those genial 
occasions. " One, however, is worthy of insertion in this 
placei, on account of the intimate relation of the subject 
with the spirit arid laws of our Nation's Charter. While 
at Delhi, a Scotchman called on Mr. Brown, to ask his 
advice with regard to citizenship ; saying, "oan I take 
the x>ath to support the Constitution, and help maintain 
the laws of the country that rob the poor slave of his 
rights ? " I never shall forget the sober, thoughtful ex- 
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pression of the gpo^ old man's face ; God bless him ! I 
know not llJ". tirown's reply— I could not wait for it ; but 
cried out, No» never ! " , 

The views of Mr. Brown in reference to political action, 
were briefly these : 

Voting — he looked upon as an instrumentality, to turn 
the political machinery of this country, to operate in favor 
of the slave— he thought it calculated to operate on the 
slaveholder's mind — saying, he would count votes ! He 
indulged the idea, that mere abstraction in principles 
or theory, would never free the slave — to use his own 
words, that a Platform of laws had been framed, and been 
laid on the persons of the slaves ; until, they were literally 
crushing theni to death— that on this platform, stand the 
two great political parties, and also the American Church 
— including Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, &.c. — that 
to relieve the slave, each person must jump off; and by so 
doing, counts one ; and by putting his shoulder under Ihe 
platform, counts two. In short, if he jumps off, it is to 
render some practical aid, and in one way — by voting he 
9ct«ally is endeavoring to upset this platform now resting 
upon the heads of the slave. . 

The writer confesses her inability to do justice to this 
subject, as presented by himself. Su0ice it to say, that 
being often used by him as an illustration, it assumed the 
name of " Brown's Platfokm Argument," and was con- 
sidered a very lucid argument of the system and the means 
to be used for its overthrow. 

In visiting the south eastern portions oT N. Y. State, 
we were often compelled to stop at those public places, 
where the deadly, poison of the intoxicating draught spread 
its pestilential influence the entire villages around ; and 
such were the baneful and, extended effects of those pois> 
onous streams — that no friend of human rights, could be 
heard to effect, if even allowed to speak^ in behalf of the 
poor and down-trod den- slave. Such was the case in Ulster 
County, where Mr. Brown had made appointments to 
lecture; being thus thwarted in his design— he was led 
again, to eiomipe his duty, in relation to the cause of 
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Temperance j and 9t a point of the enemy, , wiiere hfs 
influence could be most Mt and Was moal needed. 

Under these circumstencea, he was itidu6ed to make ah 
appeal to the i^ublic, in the iorrti of a' CitcuJaf,~-|ji:ddrfe^sed 
tp the Mayor of Albany ; wherein, he gave a statement of 
factp, relative to th^ rinraber of hbuses used for ^ the nale 
of spirituous Ji<juor8 ; such nuniber being ilo less than 
hundred, through the direct sanction and license of the 
Mayor and Authorities of the city. He also' depicted, thfe 
direful effects thereof — and evec the ms^r4Vn/?is consequeii- 
ces, in some instances^ resulting from thigj legal sanction 
and approval ; in cbrabination with the pervfertisd conscience 
of a professedly Christian people, in relation to this subject, 

Ou the publication of thiJ Circular, Mv. Brown received 
many anonymotia letters, containing threats of personal 
vidience, incase he did not quit the city; he however, re- 
mained undisturbed, quietly pursuing the duties marked 
out to him by the leadings of Providence. 

Letter to TiBE Editor of the American Freeman. 

Anti-Slavery Rooms, \ 
. , Albany, m/i March, lSii. y 

Very Dear S" -^The hearts of the Anti-Slavery friends 
i . -his city, have been made glad by the appearance of 
the American Freeman. To one especially, who has for 
ten years been spending his entire mental and physical 
energies in advancing a reform, it is truly refreshing to see 
friends rising up with new energies, and taking the front 
rank in freedom's holy battles. In the name of the friends 
of freedom throughout the entire valley of the Hudson, I 
bid yon a hearty "God speed." May the "American 
FreerAan" Ine Until the Colored men of Ameriba shall be 
a? free as the winds that sweejp over your fertile plains. I 
almost imagine that your atmosphere has changed. Last 
Aiigust; I was ill your town j and saw a man from Md. 
with his pistols and knives, surrounded by a host of persons 
who were aiding him in tracking and huniing ah innocent 
girl of sixteen, and I heard that same man-huntbr boast to 
a few of h>o southern friends^ while on our passage to 



Ghicaga, that he hadiall the frienda : m MUwaukjeihat rKe 
deoired, aad th«t Hq coold liave taikeu the girl with pelfect 
ease, had not ?i few ** nigges' thieves'* he- oalled^them) 
Jjjd fcer. ' Bat God be praise^,, Milwiauksc b ao ioageusthe 
slav:e hunter's huating grouad. , How does . Lawyer .Arjiold 
get aioBg 1 Hb woeiaR huutiiag busines& will I guess ;be 
smaJI ia future, unJeas ihe goes fo the land of chaiaa. 
WbeQ; I iook tip your papyfs^Nos, 1 and 3,1 could hardJy 
belieFe it possible, that such a mighty revoluiion had heeii 
wrotight within so short a time. But it is a . feahloa ycai 
western men have of goiDg the " tehnle m^" at .occe. 
Would toJjrod that Albany Dutchmen coald see th©itr«th 
as sbpn. 

You can appreciate my feelings upon reading your pa- 
per, when I indulge myself in teliing yoa a few facta 
respecting an anti-aJayery lecturer, with whom I am well 
acquainted. . He espoused the cause in 1834. Soon after 
this, he was knocked down in the streets. Then he was 
whi{:^ed with a heavy cowskin mora than fifty lashes. 
Was mobbed times without number almost On one 
occasion, he paid for putting in more than seventy lights 
of glass that had been broken oat of his house by a mob. 
Three times he wjis cruelly whipped. He was stoned 
again and again. In the winter of 1837*8, he wore an 
over coat that was completely besmeared with eggs. He 
was accustomed to aid slaves from,xnear the Virginia line, 
a little distance north, and hide them in ihe , woods. His 
wife would feed these chjldrien of sorrow and as her Jhus- 
. band was about ;to leave,, would in tears commend him to 
God, and then rising from prayer, would say, " iGo my 
liuslfand, go, for (Jo4 will be your shield." At another 
time, whjle riding v^ith his wife £md child, a gang of jniP- 
fians saw him, aii^d one of the number raised his rifle^nd 
fired—the ball passed between the horse and the unoffencl- 
ing man. . He will carry to his grave the marks ^f slavery's 
champions. You wili: not be surprised that sncli Jiae^ 
rejoice, wlaen aecesssons are made to the.cause of abolition. 
Every newspapw brings with k a blessed assur<mcet, that 
the canse is onward. It takes oJOT; a little of the .bfeavy 
16* 
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i&jEd that crushed to the ■dntih, the pioneers in this Caaa©. 

But Sir, I took my pen oaly to write a word, and ask 
joa to publish in your paper, a notice of a littie work 
herewith sent, csil^id *^ The Legion of Liberty " An ex- 
■ cellent friend in our city, who has spent hundreds— yes, 
thoasatids of dollars in the cause of the poor, has given me 
. the «8e of the plates, so that ' I «an publish th6m quite 
cheap; Soon as our canal opens, if I can find a traveller 
whp will take tbena to Buffalo,! shall send five hundred of 
them to Wisconsin. . .... 

Please excuse the liberty I haVe taken, in so freely writ- 
ing to a stranger, and yet your paper has been to me a 
pleasing introduction. Should you visit this c3ty, I shall 
- be i^ery happy to see you. 

Truly Yours, 
' ABEL BROWN, Con iSfec^y, 

Of Eastern iV. F., A, S. Socieitf 



CHAPTER XYII. ■'{ 

Airuivmaryof Eastern N; Y. Anti-Slavery Society-»Mr. Brown visUs- 
; Western N. Y.~Labor8 forctlje catae in varioM 

The letter above inserted, is of interest, as pertaining 
In somje degree to the history of Mr. Brown; in the allv- 
~sion$ incidentdlly made, iii reference to himself 

;At this seasoii, Mr. Brown was much engaged in pre- 
paring the way for the Annual Conventioit <)f the Society, 
for which he o|iiciated. His effibrtsr were also enlisted in 
a Series of Conventions, ia behalf of the cause in Duchess 
County, where he suffered with other friends, much per- 
sonal violeh6^ and abuse. He was even assailed in the 
night time, and forcibly thrust from the side walk. Yet 
muph good was effected, in arousing^ 'the attention of the 
eoimmtinity to the question of their own responsibilities in 
ref^^nce to this sin of our nation. 

0u Ijlay the 8th, 1B44, the anniversary of the Eastern 
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N. ¥. Aati^Slavery Society, was'ield at the Apollo Rootn^ 
in the city of New York. '* The Hall will contain fi&een 
hundred people. It was crowded to excess, gallery anjd 
ail, and many JiSfl fbr want of totm. The ^akerS were 
of the highest order.* On the whole, our meeting was' a 
great and good, p^d harmonious one, full of the liveliest 
and most thrilling interest, even unto the end." Among 
the results of the society, duHng the year previous, the 
following are recorded. 

First. It has co-operated, in the permanent establish- 
ment of a weekly Anti-Slavery paper. 

Second. More thant one hundred thousand Anti-Slave- 
ry Tracts, have been published and disiributed. r > 

Third. From four to nine agents have been constantly 
engaged. ^ 

Fourth. The entire northern half of the field, has been 
made a safe resort for fugitive slaves. 

Fifth. The Anti-Slavery vote, was increased more than 
three-fold, in fifteen counties in Eastern New York, over 
the vote of 1843. 

This was the last anniversary of the Society ever attended 
by Mr. Brown— -to whose efforts it will readily be conceded, 
the Society owed its prosperity and much of its vitality as aa 
organization. 

Soon after this convention, Mr. Brown visited Western 
New York, for the purpose of seeing his children, and at 
the'same time causing his voice to be heard in behalf of 
human rights/ and the holy principles of truth wherever 
necessity called, or opportunity offered. 

The' following extract, is from a letter to myself in refep- 
ence to the home of his children, under date of May 24, 
atFredonia. 

" . . : . It is very pleasant here. Ma' has a beautiful 
yard. The flowers are in blossom— Roses, Snow-balls, 
Lilli^s, &c., &c., and the fine green clover and the noble 
shade trees— all encircled by tl^ neat white fence, Robert 
was preparing when we were here list summer. I 
wish you were here, and then I should be as happy hdre 
as earthly circumstances Would permit. My dear boys 
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* 8reJie?e sBi the rboin, (enjoying' aJin^ speU of play«»g ball. 
How; teoly lovely they ata. The .cunning ■ of Cnatle?> 

ishinedi Snely, through. his eyes, as with; lightning iiaahj her 
resents every atteinpt to paes him by ^nnotjced. ^May 
Heaz^m preserve them uncont^inate^ and. pure, amid the 
corruptioGs of this wicked world. I should be very happy 
to; take them homerr-but havereluotajitly CiOncludcsd to Jet 
them remain. ; But expect to take Waltjer^ with us mxi 
Fall, if possible. This is quite a healthy location during 
the' Summer, and I think, it, will be as well: to let Walter 
remain ; although I am quite sure, that you would be able 
toiteach film many things quite useful, that must be neg- 
lected until a future time. .«>.... 

The succeediBg artie^e,^ is so characteristic of Mr. 
Brown's style of speaking on. certain occasions, that I give 
it eihtire. 

Rev. Abel Brotfn in BuFFAio. 

Dear Sir~Week before last, Wm. J. Graves, the duelist, 
and Abel Brown, the philanthropist, happened to arrive in 
oar goodly city of the iakes at the same time. On Satur- 
day eyeoing, the SOtfa instant, Graves was invited by the 
whig- leaders here to attend and address a public meeting 
in their log (board and scantling) cabin, called for the 
pujrpose of confirming the nominations of Clay and Fre- 
linghtpysen. Placards were stuck up in our principid 
streets, announcing, in staring capitals that the Hon. Wm. 
J. Graves, from Kentucky, would, by invitation, attend 
and address the people, and exhorting the lieges to rally to 
lii^n to the orator, and respond to the nomioatioi^s. At 
an announcement so bold and unexpected, Ihe community 
were thunderstruck, and for a moment paralyzed — ^while 
the whig leaders fieemed equally astonished that the pro- 
priety of their course should be questioned | they seemed, 
indeed, to think it the most unpatuiral thing in the world, 
and when expostulated with, resorted to downright denun- 
.eiation and abuse. But " a change has come over the 
spirit df their dream" — thanks, mainly to the Rev. Abel 
Browny and an awakened public sentiment. The next 
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day, [Sunday;] on which day Graves took his dfeparture^, 
all the pulpits in the ci^y were silent about the outrage, 
save one, and that one was occupied by the Rev. Abei 
Brown. .He preached on Sunday evening, at the Method 
dist church, Hurt's garden, and such a sermbn ! Buffalo 
intemperance, theatre arvi brothiel hauntingj duieiling and 
pro-slavery, were his themes. Church and clergy were 
his not forgotten. Mr. Brown thoroughly cleared the skirts 
of his garments from the blood of the city. Not a stain of 
it rests upon them. The house was so full that many-had 
to stand. For two hours the audience, ma Je up of all 
sects and parties; were eiichained, scai-cely an ifidividual 
moving in his placed ' Many were in t<wir». Startling 
truthis uttered with the utmost force and directness," were 
5«rw< into the conscience; But when the preacher came 
to speak out the name 'of Gfj'awc.s, and dej-ictfed the 6rime 
and outrage of inviting that duelist whose hands, in the 
languiige of John Q,uincy Adams, addressed to one of his 
seconds, were still " all dripping with a brother's blood," 
to stand up in this ChTisstian community, and reccmmend 
to its suffrages another veteran duelisti a thrill of horror 
ran through and electrified the assembly. The ^eaker 
was m6re than eloquent. He was sublime. Since that 
evening no one here has been afraid to- call a' dUfelist a 
murderer and to speak it right out. When cross-grained, 
knotty sins aire to be cut away from a nation's heart,, com- 
mend me to your strong, truth-edged jackpleme. Your 
fine smoothing plane is not fit for such stuff The Rev. 
Abel Brown is both the one and th6 other, however, as 
occasion demands. Yours, truly, 

ANTI-DUELIST. 

In reference to Mr. Brown's style or manner of speak- 
ing — ollentimes he has told me, that he thought he could 
reach the minds of a certain c/a55 better by this method. 
Though possessed of much ideality and taste for the beau- 
tiful in eloquence, whether spoken in the silent voice of 
nature, in meaning accents to the soul;; or dk^ayed in the 
outbursts of a heart glowing with benevolence to his fellow 
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maa^ breaking the fetters of sin and oppression, by God-like 
jEtppeals to the sfumbpring conscience^ ^ Yet he sometimes 
wa9 wil!ing^t(^ sacrifice beauty to earnestiieisS} an4 a glowing 
rhapsody to sobcrjebuke. r jE^ecially; was the jackplane 
nctcessary where the timber wajs newly hew» ; and was as 
yet without form or design. A yery ^ne instrument with 
delicate esecation^ is not adapted to the raw material, or 
M sterner stuff.". He therefore, habituated himself to 
speaking in an abrupt, pointed and severe style for the 
purpo^ of riveting truths, or what he termed hammering ; 
' so much afraid was he that the nails of his arguments 
would be loosely set 

This Spring we removed to Troy, having secured a 
very pleasant and eligible situation in a retired part of the 
city. Here we were cheered and sustained by many kind 
and Christian j^ijeiaidsi in the arduous enterprise in which 
we wers engaged. Here-i-we often held meetings in the 
Reform Churches and at a public hall, wherein, to open our 
mouths for the dumb, ai^d plead the cause of the oppressed. 

During this season of emigration, we often had the 
pleasure of affording shelter and relief to many a weary 
and heart-stricken fugitive. Mr. Brown was often em- 
ployed to secure the friends of those who had escaped, 
and an exceedingly interesting case occurred/ in which a 
very shrewd and intelligent slave, had been directed on 
his way to the care of Mr. firown, and in a few weeks his 
wife was restored to him. She had travelled hundreds of 
miles, with the simple direction of Mr. Brown's address. 
After spending a week with us, she was conveyed to her 
husband, at a place some distance north of Albany^^? where 
a home bad been provided by the friends, for both William 
and Mary as a separate and distinct family. Such was 
their joyful meeting, that they remained in silence for some 
minutes, pacinj^ the room to. and fro, and then , each burst 
into^ a flood of tears. What satisfaction it must have af- 
forded Mr Brown, to have thus contributed to the security 
of William, and , restoration of Mary. One week only 
elapsed, when they were cheered by the addition of a free- 
bom child, thei?kfirst and only Offspring, 
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Among our excursions abroad this summeir, the following 
descripticai by Mr. Brown is givenV 

Keene, Essex C0.3M ¥., Jiiltf 11^.18M. 
We took the Steamboat Burlington, coijumanded by 
Capt. SJherjnan,— and, permit me to say, that if you wish 
to see the most perfect specimen of a steamboat and a 
steamboat commander, be sure to take passage on the Bur- 
lington. I have travelled on (I think) ev:ery steamboat 
route from Maine to Missou^i^ on lakes, rivers, sounds aiui 
seas, and am free to say that Capt, Sherman and tite Bur- 
Ungton must bear the palm. I think that even the North/ 
River commanders would be improved by a single trip 
with Capt S. Parties of pleasure, will fmd it really a 
pleasure to give Capti S. the pleasure of making them as 
it is their pleasure to be, on any excursion <^ pleasure 
through the beautiful and* jpZeasure-loving Cbamplaic 
Many a slave has enjoyed the indescribable pleasure of 
leaping from the liberty-loving " Burlington," to feel the 
pleasure of being free under the protsction of a Queen 
whose pleasure it is to make the lowest of her subjects 
happy. 

Essex County- 

We landed at Westporf,Ao which place notices histd 
been sent for meetings. At Westport is the residence of 
Judge Hammond, who, by the aid of political abolition- 
ists, was elected to the legislature last Fall. Many who 
gave their votes for him did so under the assurance that 
he was not a ** Clay man" He is a Deacon of the Bap- 
tist church; A few years since, when abolitionism was 
more or less identified with New York Whigism, a num- 
ber of the now leading Clay men in that town were very 
efficient abolitionists. Knowing tfiat Judge Hammond 
was an influential man, and professedly a christian and a 
gentleraanj and that Westport professed to embrace a large 
share of the respectability of Essex Co., I anticipated at 
least a courteous reception. In the notice I had sent there 
I had stated upon what boat I should leave Whitehall, and 



B4I¥:M(»2|1 PJP ABBI. BROWN. 



risqwasiiad 4hat any who might be ijnterest«(d, to meet me at 
the landing. On my arriv^, I soon, learned that instead 
of any arrangements for a meeting having been made, a 
consultation had^ been held ihd an understanding conclud- 
ed that the object of my visit wa? to be defeated. I was 
informed that the Baptist meeting-house would be closed 
against mOi upon the ground that I was in favor of politi> 
eal abolitionism ; although the same house has been opened 
again and ag&jr, for Whig and Locofoco meetings, and for 
aiipost every description of meetings. It was denied me 
for a'lecture without ceremony, and it was said that no 
house in the town would be granted me ; and every effort 
that priests and politicians could make was made to pre- 
vent it. The Methodist house was however granted. 
** Then came the tug of war." A consultation was held 
by certain men which resulted as follows—notices were 
sent to the Methodist and Baptist ministers, of which the 
following is a copy ; 

"Notice. — Rev. A, Brown, of Albany, will lecture in 
the Methodist church, Westport, at half past 7 o'clock, 
Sunday, P. M., in behalf of 3,000,000 slaves. Mrs. 
Brown will sing * The Slave Mother's Lament for her stol- 
en daughters,' and other appropriate pieces." 

The notices were taken by the clergymen wi*h the as- 
surance that they should be read ; but true to the politicians 
who rule the town, ministers and all, one minister read a 
part of the notice, and the other the whole — ;and then told 
their audiences that Mr. Brown, although probably a. Min- 
ister in respectable standing, had come to that town for the 
purpose of getting up a political party, of which they did 
not approve, and therefore they (the ministers) could not 
give it their countenance or support. What there was in 
the notice that savored so strong of politics, I am at a 
loss to understand. A strong effort was titen made in the 
public audience at the Methodist church to close the house 
against me, but the trustees took the responsi|)i]ity to open 
the house. The report was however industriously circu- 
lated that there would be no anti-slavery lecture. However, 
at the time appointed, a respectable audience assembled, 
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«n<! (with the exception of a few young loafers kept for 
the purpose of disturbing antiislavery meetings) listened 
with attention. After the iecttire. in comp?iny with Mrs. 
Brown, I started for the public lipuse where we had put 
up. We were however immediately assailed by a body of 
full grown boys or men, and pelted with eggs until we 
closed the door of the Hotel againat them. They did not 
, even spare Mrs. Brown, but besmeared her with eggs. So 
much for the respectability of Westport. Tlwir ministers 
and politicians shut up their housed of worship and de« 
nounce them as unworthy the confidence of the public, and - 
then the unknown rabble pelt them (yes, even the women) 
with eggs. Would it not be well to send some of the in- 
fluential men of such a town, men who exert such a 
mighty influence, io the Legislature or to Congress? Had 
the ministers and politicians held their peace, no doubt 
we should have been permitted to lecture in peace and 
return home in quietness. The next morning we hired 
the landlord to carry us to Elizabefhtown. 

ABEL BROWN, Cor. Sec'y. 

The following is from a friend in Elizabethtown, under 
date of July 12, 1844. 

Foe the Albany Patriot. 

Mr. Editor — We have recently been visited by Rev. 
Abel Brown of your city. Essex county has been quite 
neglected heretofore as a field for anti-slavery labor. Mr. 
Glen has been through the county once, and i believe Mr. 
Brown has visited three towns in the county once before; 
and although in several towns there have been some two 
or three out and out abolitionists, yet till recently there 
has been nothing reliable, in the form of anti-slavery or- 
ganization. Now, however, in at least five towns out of 
sixteen in our county, there is an organization on the true 
plan. We have 159 votes for a Liberty candidate for the 
Assembly last fall, and this coming fall we mean to give at 
least 500 for Birney and Morris. I think we have more 
than doubled our numbers within the last two weeks. 
17 
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The tongue of slander iiad gone with its gall to Moriah, 
where ; Mr. Brown next lectured,' but during the three 
meetings he held there, it more than lost its power. The 
Clayites there are. covered with confusion; so at Jay and 
Keeseville, !;vhere every elFort of Whig mplice was niade to 
embitter the minds of the people against Mr. Brown. The 
spirit of Liberty at this rate, will soon be completely tri- 
umphant in Essex county. No attempt has been made in 
any instance, however, to discuss principles. At Gay they 
ygilied and with the fragment of the division lately slain 
at Keeseville, had the folly to attempt a sort of discussion. 
Mr. Brown being a small man, they thought they could 
eat him up ; but the result was calculated to remind one 
of the fable of the eagle and the rabbit, which turned out 
to be no rabbit at all, but a veritable panther, which made 
a most luscious meal of the eagle. It is very easy to find 
a reason for the violent oj^osition £Qadc in this county to 
Mr. Brown. No man that loves the truth, can resist him 
in his fearloss ana t<3r rible atta.ok upon the hoary headed 
cannibal, American Slavery, that has been fed and fatten- 
ed by this Republican (?) Government, assisted by those 
who professedly minister at the altar of God, and then 
receive a large share of its nourishment from the blood of . 
God's own children. Hence the opposition. He is a red 
hot sword, cutting right through the living flesh of the 
beast that has its priests in every town. We Jive here in 
the midst of a " generation of vipers," and a discourse 
from Rev. Abel Brown is ever a feast of fat things. I 
wish you could think best to publish the flaming letter of ' 
Burchard; the Whigs hide it here ; Burchard has assas- 
sinated Clay's Texas letter. Ever yours, 

J. GAY. 

" In the counties of Clinton and Essex, there are a num- 
ber of intelligent Irishmen and as might be expected they 
are almost all of them abolitionists. The Catholic minis- 
ter near Clintonville is in the fullest sense of the terra an 
abolitionist ; and uses his voice to influence his people to 
be found on the side of the oppressed. He secures the 
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papers published in Ireland, and pil aces them in the hands 
pf intelligent mm, who are ever ready to prove that the 
entire Irishination are ealiing tipon them to tako side with 
the oppressed. 

At the mass meeting in Jay, a load of I'/ishtneji and 
women (many of them Catholics) came six miles to hear 
Mr. Brown's addretises. Mr. B. says, that he counted 
twenty-six persons, drawn by that single four-horse team, 
who spent the entire day at the meeting." 

Among the various trials to which Mr. Brown was sub- 
ject at this period, is found the following account, given by 
himself in reference to a — : 

Riot and Mob m'Taor. 

" It is once more our painful duty, to chronicle the most 
heartl£;ss and unknown attempt to insult, abus«, assault, 
trample upon, and kill unoffending citizens, in order to 
shut out the freedom of discussion and the light of truth 
from the minds of the respectable, honest and laboring class 
of the community, that has fallen to our lot for a number of 
years past. We have recorded accounts of mobs within 
the few past months, b'it not where there was such an ap- 
parent design to crush discussion at all hazards, as in the 
present instance. The circumstances are as follows : 

" The Corresponding Secretary of the E. N. Y. Anti- 
Slavery Society, Hev. Abel Brown, being under the 
necessity of spending a few days in Albany and Troy, 
thought it a favorable opportunity to start a Liberty asso- 
ciation in Troy, for the purpose of canvassing the city, and 
prepare for the Fall campaign. 

" He accordingly consulted with a number of judicious 
Anti-Slavery friends, who advised that meetings be held 
on the Court House steps at 6 1-2 o'clock,?. M, Accord- 
ingly handbills were, posted ; about the city, and at the 
appointed hour Messrs. Brown, Washington,: Lane and 
Shipherd repaired to the Court House. Mr. Lane sang 
one of Garrison's songs, called * Independence Day,'' 

" During the singing, Mr. B. was ^informed that a cer- 
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tain lawyer bad S:e»t afier *.J^ank ClevelamI!' to atfefl<} 
and make sufficient neise to <Jrawn the vpic© of the speaker 
aii^d prevent his being hmrdi An audieuee gathered round 
composed chiefly of peaceable and quiet men, who appear^ 
ed anxious tp hearyaad Mr. B. commenced by saying, ifeat 
he had , come there to sps^k in behalf o£ 3^00^00 of saenf 
«nd women who co»Id noispetik for themselves ;' ex^aiiDe<3 
what he, meant by slavery, and gave a brief history of the 
denying of the right of petition ; showed that it was de- 
uied to slaves ; that that class of men were denied even 
the privilege of telling that the chains of slavery were 
grievous to be borne. He referred to the treatment received 
by Hon. J. CI. Adams in the U. S. House of Representa- 
tives, when he inquired if a petition from slaves came 
under a certain rule, and then proceeded to refer to the 
sentiment of the song that bad been sung^ and^ewa 
lively, if not startling description of the difiference betweea 
the professions, shouts and celebrations of liberty on Inde« 
peudence day, and the real and true state of the case ; 
gave a vivid description of a nation shouting liberty, and at 
the same moment holding in their iron grasp three millions 
of men as the most abject slaves, whom they demed erea 
the rsght of asking for liberty. The speaker then referred 
to the fact that in this «)art of the nation we hold such cel- 
ebrations; even those who uphold and sustain the same laws, 
shouting liberty to aW j he pointed out to them distinctly 
^he hypocrisy of such a coarse. He remarked further, 
that on last Fourth of July, they celebrated Independence 
in Troy and he understood that evea in- these times of 
Temperance {to their everlasting shame) they mingled rum 
and powder with their Celebration. 

" The mere reference to the rum Celebration started cer- 
tain men who had been deeply involved in it, and they 
demanded that he should " take it hack" — but Mr. B. said 
he had made the reference to the rum celebration purposely, 
and could not take it back, — for it was a shame to any class 
of men to get up a rum celebration any where, more 
especially in Temperance Troy. Mr. B. continued ; only 
two or three persons took offence at the remarks respecting 



ram. AU at once a terrible ihowlmg w^ heard at a dis- 
tmce, and soon . Frank Cieveland appeariedi,'* llQ ^isceiided 
the stand and gaid, the speaker, should; be he«i:d no m^re. 
After a long time spent in trying to persuade him topers 
snit the speakers to be heard, h6 was called away by a 
isertain lawyer and taken aside, when after a few mamenta 
conversation he canie directly back :,■ and said, thai tite 
nigger" might talk, but Brown should not. The colored 
man refased to speaky and Mr. Brown said; the meeting 
would adjourn until the next ailernooii, when Mr. Wash- 
ington would speak. The next evening came^ and Mr. 
Washington spoke about one hour, , when Mr. Lane 
attempted to speak and was overpowered by ** jFr<mk." 
The next afternoon, Mr. Brown spoke again, but was finally 
interrupted, when it was said that Mr. B. should not talk 
any more. Mr. B. then adjourned the meeting to a very 
retired part of the city for the following (Thursday) after- 
noon. Many threats were made of personal violence but 
the peace officersseemed nottacare : and the more refined 
portion of partisans laughed at the threats. Thursday P, 
M. came and Mr. Washington took the stand and spoke 
nntil about sundown, when Rev. SJerritt Bates, every 
where known a& a mild, kind, christian minister, yet a firm' 
and decided abolitionist, spoke about ten minutes, and 
commenced showing the people their political connection 
with slavery. That was too much for the poUtifcians to 
bear, and immediately, a dreadful hoWl was heard from 
about 20 persons who were the^e for that purpose. It was 
soon evident, and boldly said, that no man should talk " po- 
litical abolition." There was no effort made by the police 
officers to quell the rioting, although threats of tar and 
feathers were made by the mob, and efforts to run over 
the speakers. The meeting was adjourned until the next 
afternoon, when another large audience assembled. Mrr^ 
Brown was absent during the day, and only arrived in time 
to request Mr, Washington not to appoint /arf/ter meetings^ 
as it was necessary that he should accompany Mr. B. to a 
Convention in a distant county. The audience were after 
many thanks for their respectful attention,, dismissed, Th© 
17* 
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fis^^httdibe^^ff^OBitei^^i^ day, while the 

ta«it»ige!ite«! ^pjpeitt^^badfbeen. saying ihat Mr. B. ought 
not %^^(ill9W«id< tb' speak/ ^ The Mayor wai seen by the 
AhtiHi^^ktfN^mt h&Mid''^^ had; no power to inter£ere 
tzniesai 'vMemmmm'medi and ^Jhe persons of the . abditiom 
i&ts asstitiited. ' Whe cky . officers-^were many of, them 
amohgthe |i^$»n8 irho stood and:s the breaking up of 
th<6'Ble6tifljg8, and'theiitsttlting of the speakers. The mi&h 
Which by this tinste, ciould nciaber some fifty or more^ 
thougfat 'Uiaf the officers and -certain important poUticians, 
had '^ encouraged theni; that they could make a bolder 
^6brt ; they therefor©' resolv^ed that they would commence 
a furious amult upon Mr. Brown, and any others that 
should' b^lbundMgustaining him. Mr. B. had only come 
to the meeting' Ou Friday evening; for a few minutes, had 
not spokiei, and%hen called for by the audience, declined 
speaking,' was' leaving the ground about 8 o'clock, even 
before it was dark, when from 20 to 50 persons rushed to 
seize him. The officers found that they were powerless. 
The lawyer who had b&gn among the most violent denoun-^ 
cers of Mr. B. now made an effort to stop them, — yet they 
pushed Mr. B. down,- — and jammed him against the iron 
fence. The iriends of Mr. B. appeared determined to 
protect him, and resisted the mob with so much effort, 
that Mr. B. passed away. The officers said they would 
protect him, while the mob followed on all sides, and with 
horrid oaths and hideous yelis made the air resound, until 
they arrived at the house of the Mayor. The friends 
asked that alt, B. might be permitted to enter the house, 
and find protection from those who had been making every 
possible eJFort to injure him. This was, however, pe- 
remptorily denied. It was said that Mn B. had rendered 
himself obnoxious to the people and he could not be pro- 
tected the o. 

" T! 3 friends then made their way to Rev. Fayette 
Shipherd They wera pounded, stoned and beaten the 
entire distance. The officer left them soon after they 
started from the house of the Mayor; No arrests were 
made nor even an attempt to arrest any one, although per- 
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SOII9 engaged in of vioJeiice^ mufitt have beoin md 
kftown to tii& high constable. A auiaber^^ of tbet^bDlitiojOi- 
ista were severely used in ad^itioQ to beisg pdted wjitli 
stoaef^r^nie ei^en were pushed down and traicided:ii4:pon. 
A jfriend who mingled with4he mob as they paesied up iAlba« 
ny strern, uays their plan and design was to knock Mr. 

f^nen and ihm irampk kim io deiUb. W«j give this plain 

statement of? facts from the most autbentio sources. What 
a picture does it present. The freedom of speech tram- 
pled in the dust^ Innocent and unoffending citizens 
bruised and stoned^ and their lives attempted intb^6treets« 
and the authorities look on and not even make an> effort to 
arrest the offenders. ¥ea more, the high constable of the 
city , giving aid and countenance to the mob by fleeing 
from those who are being assailed, and not even attempting 
to arrest even the most lawless. Why was all this done. 
The answer can be given in a few words. 

" There are many respectable and christian men in the 
city vvho are abolitionists ; who feel deeply for the slave, 
and who, disgusted with the old pro-slavery parties 
would, if they rnderstood the designs and plans of 
the. Liberty party, immediately join it and labor with ef- 
ficiency to promote its objects. The only way to keep this 
class of persons in their ranks, is to keep the truth from 
them. To do this it becomes necessary to break up the 
meetings of the abolitionists; libel and denouns^e those 
lecturers who can and will on any proper, occasion, show 
these inquirers after truth the right way. Every thing 
must bow to party interests. 

" Unfortunately for them, the whigs are in power in the 
city of Troy, and they are especially interested to keep 
their predominance — and as a few votes taken from them 
would effectually ruin tneir fair prospects, the office-hold- 
ers and partisans are greatly distressed, lest their gains are 
taken from them. We do not suppose that the whig lead- 
ers desired that the abolition speakers should be mobbed^ 
but they did openly denounce and condemn them ; and 
countenanced the rioters day after day in preventing their 
being heard. That the ofEcers had power to prevent the 



4lis(arbiaa'<^ b evideoe, froncr thrfact that in whig meetingap 
isimilar disturbances hare been commenced, bixt always pre«^ 
vented hf the polices oThe KJaytw evea refused to taker 
thd Jeaat acttb» v^fKny^ the swbjetit^ obA the- high constable 
iook^ on ait4 ihew aasaoked and did not arrest the 

^ " Again, Jodger — —-^^ a dembcrai,. ealied one of the 
s{>6akiers^&is>m the stand and tol<l hkn he had abused the 
people, aBd desired hith to break up the meeting: the 
sam0/ j^dge threatened to arrest one of the speakers if he 
caused disturbance. Now Judge ■ i . knew that there 
were only a few men who did not quietly listen to tlie 
speakers, and why should he encourage the disturbers, by 
attempting to put away the speakers by calling one a liar,. 
&C. &c. (Why did he not cat! off the men who wero 
browbeating the. abolitionists H Really Judge the lat- 
ter course would have been a iittie more democratic. 

Another, Justice , a democrat and a member of 

the church, stood by and laughed, and thus cheered on the 
men who were denying to American citizens the freedomi 
of speech. That man had better confess his sins, or leave 
both, the church and the office which he has so disgraced. 

" To show the spirit which prevailed in the city, in con- 
sequence of the Anti-Sla?ery meetings, as the mob were 
stoning Mr. B. and his friends in Albany street, between 
Third and fifth Streets, certain ladies cried out, " giveitf 
to thera-, we should like to put the tar on to him ourselves." 
If it had been in Kentucky, we should have supposed we 
were passing the harem of a^erlaia distinguished- gentle- 
man. We Avill' not accuse those women of designing to 
add insult to injury, but we can assure them, that their 
words caused the stones to be thrown thicker and fasterj 
and it was not their fault, that the abolitionists were not 
murdered in- consequence of it. 

" The candid reader wili ask, why this outbreak in the 
law abiding city of Troy. The answer is easy. The two 
great political parties have both of them nominated men of 
whona they are ashamed. The whigs would be ashamed 
to see Henry Clay marching tlirough- the streets with hi* 
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sixty slaresv The democrata knbvr that theif candidatie'a 
views of T6itas and slaverjf only need be known to be h6i- 
ed— yet both partis have so far advocated tKe claims of 
their candidates as to destroy what little of moral princi- 
ple remained, after ther campaign of 184G, , Their papers 
cast off all p.etence of recognizing God's commands in 
their political affairs, and even the mass of clergymen are 
such perfect djiipes of the politicians, that they durst not 
preach the duty of eleicting " righteous rulers." Their 
hearers are so absorbed in electing men whom they know 
fear not God, or regard (cotored) taeui tJiat they would 
uot suffer any minister to pleach such doctrines and enjpy 
their support. 

*• The people are, therefore, in a most horrible condi- 
tion — being left without the fear of rebuke, the baser sort 
have committed the horrible deeds recorded above. ' When 
the wicked bear ruie the people mourn.* This is emphat- 
ically true in the present case — and may a righteous God 
open the eyes of the community to see their wretcheJ con- 
dition, before all moral principle is swept from th«ir re- 
membrance. 

" But, inquires another, why should they be so enraged 
about abolitionists holding meetings and exposing the 
wickedness of slaveholding, the miseries of the s\a.rer, and 
the propriety of emancipation ? " Certaiiily, the talk of ab- 
olitionists cannot be worse than slavery and slaveholders 
who are tolerated, yea, made welcome in Troy. No one 
even thought of mobbing them. Why not hear Mr. Brown f 
Certainly the numerous lawyers and politicians can an- 
swer him, if he 'ib half as incorrect as they pretend ! Be 
patient, readK-s, and you shall know why the party in pow- 
er are so enraged at Messrs. Brown,, Bates and every other 
man who will faithfully show them their duty. 

" The two great political parties are both of them slave- 
holding parties : and they have for years, secured the aid 
of your votes to help them carry on their infamous wick- 
edness: and knowing that you are honest men and hate 
oppression.,, they dare not suffer you to be shown ycur true 
position,, lest you forsake their party." 
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Iq: c<mn0citon with the pieceeding statementa, .Mr- 
Bcowi» give^ on exjpoi^tioii Oyf the varioua topics on which 
he iateaded to have i^otured^ and in co^olnsion. adds ; 

** Thus we have feriefly stated a Tewpoints of difference 
between thie parties; which it was Mf; Broiwn's intentibti 
to hare stated in his public lectures; attd fdr attempting td 
state which; Kebas been ac cruelly iiifobbedi-^ahd for which 
eeirtaiji persons say he "shall hot stay in Troy^ * Tiriie must 
determine. \^ ' 

The abolitionists of Troy were not to^be defeated. An 
adjourned meeting was commencod the following week ia 
a retired part of the City, near the house of Rev. Mr. 
Shipherd. The rioters were punctual to the hour- of ap- 
pointment; Mr. Bates, a Wesleyan preacher j both daunt- 
less mf\ firm;, commenced spealuBg upon one pf those lit- 
tle summits, for which Troy is remarkable, an offset. The 
mobocrats proceeded to the spot, and in a moving column, 
endeavored to cn>wd the speaker firom his; position, and 
thus precipitate him headlong to the ground. He, howev- 
eter, evaded the result, by retiring with the rest of the 
assembly within the walls of Rev. Mr. Shipherd's church, 
(near at hand) as was their intention to doj on the ap- 
proach of night. The house was filled with those who 
came to listen to the truths promulgated. Several speak- 
ers were in attendance. Mrs. Brown being invited to as- 
cend the Platform, sung to them the affecting song of the 
Slave Mother's lament. 

"Hark! froiBthfc'Sonth.aToice of woe — 
The wild Atlantic iu its flow, 
Beavs on its breast the murmur low — 
My child is gone. 

Like savag» tigers, o'er their prey, 
Thfiy tore nim from my heart away-- 
, Aod now I crv by night, by day— 
My child IS gone. 

■* ■ .«, •-«, ' * ■ * ■ . * 

The hideous yells without were ^ occasionally mingled 
with this song ; although some of the mobocrats within 
the house, listened with iiixed attention and acknowledged 
its pathos. 
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Mr. Brown arrived about nine o'clock, (with yalise in 
hand) having just returned from a convention in some of 
the northern Countiea. He soon ascended the Platform 
and bdmmenced speaking. Th6 disturbance increased, 
accompanied by sounds in harmony With th^iif disicordant 
spirits, when a number of the rioters entered, and stood 
in front of the pulpit, ready to seize him, in case he fal- 
tered, or should descend to escape. He, however, re- 
mained firm and unmoved at his post, continuing to ad- 
dress the audience. The mobocrats finally retreated, 
(with the exception of a few unde^ the guise of friends,) 
and joined in the disturl^ance withbui: the house — when a 
volley of stones were thrown at the windows, scatter- 
ing firagments of glass in every direction. The audi- 
ence roise simultaneously upon their feet ; Mr. Brown con* 
tinued to speak in a tone both fearless and strong, for the 
purpose of inducing them to remain, and not expose them- 
selves to the fiiry of the elements without. All that I 
noticed of his saying, at this critical moment, was^" I 
know not, but I am as well prepared to die now, as I 
should be forty years hence." The ihobocrats finding their 
efibrts unavailing, to secure Mr. : Brown, by frighteniiig 
the audience from the hou.sei set fire to, certain combusti- 
ble materials near the windows. 

" Previous to these scenes, between two and three hun- 
dred citizens of all parties, had petitioned the Mayor to 
send officers to protect the people and arrest the rioters ; 
but he did not arrive until sent for and told that the mob 
had broken in the windows." He advised the abolition- 
ists, "to go home and go to bed and go to sleep." Bur- 
ing the presence of the Mayor and police officers, Mr. 
Brown and myself left the house through the back door ; 
and the rioters, numbering one hundred or more, soon 
dispersing, we returned to bur homes by dififerent and cir- 
cuitous routes — passing over a range of Mount Ida my- 
self, in company with friends, while Mr. Brown in dis- 
guise, went into the open streets, to watch the movement 
of his enemies, who had so signally essayed to destroy his 
life. 
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; Thiej wste the last scene of wari^^e, in which he person- 
ally suffered, (with am fkaquainted.) Mr, Brown 
was never weil afterward. Tf)t^ exhatustion and fatigue, 
consequent to this continued ^efruggle, with the violence 
indicted upon hia person altogether;; contributed to weak-? 
ett:atsd ffesjtroy that life, : so generously sacrificed in the 
cause of the oppressed. The following Sabbath^ (Aug. 
11th) Mr. Brown preached iti reference to the riotous pro- 
ceedii^gs, and the duty of abolilionists, in conflict with the 
enemies of God. . 

He loved his enemies, and could pray in the spirit of 
Him who cried— Father forgive them, for they know 
not what tKey do." He ever fell that the injuries done 
his person, or even character, were not ao much in hostil- 
ity to himself, as to the cause he es|)ous€;d ; iri. short to 
the truth itself — so far as he was able to present. Us clainia 
to the heartl and consciences of men. / 

Those poor, ignorant and deluded men, -who inflicted 
violence upon his person, he blamed less, than their 
instigators and supporters. He looked upon Frank Cleve- 
land, the reputed leader Jrr the mob in Troy, as being at 
the time under the influtnce of intoxicating spirit, and 
also hired to do the devil's work. One day, while walking 
in the streets with Mr. Brown, we met Frank. Mr. Brown 
immediately bade me go forward, while he stopped and 
expostulated with him in reference to his conduct. Mr. 
Brovvn remarked on his Teturn home, that Frank seemed 
heartily ashamed of what he had done. This, Mr; Brown 
performed as a Christian duty, and not from any desire to 
extort a confession from him, for his evil doings frpm any 
personal consideration. 

Mr. Brown was previously known and hated in Troy, by 
a certain class of perspns, — ere he took up his abode in 
the city— on= acciiunt of his engagedness in the Reforms 
of the day ; and his enemies during the excitement referred 
to, did not hesitate to allude to many circumstances, con- 
nected with his ministry of blessing and benefiting his 
fellow-beings. Jn one instance— sometime previous,^ Mr. 
Brown received the entreaties of a Christian mother to 
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eearch for a lost daughter, once his Sabbath School Schol- 
ar; and who she suspected had found her way to some 
house of infamy, in the city of Troy. — Mr. Brown suc- 
ceeded in finding her, and also assisted her, in her 
determination to leave the place. On conveying her trunk 
to the Hotel,— certain persons interested in her detention, 
discovered the design and prevented her escape. Mr. 
Brown consequently received much abuse and his watch 
was stolen from him. On which account, a trial was held 
at Court, in reference to the whole affair ; — and resulted, 
in breaking up some two or three houses of this descrip- 
tion. This case ffizs-construedj formed a subject of 
villification and abuse, among other assertions, equally 
ridiculous and absurd ; such as, that I was not his lawful 
wife, &-C. Some of the reports of our enemies, (aside 
from their calumny) were really amusing, and calculated 
rather to produce a smile, than a tear. 

Mr. Brown continued to labor in the cause of the slave, 
with the same zeal and determination, that had hitherto, 
characterized his career. 

Among the variety of Conventions attended by Mr. 
Brown at this closing period of his life, were the counties 
of Clinton, Saratoga, Montgomery and Schenectady. 

One account given by himself, exhibits a pleasing con- 
trast to those miserable, fiendish scenes described. 

Saratoga County awake at i-ast. 

Edinburgh, Sept. 10, 1844. 
We are at this hour (10 o'clock at night, Sept. 10,) just 
closing up a great Liberty Convention in Edinburgh. The 
large church in which we have met has been well fillfed 
during the day, notwithstanding the loco-focos have held 
a mass meeting within a mile of us. The excellent Edin- 
burgh Band have been in attendance during the day and 
evening, and have given us fine music, and made us a do- 
nation in cash into the bargain. The pro-slavery parties 
are making their last dying efforts ; but I am very happy 
to see that they all feel the force of our Liberty addresses, 
and must soon submit to our principles. The Band here 
18 
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refused to p!ay for the Polk convention, choosing rather to 
join with and cheer on Liberty's host by their soul-stirriag 
jnusic. 

• • « • f « 

Indeed this is a grand Convention — a new era in Sara- 
toga Abolitionism. The house is still full, and the 
audience have just voted unanimously to stay another hour, 
and hear another Liberty speaker. The friends have con- 
cluded to raise $100 to employ an anti-slavery agent to go 
through the county to circulate tracts, papers,petitions, &c. 
and to lecture and wake up the people to the interests of 
Liberty. We have called another Convention, to meet in 
Corinth, week after next. Liberty is progressing. Adieu. 

A. BROWN. 

The last Convention, I ever attended abroad with my 
Husband, was at Corinth. The occasion was one never 
to be forgotten. At the time I was visiting Saratoga — en- 
joying its .waters and scenes—when Mr. Brown, agreeable 
to appointment, arrived. On approaching my boarding 
place, the first I noticed was his limping njovement in 
walking, assisted by his cane. He had unfortunately 
sprained his foot very badly in descending the Platform, at 
a Convention in Utica, the week previous. He was also 
apparently much worn with exertion and fatigue ;— 
and his brother at home, endeavored to dissuade him from 
attending the Convention, but Mr. Brown true to his ap- 
pointment, was not to be detained. He therefore came 
with the ease and rapidity of the cars to Saratoga. A 
gentleman was already in waiting for him, to convey him 
to Corinth that night. He was very anxious to proceed, 
but a severe thunder shower approaching, I persuaded him 
to remain, on condition that I would start with him at 3 
o'clock in the morning. We accordingly started, having 
some sixteen, miles or more to ride in an open carriage. 
It was very dark and cold. We arrived in season to at- 
tend the Convention at the usual hour of meeting on Sab- 
bath day. After enjoying the morning's repast, and a 
comfortable fire, we were invited to ride four miles further 
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to the place of the Convention, where we found an exten- 
sive collection of people, within and around a large barn, 
fitted »p for the occasion. We did not find the- Saviour 
literally, **in the naanger;" but excluded from the sanctuary, 
which was dedicated . to "purposes, more sacred" than 
that of discussing the rights of the poor slave; we found 
his words of denunciation, pity and rebuke, as uttered to 
the Scribes and Pharisees of old, equally applicable to the 
present time. 

The barn was in a very dilapidated condition, and being 
obliged to occupy the north side, opposite the entrance, 
there seemed no security from the co3d, except, what was 
found in a Buffalo skin, suspended back of the platform ; 
as good as a damask curtain behind a pro-slavery pulpit; 
and better (under ,the circumstances). Mr. Brown stood 
leaning upon his cane, at the same time forwarding me his 
cloak, for protection from the cold; so careful was he al- 
ways, for my health and comfort. 

The season was^ notwithstanding, one of great interest 
to our cause; and we were very happy in finding warm 
hearts, and listening ears, to the story of the slave's 
wrongs ; and friends who in imitation of our Saviour, 
were determined to " remember those in bonds as bound 
with them." 

Personal Observations. 

Many little incidents occurred, while travelling with 
Mr. Brown, indicative of his disposition to oblige and ren- 
der himself serviceable to others, by acts of kindness, 
apparently trivial and insignificant in themselves, yet bear- 
ing their due proportion of weight in the estimation of his 
character. At one time on board a canal boat, a lady 
with an infant loudly crying in her arms was pacing the 
cabin, much agitated, and evidently mortified at the sup- 
posed annoyance to the passengers; — when Mr. Brown 
mildly accosted her and said, let me take the little darling ; 
he gently hushed it reclining on his bosom, while he softly 
paced to and fro the same floor ; producing a smile in the 
surrounding passengers, at the sudden transition of the 
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child to perfect composure on being transferred from its 
mother's arms to a stranger's embrace. 

His politeness at home was common, and seemed as 
natural, aa the most scmpulous observance of the same 
among strangers. It was not mere formal etiquette, but 
a kind and constant regard for the welfare of those around 
him, manifested in those minute attentions which help to 
fill up life's brief measure, and contribute to its highest 
enjoyment 

Tranquil was his mind under all circumstances-^aerene 
in the high hopes and trasi, bis seal enjoyed in thfe love of 
his Saviour. 

In ms DEVOTEDWEas-~hc was truly a man of one 
idea"— but that a world-embracing idea, in his desire to 
bless and benefit mankind. And there was no moral sub* 
ject of the age, in which he di4 not feel a deep interest ; 
also, in the progress of science and the arts, as contribu< 
ting to the supply and convenience of our temporal wants ; 
and ultimately, to the advancement of moral truth. 

The laws op Health, — Indeed all those subjects con- 
nected with our physical being, he regarded in the light 
of moral obligation, in obedience to the laws of God. 
He knew no diflerence, he made no distinction, between 
the violation of a physical law and that of a moral law. 
He viewed them both, as equally destructive to the well- 
being of individuals and nations. He did not in the 
language of mere moralists and sentimentalists, speak of 
the laws of nature in contradistinction to the laws of God ; 
but viewed each, as belonging to one grand system in the 
infinite order and harmony of the Divine will. 

" Of the spirit, thehe are divei-s operations** according 
to the different gifts, natural temperament, disposition, &,o. 
induced by circumstances or otherwise. I do not say that 
Mr. Brown was a perfect man, or that he always acted 
with discretion and wisdom,* this cannot, perhaps, be 
awarded to the best of men, but taking into consideration 
his ardent temperament, his ment?l activity and the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which he was placed, he acted more 
bravely and more conscientiously, than most men, thrown 
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into the same vortex of malice, rage and hatred, toward 
th& principles of his advocsicy^ 

la writing his Biogra][>hy, I know that he would not 
wish me to pass a mere eulogy upon his virtues, but to 
give a true picture of bis life, and hold up his defects, as a 
warning to others. This trai.t of his, was peculiar to him- 
self being rarely seen among men ; a willingness, to be 
told of his errors or faults, that he might correct them. 
He used often to say that in preaching against the sina of 
his fellow men, there was this advantage, that " they would 
turn right about and tell him, of some fault which cor- 
rection he never despised, but would betnink himself, 
whether indeed, he deserved the censure; and if in the 
wrong, did not hasten to justify himself, for he counted not 
that he was already perfect, but as " being in the flesh 
and liable to err," but that he strove to bring every power 
and faculty of both body and mind into subjection to the 
will of Christ, I am assured. His secret devotions, his 
sense of unworthiness and humility in view of his imper- 
fections, his faith in Christ as the author of his salvation, 
his unwavering trust in God, his firm resolution in the 
discharge of duty, opposed to every obstacle of Satan's 
device — and above all, his willingness to sacrifice every 
personal consideration for the promotion of Christ's king- 
dom and the advancement -of his cause ,* all show him to 
have been actuated by any motive, rather than selfishness, 
a foolish ambition or vain glory. 

No greater test, of the sincerity of an individual in any 
great and good cause can be given ; iHan that he has shown 
himself willing to suffer; indeed, that he has been made 
a willing sacrifice, in the labors, toil and privations he has 
endured, to accomplish the design of his mission. Such 
was Abel Brown— eccentric, as his course often appeared 
even to his best friends — they can conscientiously award 
this meed of praise, due to his services as a disinterested 
and devoted christian ; seeking to promote the interests 
of humanity, and to aid in restoring the Ood-given rights 
of the slave, to liberty and the blessings of freedom. He 
considered the Christian's duty not confined to the atten- 
18* 
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ticm of, Ihimaelfsi but extending to all his feKow-beings, in 
common with his race. The christian warfare, he consid- 
- et&d.:aggressive; that sin must be rebwkctl He seemed to 
thinks one ought to be thankful, to be told of his faults. 
He looked upon siA ' as a disease, — and that to be the 
greatest' to«?nm, - to! convince a person of his true state, 
and point " him the Temedy in Christ. Public sins, 
he thought should be rebuked in ^public manner, that the 
• evil : might thereby (be elFectually eradicated j finally, he 
deemed it the only true method of combating such sins as 
slavery and kindred evils. 

Although his denunciations were severe, and he *' cried 
aloud and spared not," when necessity required; and his 
opponents' were never flattered into accordance with him, 
yet whes* converted, they were radically so, and perman- 
ently abided in the good work. 

He abhored sectarianism, in the latter part of his life. 
As proof of thisj a clergymen in New England asked Mr. 
Brown in reference to a Thanksgiving Discourse, for 
what particular blessings should we be thankful t to which, 
he replied, for the increase of liberality among Christians. 
1 cannot vouch for his views in this particular at an earlier 
period, unless the sentiment uttered in a preceding letter 
to his sister, be an indication to this effect, in which he 
says, " if the Baptists would only lay aside their party 
feelings, &c." Still, he ever held the doctrine of Immer- 
sion, as of binding obligation on every believer of Christ, 
(as I have heard him express in private conversation) on 
'the ground of obedience to a plain command as given by 
Jesus Christ, himself, who also left his example, with his 
own words to St. John the Baptist, saying, " for thus it 
becOmeth us to fulfil all righteousness.'* 

■Mr. Brown held what he termed a rebuking connection^ 
with'the pro-slavery portion of the Baptist Church, who 
would have been very gtad to have excised him from their 
tSenomination, v'/Ould they have found sufficient excuse, as 
in vain they sought. 

He saw clearly tlie iniquity of paitisans, and professed 
ehfistian apologists for slaveholding those who cried 
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" peace, peace, when there is no peace,"— and he, a war- 
rior in the Anti-SIavcry field, diottld he not do battle for 
the siave, or should he coward turn and recreant prove, 
to the hifgh trust ccmmissioned to him as an Ambassador 
of the Savioui' of men, who came on Earth to proclaim 
liberty to the captive. 

During the last days of Mr. Brown, he seemed deeply 
impressed with the shortness of time, and the injunction 
tc " work while the day lasts, lest the night approach 
wherein no man can work," seemed by him literally ful- 
filled, in his constant aim to finish the work appointed for 
him to do. And he several times, publicly reniarked that 
he no longer anticipated mf, this side of the grave^ He 
seemed also to experience deep searchings of hearty and 
he particularly requested the prayers of Mr. Shipherd's 
Church in Troy, after preaching to them ; and in allusion 
to his trials and sufferings from his enemies, he asked them 
to pray that he might have more Christian dignity— more 
of meekness, united with trw: courage in^defence of the 
right. I never shall forget the expression. of his counte- 
nance, as with child-like simplicity he made this request. 
We had previously talked over the matter, ia relation to 
the subject of exciting and arousing the morbid passions 
of men, by his plain, pointed rebukes ; and he was anx- 
ious to know, if there was any thing in his manner, that 
might be obviated. Not that he had rebuked too sharply, 
but whether he might not administer his reproofs with 
more coolness and gentleness united, or, as he expressed', 
with Christian dignity. 
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CHAPTER. XVIII. 

The PftraHy Circle— The Tisifc of Al^aa Stewart Hia Letter— Oor Part- 
ing — His last journey for tho Slave— His visit at Kochester— free 
Mission Meeting — ^The last Letters— His sickness and death— Corres- 
pondence of the Mosher familv— Effusions of Grief— Funeral Services 
— An Obituary Notice— Besolutions — ^Monunsental Inscriptions— Coo- 
clttsioQ. 

Our t family the few last months of his life, consisted of 
a brother from Wisconsin, and a colored girl for whom he 
was guardian, in connection with mysetf and husband ; 
and a happy family we were. Our morning and evening 
devotions will ever be remembered with heartfelt gratitude. 
It is not for me to extol our own mode of worship ; espe- 
cially, within our family circle ; but in order more fully to 
portray the life of him of whom I am writing, I allude more 
especially to those seasons as conducted by him. No stiff 
formsiity, characterised those hours ; but the same easy, 
affable manner displayed in his usual address, also found it:^ 
way to the family altar. Instead of occupying the time 
wholly himself, we would first read in rotation, then sing 
together, and then my husband would lead in our peti- 
tions, or as oflen, ask some other member of the family to 
engage in this exercise. How much consolation, those 
hours now afford my soul ; and I rarely think of him. ex- 
cept upon the bended knee alone, or at the family altar. 
I can even now, seem to hear that voice of supplication to 
the Father of mercies, and hear that song, so dear to him — 
as with great earnestness, he would sing—" What mean 
ye, that ye bruise and bind my people, saith the Lord." 

The pressing cares of Mr. Brown in the cause of the 
slave, had prevented his being a' home but little of the 
time, during the Summer and Autumn. In the month of 
October, he was called to attend a Court in Poughkeepsie, 
in relation to an occurrence which happened in April, 
and already noticed in a previous chapter. 

The following letter from Mr. Stewart, for the Albany 
Patriot, presents a farther account of the case, and of the 
continued trialsj to which Mr. Brown was subject. 
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Albany, Oct. 14, 1844. 

Epitoii op the Patkiot : 

Sir — I caonct refuse to record the gratification I feel to 
HiiUp who rules the hearts of men, for the two delightful 
Anti-Slavery meetings I have held in the last three days. 
One at Poughkeepsie, on Friday the 11th inst., and the 
other at Troy last evening the 13th. 

The R,ev. Abel Brown, held an Anti«Slavery meeting 
iu a country town of Dutchess county some months since, 
and was attacked by a most ferocious mob in the course 
of the evening. The Rev. Mr. Van Loon, the distinguish- 
ed Anti-Slavery orator, was speaking, when a set of vile 
beings came in, with large quantities of liver, lights and 
putrid meat, and threw these missiles at the head and per- 
son of Mr. Brown and others, and hallooed with the shouts 
of fiends let loose. Mr. Brown defended himself with a 
board* without using violence to any man, and his friends 
went before the grand jury of Dutchess, and got the mob* 
ocrats indicted,— -when one of the mob crew perjured 
himself, by swearing before a grand jury, th4t Mr. Brown 
committed an assault and battery, to try which indictment 
against Brown at the present Oyer and Terminer, before 
Judge Huggles and his associates. — Mr. Brown had writ- 
ten to me a pressing letter to come down and aid 93 counsel 
on the trial. But the court refused to try it, and it will go 
over to the June sessions, when I hope we shall try the 
mobocrats as well as the abused and worihy friend of men. 

The last meeting for the slave, we held in Troy, was on 
the occasion of Mr. Stewart's visit, in company with Mr, 
Brown on his return home from Poughkeepsie. 

Mr. Brown had previously made arrangements to visit 
Western New York, for the purpose of holding a series of 
Conventions in behalf of his agency, and to obtain sub- 

* Mr. Van Loon, has since told me, that the board was wsed to protect 
the person of himself while speaking — by holding it before his face, 
'i'lie mob surrounding the house, as also thoVioters within, prevented the 
escape of the spealters, and they were consequently compelled to receive 
such abuse as savage men saw fit to inflict ; without being allowed even 
the protection of a boar4 to ward off the offensive missiles at them hi^r)^. 
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scriptidns !ind funds for the Albany Patriot—as one of its 
Proprietors — and to sustain which, he had spent much 
time and eifort during the last four or five; moftths of his 
iifJs.:-' -i-. - • ■; ; 

As MiT. Brown atiticipated spending^go'rae Weeks/ in his 
contemplated tour^; I embraced the oppprtuiiity of visiting 
my friends in Massachusetts, <]juring*thfe'saii)ff time, where 
also, my husband purposed on his feturn, tii^ meet mej in 
company with his son Waiter, on the anniversaipy of 
Thanksgiving. 

On the morning of his departure fVoih home, he prayed 
with unusual fervor and earnestness ; that hie mightgo out 
with a single eye to the glory of God. 

The idea of parting, ..each for opposite routes carrying 
usxsome four hundred miles from each other, was indeed 
paini^il ; and my own heart began to relent, bat Mr. Brown 
endeavored to console me, and brushed away my tears (as 
he was wont to do) and said, you are going to see your 
friends (whom I had not seen for nearly ten months). He 
first went over to Albany on some preliminary business, in 
the. morning, with the intention of taking the eveniif g train, 
and being obliged to start from Albany myself, the coming 
morning, I went over once more to see him ; and there 
severed — never more in earthly /forms to meet. How little 
of fate we know. We blindly wander forth, and when we 
give the parting hand, it may be\the last, affection's grasp 
can yield/ and when the eye turns silently away in the 
fond adieu, it may be forever to close on us. 
' Wearied with exertion and worn in countenance, yet 
uncomplaining, he pursued his way in the same evening, 
Oct., 14, 1844. Reached Rochester, in time to attend a 
meeting for Free Missions of the Baptist denomination 
held on. the 15th inst. Spoke with great solemnity and 
earnestness, — so that it was observed on the occasion ; told 
them, it was probably the last time, he should ever address 
them. Held up to view the position of the Baptist de- 
nomination in reference to Missions; and said, as one 
clergyman present remarked, — " what no pther man dared 
say." 
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A severe change taking place in the weather, in conse- 
quence of a tremendous gale — extending from the Lakes 
to this place,: — Mr. Brown suffered much from cold in 
connection with over exertion and fatigue. On his vvsy 
from Rochester to Canandaigua, he left the cars at Victor, 
about midnight ; and not being able to find lodging at the 
Hotel, — neither being able to find his friend, Mr. Clark, 
(who had so often cheered our Conventions with his music) 
he was obliged to call at the private house of a stranger — 
and on knocking at the door, related to the man of the 
house, his predicament and unfortunate position; and 
asked the favor of being permitted to stop a few hours, 
^nd then early in the morning, he wished to be conveyed 
to' Ciinandaigua to meet an appointment as an Abolition 
let^turer ; upon this announcement, the man bid him be- 
gone, telling him, ■* he would sJioot him, unless he cleared 
put Ixjstantly." Mr. Brown with valise in hand, was then 
obliged to walk three miles in a stormy night, before he 
could find a resting place. 

This memorable night, in the fate of his death, is ever 
portrayed to my mind, in the words of " the poor way-far- 
ing man of grief." A song of solemn import ever, to 
Mr. Brown when singing. Dark and dreary was that hour, 
when -at midnight, 'mid raging winds and tempest driven, 
he a shelter sought wherein to lay his shrinking .shivering 
frame, — O, sadly mournful, — though methinks, his Saviour 
was with him still. He prayed, yes, I know he prayed — 
he thought of her, who in her native nest far away was 
borne, and he thanked the Lord, that she was sweetly 
slumbering ; nor did he forget that poor man, who had 
thus turned him from his door, — but more in pity, than in 
hate, cried. Father forgive him this murderous loiU — the 
deed he would fulfil. Dear Saviour, — how has he treated 
thee ? For " inasmuch," as me he sheltered hot, even 
this to thee was done. 

Mr. Brown reached Canandaigua on the following morn- 
ing, at the appointed Convenlion, Oct. 21st, yet was unable 
tosiy but little, in consequence of cold, exhaustion and fa- 
- tigue, produced by his walk and exposure the previous night. 
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Having promised to write Mr. Brown, at his request, 
immediately on my arrival home, 1 did so,— and will insert 
one single clause of this last communication to him from 
myself, under date of Oct. 16. 

. . . . . How much I thought of you all the way 
from Albany; yes, my dear husband — and I prayed that 
our hearts might still be united, though so far absent from 
each other; and immediately, I seemed spiritually to per- 
ceive the person of our Saviour, with each and both of 
oiir hearts in his possession. Blessed thought I May it 
indeed be so. . 

You need much strength to go through your arduous 
duties, and I pray that God may give it thee. . . . . 

Receiving no intelligence from Mr. Brown, for some 
two or three weeks, I was filled with anxiety and fearful 
apprehension, for his safety,— when I received a letter 
from him, written at Honeoye, Ontario Co., bearing date 
of Oct. 30th, in which he says, — " I am under the necess- 
ity, of informing you, that I have been sick in this place 
about ten days. I have had a violent attack of fever. 
Have been among the most kind friends, who have watch- 
ed over me ahd taken th^e very best of toare. I was so 
broken of my. rest at Rochester and elsewhere, that I was 
obliged to give up and be sick. Another man went on and 
filled a part of my appointments. 

There has been a terrible snow storm here. The snow 
is some eight inches deep and still coming. It looks queer. 
Ail around me dressed in winter. 

I am entirely rid of the fever, and recovering as fast as 
can be expected ; but it will probably be some four or five 
days before I shall be able to be about as usual. 

I trust you will be patient, and hope and wait until I 
return. Above all things, I charge you not to come to me. 

Trust in God and do good,— and God will take care of 
thy husband. 

If I am dangerously ill, I will inform you. 

My iove to all, ABEL. 
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He aiso wrstea on the following day, Nov. Ist, of his 
intent ion to stsrt on the morrow, for Canandaigua on 
his way to Buffalo and home to see his children. 

From the letters, written during this period of the sick- 
ness and death of Mr. Brown, the following particulars 
p.re given. 

'* Mr. Brown went to Canandaigua on Saturday, Nov. 1, 
as he anticipated ; and called at the house of our friend 
Mosher — as a sick man. Greeted Mrs. Mosher cordially 
on his arrival. Spoke of pursuing his journey on Monday. 
He seemed to have no correct idea of his situation — ap- 
peared worn and exhausted, and perfectly restless. In the 
afternoon, he tried to get some sleep, for he said, he had 
not rented one night well since he lefl Albany ; but his 
efforts were in vain. On Sabbath morning, he rose an«' 
dressed himself and came down from his room alone, ' i 
while partaking of his food, was naked by Mrs. Mosh^<ir, if 
he did not wish them to write me to come. No, he replied, 
' I told her she must not come.' Immediately after, he 
became speechless, — and remained so for two hours, ©a 
applying cold water to his head he recovered ; when he 
remarked, * I thought, I should never speak again — ^that 
my labors on earth were ended, and that I should isoon 
commence them in Keaven.' Mrs. Mosher told him that 
she also thought they were soon to close. He did not 
tn9^ er much reply, as he became delirious. At biapar- 
t equest, he was placed under the care of a Horace- 

! hyeician. 

. Mosher writes, " Sabbath evening he rested pretty 
weu, and I retired, — and left Mr. Mosher sitting up with 
him. About ten o'clock, he commenced praying and 
talking very loud — I thought him dying— and I believe he 
thought so too. " O, I want to see my blessed Saviour, 
to go home and be forever at rest — Yes," he repeated, 
" rest from all the labors of earth." We asked hjm if he 
would like to see you. " O yes," he exclaimed, " I guess 
I should. She is a good woman, she took care of fjfijr' 
On being asked if we should send for you,^ '* |fffji^aa!i^Jtt 
send for her, you will won't you" — he repliefi. , > . . " 
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" On Monday he had a very sick day, raind wandering 
most of the time. Tuesday morning he appeared very 
sensible— wished to get up and sit by the fire. Said, he 
felt better, and thought he should get well. Mr. String- 
ham came in anf! he conversed with him fluently, and 
seemed in hijs right mind. He remarked to him, that he 
was among his friends now, but thought it would be 
better if he was with some of his relatives. Said the room 
in which he was ?ick, was a pleasant one^ (it was a large 
bedrroora off the sitting-room). After conversing some 
time with him, Mr. S. mentioned something about election ; 
he groaned very deeply ; his attention was immediately di- 
verted, but he did not again appear so sensible that day. 
Mr. Adsit came in at one time, and he called him Brother 
Adsit, and wished him to sit nearer the bed that, he might 
see him bettee^ 

" His appetite seemed good most of the time, and I never 
gave him any food or drink, or administered to his wants 
in any way, without thinking of you,-— he appeared so 
thankful, and would sometimes remark, " I think I must 
make you some trouble." 

" He spoke at , one time of his little boys, and^aid he was 
intending to take the oldest one home with him. Whenever 
we spoke of you, he would say that he wished mwh to 
see you, but you must not come as it would be a. short 
time before he should go home. He seemed to anticipate 
much pleasure at being at your Father's on Thariksgiving 
and mentioned it two or three times. When one person 
called, he would say, he was getting well, was in no pain, 
was noj sick. The next moment he would say he was 
suffering exceedingly, was very sic''. 

^* i do uot think of any thiiig that would give him comfort 
that he did not have. All our services were cheerfully 
performed. Mr. Brown prayed to be made one of Christ's 
** little ones," and after that, this passage of Scripture was 
constantly in my mind, " Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of these," &.c. Dr. Matthews of our village at- 
tended Mr. Srown for three days, we then had a Council 
of Physicians. The disease was in his head and beyond 
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the reach of Medical skill ; they called it the fever on the 
brain or dropsy in the brain, 

" On Wednesday we could see that he failed rapidly. 
Wednesday night he was taken with raving spasms which 
l^ted about five minutes each, at intisrvais of two or three 
hours ; during which, he seemed impressed with the idea, 
that be was surrounded with a mob in pursuit of his life. 
" Must I be sacrificed, he would exclaim.—^Ltet me alone 
every one of you." He did not use the least violence to 
any one but was trying to get out of the way. On Thurs- 
day we perceived that he could notlive. He did not make 
much enquiry about any one. His mind Was so disorder- 
ed, that he could not think of what he seemed inclined to 
tell us. Friday, about ten o'clock, h6 had a very violent 
spasm, after which he settled down quietly ; did not move, 
but continued to sink away until 5 o'clock, when he 
breathed his last without a struggle," 

Not receiving the first intelligence of his relapse and 
sickness, until the day of his death, — I was unable to be 
present through this scene of trial and sufiering, and could 
not reach Canandaigua, to attend the last mournful rites 
of my dear departed Husband! Having started to see 
him, on receipt of the news of his dangerous illness, I in- 
tercepted a letter on my way, containing information of his 
death and supposed burial. I immediately proceeded to 
my home in Troy — and being under peculiar circunistanr' 
cesj'l had no heart to go farther, or to visit the grave that 
contained the lifeless remains of him I so much loved, and 
of whom I had been so suddenly bereaved. 

The kindness of those friends, with whom it was my 
husband's privilege to spend his last expiring days, can 
never be forgotten ; and will be remembered in that better 
world, when we tuue our harps anew to christian love and 
holy gratitude. 

The following letter from a sister of Mr. Mosher and 
then member of his family and written on the event of 
Mr. Brown's death, is truly worthy of insertion, and on 
memory's page will ever be sacredly cherished. 
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Ajler alluding to his phrenzied imagination caused by 
the cruel attacks of mob violence, she proceeds — 

". But he lias gone where earthly fears will never more 
distress. The blessed Saviour has called him home. We 
will hereafter contemplate him as an inhabitant of that 
blessed abode. A shining spirit in the Courts of oar 
God. His labors for suffering humanity are ended and 
he has gone to reap the reward of his faithfulness. 

Many are those who in obedience to that blessed com- 
mand of oar Saviour, " will mourn with those who mourn, 
and weep with those who weep." Tears {feasant in mem- 
ory of his many virtues, and bitter when w& reflect on 
how much we have lost, now are flowing from many eyes. 
But your grief my dear sister, must far exceed ours. You 
have lost yojir dearest earthly friend, your all — " cat down 
aad withered in an hour." Those affectionate and endear- 
ing relations whiqh in life afforded a pleasing satisfaction, 
are beetle the channel of a deeper and more poignant 
grief in his oeath. And this grief is rendered still more 
aggravating by tlie thought, that you were not near to 
smooth his dying pillow. Bat be comforted, dear friend, 
there was a " friend that sticketh closer than a brother," 
that received his departing spirit. You will not weep as 
ihose who cannot realise, the love which oor blessed Sa- 
viour bears his children when he affiicts them. 

" Behind a frowning Providence, he hides a smiling 
face." You may not realise this at first, but you will see 
that it is aU lote-'-'itnWani^ed love 

The Romsin matJ'on;; when sskeid for- hc?^|e^ve^s, present- 
ed her children saying,--^^'^ These- life is>y jewek^^ So to 
the Christian .of nobler '?ie?;fs^ hii« j^^^wrfs liss greatest 
earthly treasures, and when God iiSii)taken them to him- 
self, he feels that his treasure is laid ii<3^ ii>^ Heaven, and 
shall not his heart be there a|so "? But \tbf need I offer 
words of human consolation, there is a v£ild in the bereav- 
ed heart that nothing earthly can fill. There is a purer 
source of comfort, the voice of an indulgent heavenly 
Father speaks to him in every sorrow, " be not dismayed, 
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I will not leave you comfortlesg." To that exhaust! ess 
fountain you will go and find relief. 

Mr. Brown's death was peaceful. Not a struggle was 
perceived. It was the remark of all present that they 
never witnessed a more quiet death. It is to us a consoling 
thought, for we feared it would be otherwise. 

May the Lord sanctify this heavy affliction according to 
his merciful design. Your sincere friend, 

LAURA MOSHER. 

It was indeed, a consolation, that Mr. Brown thus quietly 
sank to rest. 

Calm as the breath of even — was his last expiring hour, 
ns through the valley of death, he passed from the dreamy 
shadows of earth to the realities of the spirit world ! Not 
the sun'"' declining, in all its soft radiance beaming, such 
visions as that hour revealed ;. and I have often thought of 
the transport of this scene, on finding himself safely lodged 
in his Saviour's arms, instead of a merciless mob, expiring 
alike, with his fevered brain. - 

On the morning after the news of my husband's death, 
when alone and overpowered with grief too Oeep for utter- 
ance, even in prayer, his happy spirit seemed to say, 
" sing Catharine, sing," and immediately ray soul gave 
vent to the following effusion in strains of melody before 
unknown. 

[Given|witli no alteration, in tinmeasured numbers.] 

Abel, dearest Abel — sing, sing with me ; 

How pure thy strain — for thou hast gone, 

Forever to be blest ! 

Be thou ray guardian Angel, 

For thou art kind and gentle, Abel. 

How expressive thy hand, 

When raised in defence of truth ; 

How expansive thy mind — 

When plans thou devised ; 

To execute with zeal — what thy heart did feel. 



* He died with the setting sun at 5 o'clock in the Autumn of the year. 
19* 
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I feei thy presence near, 

To love^ direct and cheer ; 

Thou art my love, my Abel — 

Still, though ill Heaven, thou art ; 

Earth thou hast not left, 

Except its pains, its sorrows ; 

And all that annoyed thy soul,. 

E'er thou left this earthly goal !' 

Sing Spirit, sing — thou lovedst to hear me, 

Now join with me, Oh, rather,.let.me join with tftee! 




[In the words of Mrs. Hfiraans.] 

The music of another land hath spoken, 
No after sound is sweet ! this weary thirst ! 
And I have heard celestial fountains burst ' 
What love shall quench it T 

But Oh, sweet friend ! we dream not of love's might, 
Till death has robed witli soft and solemn light 
The image we enshrined ! Before that hour 
We ha<i but glimpses of the o'ermastering power 
Withjin us laid — then doth the spirit flame, 
With ^word-like lightning rend; its mortal frame, 
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The wings of that which pants to follow fast, 
Shake their clay-barSj a>. with a ptisoned blast 
The sea is in our souls ! 

He died, he died 
On whom my lone devotedbess was cast ! 
I might not keep one vigil by his side, 
I whose wrung heart watched with him to the last j 
I might not once, his fainting head sustain^ 
Nor bathe his parched lips in the hour of pain, 
Nor say to Him farewell ! 

An account of the Funeral obsequies as given by Mr. 
Mosher, in a letter to myself, is as follows : 

The Funeral services of Mr. Brown, were held at the 
Baptist Church in Canaiidaigua,,on the Sabbath, following 
his death. The Discourse on. the occasion was given by 
the Rev. Mr. Adsit, and was based on the Declaration of 
St. Paul—" I have fought the good fight," 2 Timothy 4 : 
7. After narrating Paul's arduous and numerous struggles 
in the Christian warfare, so fully recorded in the Acts of. 
the Apostles, he drew a parallel between the conflicts of 
the Apostle and those of our beloved brother Brown ; 
showing in a very lucid manner, that the great object, each 
had in view, was similar in its nature, and the means used^ 
to accomplish this object, were the same. That the weap- 
ons of their warfare were not carnal, but spiritual, mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong holds ; that; 
each ended their warfare in the midst of their conflict, 
and' entered into their eternal rest. 

Mr. Adsit alluded in a very striking manner to the 
treatment Mr. Brown had' received in Caiiandaigua ; but 
he rejoiced, that there was sufiicient humanity left in the 
hearts of men, to treat the lifeless remains with respect ; 
that they could be received' into the sanctuary, from which 
Mr. Brown was excluded, when, alive; 

The relics of M r. Brown, were deposited in; a part of 
the village burial ground, appropriated by the authorities, 
for the use of the Baptist Church in Canandaigua,"^ . ; . 

Through the kindness of friends, a meeting^was also 
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held in Troy, in relation to the event of Mr. Brown's 
death — and the remarks given and sympathy manifested, 
afibrded much consolation to my bereaved heart. 

Rev. Mr. Garnett gave the Discourse from the following 
words, — ** Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business," — Luke 2: 49. He then vividly portrayed the 
character of Mr. . Brown, as manifested in his devotion and 
service to the will of his Divine Master ; and that death, 
found him still engaged about his Father's business ; which 
work, formed the only absorbing idea of his soul in mortal 
life, and the prelude to scenes of activity, still more glori- 
ous and extensive beyond the grave. , He also alluded to 
the riotous proceedings in Troy, in opposition to the efforts 
of Mr. Brown, and the circumstance of his being haunted 
by those who had pursued his life, in his houj-s of delirium 
when sick, — as an evidence of the sufferings he had pre- 
viously endured. 

Extracts from an obituary notice of Mr Brown from 
the American Freeman, published in Wisconsin : 

It has pleased the great Head of the Church to summon 
to a sphere of duty nearer his throne, the spirit of our 
brother, Abel Brown. " Blessed are the dead v/hich die 
in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors ; and their works do follow 
them." 

Our friends in the west, have no doubt marked the 
prominent part, which the Providence and Spirit of God 
called him to perform in the anti-slavery warfare; and 
would naturally feel desirous to learn something more of 
his history. ***•«*»« 

" His love to Christ and the souls of men, were evinced 
by his indefatigable labors in the Temperance, Sabbath 
School and Moral Reform erterprises. The Spirit of 
Christ is a Missionary Spirit, and this he possessed in no 
common degree ; and but for the influences now operating 
in the church, and in the civil government, to reduce to 
and retain in heathenism, millions of our brethren and 
sisters at home, he would have delighted to exhibit to the 
benighted of other lands the glory of the Cross. But he 
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felt that the reproach of our own land must be wiped 
away—duty— -the souls of our brethren and sisters in 
bonds-rthe honor of Christ— -the purity and reputation of 
the Church, and the permanent existence and successful 
result of the Missionary cause itself-— each and all requir- 
ed the removal of slavery from our land. Commencing, 
therefore, with the foundation, and throwing his whole 
soul into the glorious cause, alike regardless of the attacks 
of bitter foes and false brethren, leaving a time-serving 
policy to those who had less confidence in Christ, he has- 
tened on to meet the consequences of obedience to God. 
And though sometimes surrounded by men of blood, the 
invisible hand of the Saviour shielded him, the Spirit whis- 
pered peace to his soul ; he felt " safe under the shadow of 
the Almighty — the munition of rocks was his defence." 

" He sustained for the last four years past, the relation 
of Agent to the Eastern N. Y. Anti-Slavery Society. In 
every department of the Anti-Slavery enterprise, he 
exhibited a spirit that could not rest while so much was at 
stake and so much required to be done, in circulating 
anti-slavery publications, in urging religious denominations 
to practice the principles they avowed, and by their presses 
ministers, influence and benevolent societies, to assist our 
colored brother, who was bleeding in the porch of the 
sanctuary — in bringing the political parties at the north, 
from under the thraldom in which they were kept by the 
slave-power- — in assisting, as a member of the vigilance 
committee, trembling Americans, to the number of not 
less than one thousand, to the shelter afforded by a mo- 
narchial government, from the inhuman monsters walking 
at large and claiming property in human flesh. He was 
a pattern to believers — a living argument against unbelief. 

As a lecturer, he produced an impression deep and last- 
ing ; and if some of his arrows were not finely polished, 
they were less easily removed from the mind in which they 
had been fastened. 

Hjs visit to this place will be held in long remembrance. 
We little expected, however, that it was the last interview 
till the sea shall give up her dead. 
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" That same Jeaus, whose little ones had so oilen been 
assisted by his servant, fulilUed the promise^made to those 
y/ho consider the cause of the poor, and made all his bed 
ia hi» sickness. True^ he was absent: from his beloved 
companion, and his little ones, b«t he received from the 
friends with whom he stayed, all that attention and aid^ 
that U>e mt^t afiectionate of earth could impart. 

" Thou art gone to the grave 1" Yes— and art useful 
tberei " Being dead he yet speaks," callings on those who 
sympathise with Christ's suffering littre ones to press for- 
ward; andj methinks, when the pearly gates^ were opened 
io receive his disembodied spirit, the glorified tuned their 
harps to a new and more melodious note as he mingled 
with them .: end he, and the hosts above, and the Lamb in 
the midst of the throne, mark with intetest the most in- 
tense, the progr^s of humanity, liberty and love. May 
we follow his faith, posseijsing which, we shall be instant 
in season and out of season, till the message is heard, 

"Child, thy Father calls, come home." 

The following Resolutions were passed by the colored 
citizens of Canandaigua, Nov. 11, 1844, " for the purpose 
of expressing their sorrow ^t the decease of the late Rev. 
Abel Brown, and also to sympathise with the friends of 
impartial liberty, on account of the loss, of so able and 
efficient an advocate of the ca»ise of the down-trodden and 
oppressed." 

*'We,the colored citizens of Canandaigua here assembled, 
feeling profound respect and love for the late Rev. Abel 
Brown, and deep and pungent grief for the loss we, the 
slaves and the friends of humanity have sustained, by the 
death of this, our distinguished and devoted friend. By 
his zeal and indefatigable perseverance, and the energy of 
his labors in the cause of human liberty, and by his ex- 
posures and fatigue while travelling to promote the cause 
he loved, he has been early called from this, into a world 
of spirits, and we trust, is now reaping the reward of hia 
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labors, and has entered into that rest prepared for all those 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and their fellow men, of 
whatever color or clime. Therefore, 

Resolved^ That the christian church has been deprived 
of one of her brightest ornaments by the death of the 
Rev. Abel Brown. 

Resolved, That while we acquiesce with the 'aIU of Heav- 
en, we cannot do otherwise than lament over the loss of so 
valuable a friend of humanity, and so uncompromising an 
advocate of the cause of the crushed and bleeding slave. 

Resolved, That in this sudden dispensation of Provi- 
dence, we feel that we are bereft of one of the most effi- 
cient advocates of the cause of our countrymenj, and the 
eloquent narrator of the story of our wrongs, — and while 
memory performs its sacred office, his name shall live to 
the grateful recollections of colored Americans. 

Resolved, That we, as colored citizens partially free, 
feel his loss to be a heavy calamity to us, and not only to 
us, but every lover of his country. 

Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with the afflicted 
companion and children, and commend them to the God of 
the widow, and the father of the fatherless, as one who is 
ever ready and willing to succor the needy and shield the 
innocent and unprotected, and with their tears of sorrow 
and affliction, shall be mingled our tears of heart-felt sor- 
row. 

After a few eloquent and impressive remarks by A, 
Seward, D. H. Ray, G. W. Tucker and others, the reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted. On motion, it was 
resolved that the proceedings of this meeting be signed 
by the Chairman und Secretary, and be pubJished in the 
Ontario Repository, the Ontario Messenger, the Liberty 
Press and Albany Patriot, the meeting then adjourned. 

G. W. TUCKER, Chairman. 

H, W. Johnson, Secretary. 
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A MonuEaent has been erected to the memory of my 
departed husband^ bearing the following inscription. 

ABEL BROWN, 
A faithful minister of Him who proclaimed Liberty to 

the captive. 

A Hero, in the fearless advocacy of truth, and in vindi- 
cation of the oppressed. 
A Martyr, in his devotion and self-sacrifice to the calls of 

bleeding Tmmanity. 
ilis memory Hes embnlmed in the heart of many a fugitive, 
and on the leaves of InJmortality his deeds are inscribed. 

Rev. Abel Brown was born at Springfield, Mass., Nov. 9, 

1810. Died Nov. 8, 1844, a\^ Canandaigua, N. Y. 
The Free Church of Canandaigua, and other friends of 
the slave, erect this nionu<nent, as a record of his 
resting-place, and a tribute to his worth. 

Conclusion. 

In preparing these Memoirs, I would say, that one 
consideration, not the least important that I have had in 
view, has been, to preserve a transcript of the life and 
character of my departed husband, for the special benefit 
of his orphan children ; — two of whom being deprived of 
both parents in early life, and one of my own, bearing both 
the name and impress of his father, yet to him unseen 
with mortal eyes j and whatever he may learn of him may 
herein be gathered, as with care I have penned each leaf, 
bearing the mementos of precious deeds performed, and 
lofty principles maintr "\ed, 'mid the stormy rage of perse- 
cution, and strife of as. 

But the love and affection of that heart, I cannot por- 
trf.y ; as the spirit alone, can give life and expression, even 
to the brightest page that memory's hand with skill can 
trace ; yet however faint the portraiture may be, I hope 
that my efforts have not altogether been in vain, to add a 
new testimony to the efficacy of Christian principle, as 
exemplified, in the disinterested motives and services of 
the subject of this Volume. 



